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PHILIP   MAZZEI,  VIRGINIA'S  AGENT  IN   EUROPE 

The  Story  of  His  Mission  as  Related  in  His  Own 
Dispatches  and  Other  Documents 

INTRODUCTION 

IN  April,  1925,  The  New  York  Public  Library  acquired  through  purchase  a 
collection  of  the  papers  of  Philip  Mazzei.  Four  additional  pages  of  manu- 
script were  purchased  in  1927.  The  whole  collection  comprises  twenty-seven  items 
and  includes  Mazzei's  relation  of  his  capture  and  detention  by  the  British  naval 
forces  in  1779;  eighteen  dispatches  sent  by  him,  as  Virginia's  agent  in  Europe 
(sixteen  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  two  to  Benjamin 
Harrison,  who  followed,  as  Governor,  Thomas  Nelson,  Jr.,  Jefferson's  succes- 
sor) ;  his  "Representation,"  or  report  of  his  conduct  as  agent;  and  six  letters  to 
John  Page,  prominent  Virginian  and  successor  to  James  Monroe  as  Governor. 
These  manuscripts,  with  the  exception  of  the  letters  to  Page,  which  are  largely  on 
personal  matters,  are  now  set  forth  in  the  present  publication. 

Mazzei's  spelling,  capitalization,  and  punctuation  have  been  adhered  to  strictly 
in  this  printing  of  the  manuscripts.  When  it  seemed  advisable,  corrections  of 
some  of  the  less  obvious  errors  have  been  made  in  the  foot-notes. 

Philip  Mazzei  was  born  at  Poggio  a  Caiano,  a  small  town  near  Florence,  Tus- 
cany, on  December  25,  1730.  Little  is  known  of  his  youth  except  that  he  studied 
medicine  at  the  hospital  of  Santa  Maria  Nuova  in  Florence  and  was  dismissed 
for  some  minor  offence.  Somewhat  later,  forced  by  the  death  of  his  father  to  earn 
his  own  livelihood,  he  went  to  Pisa  to  live  with  his  cousins ;  and  began  to  earn 
money  by  medical  practice  among  the  people  of  that  community.  During  this 
sojourn,  Mazzei  was  urged  by  Dr.  Salinas  to  accompany  him  and  his  wife  to 
Smyrna,  whence  they  had  come.  Accepting  this  invitation,  he  left  Florence  with 
them  in  August,  1752.  From  the  time  of  his  arrival  at  Constantinople  in  De- 
cember of  that  year,  and  throughout  the  next  three  years  that  he  remained  there, 
Mazzei  devoted  himself  to  the  practice  of  medicine  —  a  profession  which  placed 
him  in  contact  with  many  influential  men. 

Encouraged  by  some  of  his  friends,  he  went  in  1756  to  London  where  he  re- 
mained nearly  eighteen  years.  There  he  began  to  tutor  "Milady  Talbot"  in  Italian, 
and  a  little  later  —  after  a  brief  visit  to  Tuscany  —  organized  the  firm  of  Martini 
&  Co.,  which  imported  Cartel  wine  and  olive  oil  into  England. 

[5] 


5  THE  NEW  YORK  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

In  1765,  in  the  interest  of  his  business,  which  was  now  very  prosperous,  Mazzei 
made  a  visit  to  Italy,  but  was  banished  from  his  native  country  by  the  Inquisition, 
on  the  charge  of  importing  into  Tuscany  certain  books  proscribed  by  the  Church. 
However,  through  the  influence  of  friends,  he  not  only  succeeded  in  being  re- 
instated but  organized  against  the  Inquisition  a  campaign  that  was  at  least  par- 
tially responsible  for  the  abolition  of  that  tribunal  in  Tuscany. 

Mazzei  returned  to  London  in  1767  to  continue  his  business  as  a  wine  merchant. 
As  a  result  of  an  order  from  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany  for  the  purchase  of  two 
Franklin  stoves,  he  met  Dr.  Franklin  and  other  Americans,  among  whom  were 
Richard  Neave,  William  Goosley,  and  Thomas  Adams.  Within  a  few  years  these 
men  succeeded  in  getting  Mazzei  to  form  a  company  for  the  promotion  in  Virginia 
of  the  culture  of  silk  worms,  olives,  and  grapes  with  the  attendant  wine  industry. 
Before  setting  out  on  his  trip  to  America,  he  went  to  Italy  to  obtain  men  and 
material.  The  expedition  left  Leghorn  on  September  2,  1773,  and  arrived  in  the 
vicinity  of  Jamestown,  Virginia,  after  a  voyage  of  nearly  three  months. 

In  Virginia,  he  met  George  Washington,  George  Wythe,  Thomas  Jefferson, 
and  other  prominent  Americans,  and  also  American  friends  he  had  known  in 
England.  After  carrying  out  agricultural  experiments  on  an  extensive  scale, 
under  the  auspices  of  a  company  which  raised  the  necessary  money,  and  of  which 
Jefferson  was  a  member,  Mazzei  succeeded  in  putting  his  enterprise  on  a  sound 
business  basis.  At  about  this  time  Mazzei  married  the  widow  of  Joseph  Martin, 
she,  together  with  her  daughter,  having  accompanied  him  to  America. 

After  his  arrival  in  Virginia,  Mazzei  soon  became  spiritually  naturalized.  He 
showed  intense  interest  in  the  political  affairs  of  that  colony,  and  was  associated 
with  Jefferson  in  his  opposition  to  British  rule  in  America.  Mazzei  also  lectured 
in  churches  in  behalf  of  the  American  cause,  and,  under  the  pseudonym  of  "Furio- 
so"  contributed  articles  during  1774—75  to  John  Pinkney's  Virginia  Gazette, 
inveighing  against  vices  of  the  British  Government  and  people,  and  asserting  that 
the  so-called  "British  liberty"  was  but  an  illusion.  His  belief  in  the  principles 
expressed  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  so  firm  that  he  sent  a  translation 
of  that  document  to  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany.  During  the  Revolution,  Mazzei 
joined  the  Independent  Company  of  Albemarle  as  a  private  and  took  part  in  a 
march  toward  the  coast  to  repel  the  enemy.  In  a  letter  dated,  Colle,  January  11, 
1777,  and  addressed  to  the  Hon.  John  Page,  Mazzei  wrote : 

"Imust  have  an  answer  by  the  return  of  the  Post,  As  I  am  preparing  to  march 
to  the  Continental  Camp  with  as  many  volunteers  as  I  shall  be  able  to  persuade, 
I  must  settle  everything  without  delay.   As  Mr.  Jefferson  (the  bearer  of  this  to 
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Fredericksburg)  is  in  a  hurry  to  set  out,  I  am  obliged  to  have  the  part  of  the  en- 
closed copied  by  a  friend,  while  I  am  blundering  in  this." 

The  danger  passed  before  they  could  reach  the  enemy.  After  his  return  from 
this  march,  Mazzei  resumed  agricultural  work,  collaborating  with  Jefferson  in 
his  political  plans,  taking  a  large  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  inspiring  such 
confidence  as  to  make  his  advice  much  sought  after  by  his  fellow  citizens. 

Mazzei's  place  in  American  history  is,  however,  chiefly  that  of  an  envoy  to 
Europe  to  obtain  aid  for  Virginia,  in  the  form  of  money  and  supplies,  during  the 
colonial  struggle  for  independence.  Assistance  from  Europe  was  of  vital  im- 
portance if  the  American  colonies  were  to  achieve  their  independence.  In  1778, 
Jefferson  discussed  this  question  with  Governor  Patrick  Henry,  John  Page,  John 
Hancock,  George  Mason,  and  other  Americans,  suggesting  the  advisability  of 
sending  Mazzei  to  Europe  to  encourage  more  people  to  emigrate  from  the  Latin 
countries  to  Virginia,  and  to  negotiate  a  loan  of  money  or  to  obtain  supplies  on 
the  credit  of  the  state.  The  following  letter  of  Jefferson  to  the  Hon.  John  Han- 
cock,^ of  the  Massachusetts  Delegation,  Boston,  is  pertinent : 

Albemarle  in  Virginia  Octob.  19.  1778. 
Honorable  Sir 

In  a  late  conversation  with  m^  T.  Adams  since  his  return  from  Congress  I 
find,  what  indeed  might  have  been  well  supposed  that  the  state  of  the  Continental 
finances  was  not  the  most  flourishing.  The  establishment  of  banks  in  Europe  for 
the  purpose  of  maintaining  our  credit  there,  as  well  as  here,  and  by  that  means  of 
enlarging  our  supplies  by  way  of  loan  may  perhaps  meet  with  the  attention  of 
Congress.  As  it  is  probable  this  cannot  be  done  to  a  sufficient  extent  in  any  one 
place  in  Europe,  the  procuring  credit  in  several  places  tho'  to  no  great  amount 
in  any  one  of  them,  will  answer  the  same  end.  An  acquaintance  with  two  Italian 
gentlemen  who  have  settled  in  my  neighborhood  has  been  the  means  of  my  becom- 
ing acquainted  with  some  facts  which  may  perhaps  be  of  some  use  to  the  general 
cause.  The  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany  by  great  oeconomy  &  a  particular  attention 
to  the  affairs  of  his  treasury  has  I  understand  a  very  large  sum  in  ready  money 
which  it  is  thought  he  would  readily  put  out  to  interest,  more  especially  if  it  was 
proposed  not  to  carry  it  out  of  his  state,  but  to  invest  it  in  necessaries  there.  Hav- 
ing also  established  at  his  ow^n  expence  public  manufactures  for  the  employment 
of  his  poor,  it  is  said  he  has  immense  magazines  of  these  which  he  would  without 
doubt  gladly  furnish  on  credit.  —  The  Genoese  are  among  the  richest  people  in 
Europe.  Being  principally  commercial  they  make  great  sums  of  money,  which 
their  sumptuary  laws  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  expend.    The  consequence  is 

1  A  facsimile  of  this  letter  is  in  The  New  York  Public  Library  (Emmet  Collection,  3616). 
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that  for  a  long  time  they  have  put  their  money  into  the  banks  of  Europe  for  3  and 
3^  per  cent.  They  have  immense  sums  in  the  London  bank,  the  state  of  which 
has  for  some  time  alarmed  them :  &  nothing  has  prevented  their  drawing  it  out 
but  the  impossibility  of  disposing  of  it  elsewhere.  Were  they  indeed  to  go  pretty 
generally  on  the  plan  of  selling  out,  it  is  probable  they  must  sell  to  considerable 
loss,  yet  the  high  interest  we  pay  would  make  amends  for  that,  more  especially 
when  they  contemplate  the  certain  loss  of  their  principal  at  no  very  distant  period 
if  suffered  to  remain  there.  There  seems  therefore  reason  to  hope  we  might  do 
something  clever  with  them,  which  would  be  doubly  beneficial  by  supplying  our 
wants,  and  perhaps  rendering  our  Enemies  bankrupt  by  sudden  &  large  calls  on 
therp.  I  throw  out  these  things  for  your  contemplation.  If  they  can  be  wrought 
into  any  public  good  I  know  you  will  do  it.  Should  Congress  think  them  worth 
an  essay,  they  will  probably  think  it  wisest  to  negotiate  at  first  in  a  covered  way, 
&  not  put  their  credit  to  the  hazard  of  an  afifrontive  refusal,  till  they  see  a  dis- 
position to  accept  their  terms.  One  of  the  gentlemen  of  whom  I  spoke  above  (m'^ 
Mazzei)  is  I  think  more  likely  to  negotiate  this  matter  to  our  advantage  than 
perhaps  a  native  alone.  He  possesses  first  rate  abilities,  is  pretty  well  acquainted 
with  the  European  courts,  &  particularly  those  abovementioned.  is  a  native  of 
Tuscany  with  good  connections  and  I  have  seen  certain  proofs  of  the  Grand 
Duke's  personal  regard  for  him.  He  has  been  a  zealous  whig  from  the  beginning 
and  I  think  may  be  relied  on  perfectly  in  point  of  integrity.  He  is  very  sanguine  in 
his  expeditions  of  the  services  he  could  render  us  on  this  occasion  &  would  under- 
take it  on  a  very  moderate  appointment.  This,  if  Congress  were  to  adopt  the  plan 
at  all,  they  would  order  as  they  please :  He  tliinks  £600  sterl.  would  enable  him 
to  continue  there  a  twelvemonth  within  which  time  it  might  be  effected.  I  think 
the  sum  which  would  be  hazarded  of  little  consideration  when  compared  with 
the  benefits  hoped  for.  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  troubling  you  with  this  infor- 
mation, finding  there  are  few  others  now  remaining  at  Congress  of  my  former 
acquaintance,  &  none  for  whom  I  have  greater  esteem.  A  love  for  the  general 
cause  makes  me  hazard  it  for  the  general  service. — We  have  nothing  here  interest- 
ing or  worthy  your  knowledge.  I  shall  therefore  conclude  not  dealing  in  compli- 
ments, for  it  is  none  when  I  assure  you  I  am  with  high  esteem 

Your  most  obed'  humble  serv* 

Th :  Jefferson 


The  Hon*"'^  John  Hancock  esq.. 

of  the  '^ 
Boston. 


of  the  Massachusetts  delegation. 
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Because  of  his  admirable  qualifications  for  this  mission  —  being  a  Tuscan  by 
birth,  a  merchant  of  considerable  experience,  a  judge  of  men  and  their  motives, 
a  writer  —  Mazzei  received  his  appointment  from  Governor  Patrick  Henry  and 
the  Virginia  Council,  in  January,  1779.  He  was  authorized  to  obtain  a  loan  of 
gold  and  silver,  not  exceeding  £900,000,  and  to  purchase  goods  in  Italy  for  the 
use  of  the  state  troops.  Mazzei  asked  for  no  compensation,  but  only  desired  to 
have  his  expenses  paid.  He  signed  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  commonwealth 
of  Virginia  on  April  21,  1779,  and  on  June  19th  sailed  from  Hob's  Hole,  on  the 
Rappahannock,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  his  step-daughter,  and  a  friend,  Fran- 
cesco del  Maglio. 

Mazzei  encountered  many  unexpected  obstacles,  the  events  of  his  very  depar- 
ture on  the  mission  being  indicative  of  the  ill-luck  which  was  to  follow  him  both  in 
Europe  and  on  his  return  to  America.  He  had  arranged  passage  in  a  French  ship 
and  was  ready  to  sail  when  the  British  captured  and  burned  the  vessel.  Anxiety 
to  be  in  Italy,  there  to  secure  prompt  aid,  caused  him  to  take,  not  without  mis- 
givings, the  very  next  ship,  the  brig  Johnston  Smith,  Andrew  Peyton,  Captain. 
No  sooner  w^ere  they  off  the  Capes  than  the  ship  was  captured  by  the  British, 
Mazzei  and  his  family  being  taken  to  New  York  for  confinement.  In  order  to 
destroy  evidence  of  his  mission,  Mazzei  put  his  official  instructions  and  commis- 
sions in  a  bag  with  a  four-pound  shot,  and  threw  them  overboard.  On  August 
27th,  he  and  his  family  were  sent  to  Ireland,  from  which  country  he  escaped, 
in  a  Portuguese  vessel,  to  La  Rochelle,  France.  Having  reached  Nantes,  Mazzei 
composed  a  detailed  account  (16  folio  pages)  of  his  captivity  and  escape  —  a 
narrative  which  is  an  important  part  of  the  Mazzei  papers  in  The  New  York 
Public  Library. 

Mazzei  then  undertook  the  work  for  which  he  had  gone  to  Europe,  but  lacked 
the  necessary  powers,  having  no  official  capacity  in  the  absence  of  his  commission 
and  instructions.  While  waiting  for  duplicates  to  arrive,  he  collected  useful  infor- 
mation, and  from  Nantes,  Paris,  Florence,  Genoa,  Leghorn,  Amsterdam,  and 
elsewhere,  sent  dispatches  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  to  his 
successor.  Benjamin  Harrison.  These  dispatches  were  numbered  and  with  them 
are  memoranda  of  how  they  were  sent.  There  are  eighteen  of  them  in  the 
Library's  collection.  Five  others  are  transcribed  in  full  in  the  "Representation," 
and  extracts  are  given  from  six  others.  Of  the  remaining  seven  dispatches,  four 
(27,  28,  29,  and  30)  are  completely  summarized  in  dispatch  31,  two  (15  and  17) 
are  reprinted  in  full  from  the  Calendar  of  Virginia  State  Papers,  and  one  (9) 
is  referred  to  in  the  "Representation." 

The  concluding  chapter  of  Mazzei's  story  is  found  in  "A  Representation  of 
Mr.  Mazzei's  conduct,  from  the  time  of  his  appointment  to  be  Agent  of  the 
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State  in  Europe  iintill  his  return  to  Virginia."^  In  this  document  Mazzei  reviews 
his  experience  for  the  purpose  of  justifying  his  conduct  as  agent,  and  of  obtaining 
reimbursement  for  direct  expenditures  during  this  agency.  The  references  to  the 
earHer  dispatches  are  many,  and  the  quotations  from  them,  very  brief.  As  he 
developed  his  argument,  quotations  lengthened  into  transcripts  of  the  dispatches. 
Fortunately,  fourteen  of  the  eighteen  in  the  Library's  collection  are  of  the  earlier 
dispatches.  Taking  the  dispatches  and  the  "Representation"  together,  we  have  the 
story  complete. 

These  documents  are  extremely  important.  They  are  not  to  be  found  in  any 
edition  of  Jefferson's  writings,  neither  do  they  appear  in  any  articles,  nor  in 
Mazzei's  autobiography  {Memorie  dclla  Vita  e  delle  Peregrinazioni  del  Fioren- 
tino  —  Filippo  Mazsei,  Lugano,  1845-1846,  2  vols.),  nor  elsewhere.  Thus  the 
writer  feels  reasonably  certain  that  they  have  been  largely  ignored  by  historians. 
This  does  not  mean  that  the  substance  of  some  of  the  dispatches  is  not  known, 
because  much  of  it  is  given  in  Mazzei's  Vita,  which  contains  considerable  infor- 
mation about  his  American  service  as  agent  for  Virginia  during  the  American 
Revolution. 

The  following  list  of  the  Mazzei  dispatches  shows  how  completely  these  papers 
cover  the  entire  period  of  Mazzei's  mission  in  Europe  as  agent  of  Virginia : 


A^o.     From 


Dated 


Represented  in  this  publication  by 


1 

Nantes 

November  27, 

1779 

Copy  2 

2 

Nantes 

December 

5, 

1779 

Extract  in  the  "Representation" 

3 

Nantes 

December 

12, 

1779 

Copy  3 

4 

Nantes 

December  18, 

1779  and 

January- 

9, 

1780 

Copy  2 

5 

Nantes 

February 

8, 

1780 

Copy  2;  Calendar  of  Virginia  State  Papers 

6 

Nantes 

February 

18, 

1780 

Copy  3 

7 

Paris 

March 

2, 

1780 

Copy  1 

8 

Paris 

March 

4, 

1780 

Copy  3 

9 

Paris 

March 

19, 

1780 

Reference  in  "Representation"  as  letter  of  trans- 
mittal of  the  Narrative  of  his  captivity. 

10 

Paris 

April 

4, 

1780 

Copy  1 

11 

Paris 

April 

10, 

1780 

Copy  2 

12 

Paris 

April 

20, 

1780 

Copy  3 

13 

Paris 

April 

21, 

1780 

Extract  in  the  "Representation";  full  text  from 
American  Historical  Record,  Jan.,  1872,  I, 
33-34. 

14 

Paris 

May 

3, 

1780 

Copy  3 

15 

Paris 

May- 

12, 

1780 

Calendar  of  Virginia  State  Papers 

16 

Paris 

May 

19, 

1780 

Copy  3 

17 

Paris 

May 

20, 

1780 

Calendar  of  Virginia  State  Papers 

18 

Paris 

June 

2, 

1780 

Extract  in  the  "Representation" 

19 

Paris 

June 

15, 

1780 

Copy  3 

20 

Paris 

June 

22, 

1780 

Copy  3 

21 

Genoa 

August 

19, 

1780 

Extract  in  the  "Representation" 

22 

Florence 

October 

20, 

1780 

Transcript  in  the  "Representation" 

2  This  document  ■w.'as  published  in  part  and  -with  minor  changes  in  the  text,  in  The  American 
Historical  Record,  Philadelphia,  1872,  vol.  1,  p.  70-74, 106-109,  148-152. 
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23  Florence 

24  Leghorn 

25  Florence 

26  Florence 
27,  28,  29,  30, 

31 

32 

33  Florence 

34  Florence 
Florence 

35  Florence 

36  Amsterdam 


January  5,  1781 

April  8,  1781 

August  8,  1781 

October  2,  1781 


April  26,  1782 

July  19,  1782 

August  2,  1782 
September  6,  1782 
December    9,  1782 


Copy  2 

Extract  in  the  "Representation" 

Copy  3 

Extract  in  the  "Representation" 

No  Copies.    Mentioned  in  the  "Representation" 

as  being  summarized  in  No.  31. 
Transcript  in  the  "Representation" 

Copy  3 

Transcript  in  the  "Representation" 

Copy  2 

Transcript  in  the  "Representation" 

Transcript  in  the. "Representation" 


The  Manuscript  Division  of  The  New  York  Public  Library  also  preserves 
memoranda  in  the  handwriting  of  Mazzei  showing  how  he  forwarded  his  dis- 
patches to  Jefferson.  These  notes  indicate  who  carried  his  letters,  how  and  when. 
Since  each  letter  was  numbered  and  four  copies  were  sent  by  different  routes, 
Mazzei  could  determine  from  known  ship  arrivals  in  America  just  which  of  his 
letters  had  certainly  been  received.  The  memoranda  follow : 

Fridin,    via      8th  letter 


1st  letter     per   the    Cecile,    Cap" 
Charles  Town 

the  Isabella,  Cap"  Trippe,  via  Balti- 
more 

the  Kensington,  Cap"  Smith,  via 
Philadelphia 

the  Independence,  Cap"  Kirk,  via 
Philadelphia. 

2nd  letter    the  Kensington 

the  Belsey,  Cap"  Boardman,  for 
Virginia  (taken  ap.  12) 

the  Sally,  Cap^i  Coggshall,  for  Vir- 
ginia 

the  Tom  Johnson,  Cap^  Martin,  via 
Annapolis. 

3rd  letter    the  Tom  Johnson 
the  Betsey 
the  Sally 

the  Alliance,  Cont'  fregate.  Com- 
modore Jones. 

4th  letter     the  Tom  Johnson 

the  Betsey 

the  Sally 

the  Alliance 
5th  letter     the  Betsey 

the  Kensington 

the  Sally 

the  Alliance 
6th  letter     the  Betsey 

the  Kensington 

the  Sally 

the  Alliance. 
7th  letter     fav^  of  Marquis  de  la  Fayette 

the  Sally,  capn  Coggshall 

the  Kensington 

the  Alliance 


the  Kensington 

the  Sally 

the  Luzerne,  Capt  Bell 

the  Alliance 
9th  letter     per  the  Alliance 

the  Committe,    Cap"    Brisson,    via 
Philadelphia 

the  Dove,  Cap"  McKerdy  via 
Baltimore 

the  Luzerne,  Cap"  Bell 
10th  letter  the  Alliance 

the  Committe 

the  Dove 

the  Luzerne 
Uth  letter  the  Alliance 

the  Committe 

the  Dove 

the  Luzerne 
12th  letter  the  Alliance 

the  Committe 

the  Dove 

the  Luzerne 
13th  letter  the  Alliance 

the  Dove 

the  Committe 

the  Luzerne 
14th  letter  the  Alliance 

the  Dove 

the  Luzerne 

the  George,  Cap"  Montgommery  for 
Philadelphia 

15th  letter  the  Alliance 
the  Dove 
the  Luzerne 
the  George 
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About  the  beginning  of  may,  we  beared  that  the      19th  letter  p  the  Kensington 

Isabella  &  the  Independence  were  arrived,  but  P  the  Ariel  fregate 

I  have  no  certainty  of  it.  <P  the  Duke  of  Leinster 

p  the  Luke 
*  ,   *       * 

20th  letter  p  the  Kensington 

16th  letter    p  the  Luzerne  p  the  Ariel  fregate 

p  the  Dove,    Cap"    McKerdy    for  p  the  Duke  of  Leinster 

Baltimore  p  the  Luke 
p  the  Duke  of  Leinster,  Cap"  Stour 

for  Philadelphia  21st  letter  sent  to  M.  John  Adams  at  Paris 

p  the  Ariel  fregate  Cap"  Jones  p  the  Hercules,    Cap^    Keary   for 

,„  ,    ,  ,      ^  Baltimore 

17th  letter    .p  the  Luzerne  ^  ^^^  j^^^^  ^^^^^^^  C^p„  j^^^^^ 

■P  Jr  WT    f  T    •     .  for  Boston 

p  the  Duke  of  Lemster  .  „  -r.  i_- 

,p  the  Ariel  fregate  ^  Cap"     Robison,     passenger     on 

board  the  ship  Marquis  La 
18th  letter    p  the  Kensington,  Cap"  Smith  for  Fayette 

Philadelphia  -n    ,  ,  c     ,  .     m      a  j  ,  -n     • 

p  the  Ariel  fregate  22nd  letter  Sent  to  Mr.  Adams  at  Pans 
p  the  Duke  of  Leinster  P  the  Hercules 

p  the  Luke,  Cap"  Clarke  for  Phila-  P  the  Mars 

delphia  p  Cap"  Robison,  as  above. 

Mazzei's  mission  was  fruitless,  except  in  vexations  and  pecuniary  losses  for 
himself ;  and  these  he  attributed  largely  to  the  neglect  and  indifference  of  the  State 
of  Virginia.  Mazzei  had  indeed  been  well  chosen,  and  had  he  been  even  half- 
heartedly supported  by  the  Virginian  authorities,  might  have  added  much  to  the 
power  of  the  Old  Dominion  in  the  trying  years  of  1779  to  1782. 

Upon  his  return  to  America  in  November,  1783,  however,  his  services  did  not 
lack  appreciation,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  following  resolution  passed  by  the  Board 
of  Trade  of  Virginia : 

"And  the  Board  reflecting  on  the  patriotic  exertions  of  Mr.  Mazzei  in  favor  of 
this  country  in  the  aforesaid  appointment  are  of  the  opinion  that  he  has  conducted 
himself  therein  with  activity,  assiduity  and  zeal,  and  that  the  ill  sweep  that  has 
attended  his  business  is  by  no  means  imputable  to  him  but  to  certain  coincident 
circumstances,  and  that  his  conduct  merits  the  appreciation  of  the  Board  of  which 
this  is  to  be  considered  as  a  testimonial." 

Disappointed  over  his  inability  to  obtain  a  consulship,  Mazzei  sailed  from  New 
York  on  June  17,  1785,  for  France,  where  he  lived  in  poverty  during  the  next 
three  years.  In  Paris  he  again  met  Jefferson,  who  had  succeeded  Franklin  as 
Minister  to  France.  About  this  time  there  appeared  Mably's  work,  Observations 
sur  le  Gouvernement  et  les  Lois  des  Etats-Unis  d'Amerique,  which  highly  dis- 
pleased Mazzei  because  of  its  incompleteness  and  inaccuracies.  Mazzei  thereupon 
undertook  to  refute  Mably,  and  began  his  own  work,  Recherches  historiqiies  et 
politiques  sur  les  Etats-Unis  de  I' Amerique  septentrionale,  which  was  published 
in  four  volumes  in  1788.  This  study  was  considered  at  the  time  the  most  authori- 
tative work  on  x^merica  published  in  France. 
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Subsequently,  Mazzei  was  appointed  "intelligencer"  in  Paris  for  Stanislas 
Poniatowski,  King  of  Poland.  He  held  this  position  until  December,  1791,  when 
the  King  called  him  to  Warsaw.  Here  he  played  an  important  role  in  attempts 
to  improve  the  finances  of  Poland,  but  the  internal  conditions  of  the  country 
were  in  such  deplorable  state  that  nothing  was  achieved.  Mazzei  remained  there 
until  July,  1792.  Following  the  second  partition  of  Poland,  he  returned  to  Italy, 
establishing  his  residence  in  Pisa. 

On  April  24,  1796,  Jefferson  wrote  Mazzei,  then  in  Florence,  a  letter  in  which 
he  bitterly  attacked  the  Federalist  leaders  (including,  b}^  implication,  Washing- 
ton) for  their  "monarchistic"  tendencies,  and  declared  that  democracy  was  being 
betrayed  by  "men  who  were  Samsons  in  the  field  and  Solomons  in  the  council, 
but  who  have  had  their  heads  shorn  by  the  harlot  England."  The  letter  read  in 
part: 

"The  aspect  of  our  politics  has  wonderfully  changed  since  you  left  us.  In  place 
of  that  noble  love  of  liberty  and  republican  government  which  carried  us  trium- 
phantly through  the  war,  an  Anglican  monarchical  and  aristocratical  party  has 
sprung  up,  whose  avowed  object  is  to  draw  over  us  the  substance,  as  they  have 
already  done  the  forms,  of  the  British  Government.  The  main  body  of  our  citi- 
zens, however,  remain  true  to  their  republican  principles :  the  whole  landed  interest 
is  republican,  and  so  is  a  great  mass  of  talents.  Against  us  are  the  Executive,  the 
judiciary,  two  out  of  three  branches  of  the  Legislature,  all  the  officers  of  the 
Government,  all  who  want  to  be  officers,  all  timid  men  who  prefer  the  calm  of 
despotism  to  the  boisterous  sea  of  liberty.  British  merchants  and  Americans 
trading  on  British  capitals,  speculators,  and  holders  in  the  banks  of  public  funds, 
a  continuance  invented  for  the  purpose  of  corruption,  and  for  assimilating  us  in 
all  things  to  the  rotten  as  well  as  the  sound  parts  of  the  British  model.  It  would 
give  you  a  fever  were  I  to  name  to  you  the  apostates  who  have  gone  over  to  these 
heresies,  men  who  were  Samsons  in  the  field  and  Solomons  in  the  council,  but 
who  have  had  their  heads  shorn  by  the  harlot  England.  In  short,  we  are  likely 
to  preserve  the  liberty  we  have  obtained  only  by  unremitting  labors  and  perils. 
But  we  shall  preserve  it ;  and  our  mass  of  weight  and  wealth  on  the  good  side  is  so 
great,  as  to  leave  no  danger  that  force  will  ever  be  attempted  against  us.  We  have 
only  to  awake  and  snap  the  Lilliputian  cords  with  which  they  have  been  entangling 
us  during  the  first  sleep  which  succeeded  our  labors."-' 

Mazzei,  an  ardent  republican,  translated  this  letter  into  Italian,  and,  without 
authority,  published  it  at  Florence,  on  January  1,  1797.  Thence  it  was  picked 
up  by  French  papers,  and  appeared  on  January  25th,  in  the  Gazette  Nationale,  ou 

3  Randall,  Henry  S.  The  Life  of  Thomas  Jefferson.  New  York,  Derby  &  Jackson,  1858,  II, 
295-296. 
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le  Moniteur  Univcrsel,  at  Paris,  where  it  was  seen  by  an  American  who  re-trans- 
lated the  French  version  into  EngHsh,  and  sent  it  to  the  United  States.  It  appeared 
in  American  newspapers  in  May,  1797,  soon  after  Jefferson's  inauguration  as 
Vice-President.  Although  this  English  version  was  far  from  accurate,  its  style 
bearing  traces  of  the  metamorphoses  it  had  undergone,  nevertheless  its  publication 
brought  out  volumes  of  fierce  controversy,  especially  among  the  Federalists,  who 
even  suggested  the  impeachment  of  Jefferson. 

In  his  later  years,  Mazzei  lived  on  an  annual  pension  received  from  Emperor 
Alexander  of  Russia.  Thus  assured  of  a  living,  he  wrote  his  autobiography, 
Memorie.  In  the  summer  of  181 5  he  was  stricken  with  a  severe  illness.  His  death 
came  the  following  winter,  on  March  19,  1816,  and  he  was  buried  in  Pisa.  On 
receiving  the  news  of  Mazzei's  death,  Jefferson,  his  lifelong  friend,  paid  him 
a  glowing  tribute.  In  a  letter  to  Giovanni  Carmignani,  dated  Monticello  in  Vir- 
ginia, July  18,  1816,  Jefferson  wrote:"* 

"An  intimacy  of  40  years  had  proved  to  me  his  great  worth,  and  a  friendship 
which  had  begun  in  personal  acquaintance,  was  maintained  after  separation,  with- 
out abatement  by  a  constant  interchange  of  letters.  His  esteem  too  in  this  country 
was  very  general ;  his  early  &  zealous  cooperation  in  the  establishment  of  our 
independance  having  acquired  for  him  here  a  great  degree  of  favor." 

To  his  friend  Thomas  Appleton,  who  had  informed  him  of  Mazzei's  death, 
Jefferson  wrote  on  July  18, 1816,  as  follows  •} 

"He  [Mazzei]  had  some  peculiarities,  &  who  of  us  has  not?  But  he  was  of 
solid  worth;  honest,  able,  zealous  in  sound  principles  Moral  &  political,  con- 
stant in  friendship,  and  punctual  in  all  his  undertakings.  He  was  greatly  esteemed 
in  this  country,  and  some  one  has  inserted  in  our  papers  an  account  of  his  death, 
with  a  handsome  and  just  eulogy  of  him,  and  a  proposition  to  publish  his  life  in 
one  8  vo.  volume.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  what  he  has  written  of  himself  during 
the  portion  of  the  revolutionary  period  he  has  passed  with  us,  would  furnish  some 
good  material  for  our  history  of  which  there  is  already  a  wonderful  scarcity. 
But  where  this  undertaker  of  his  history  is  to  get  his  materials,  I  know  not,  nor 
who  he  is." 


^  Ford,  Paul  Leicester.  Writings  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  vol.  10,  p.  49. 
5  Ford,  Writings  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  vol.  10,  p.  46. 


THE   DISPATCHES 

MAZZEI  TO  THOMAS  JEFFERSON 

[Dispatch  No.  1,  2nd  Copy.] 

g.  '  [Nantes,  Nov.  27,  1779.] 

It  is  8  days  since  I  arrived  at  this  place  from  Rochelle,  near  which 
City  I  was  set  a-shore  in  an  Island  by  a  Portugueese  vessel  from  Cork  in  Irland. 
The  various  circumstances,  which  have  contributed  to  my  liberty,  &  several  other 
anecdotes  since  I  left  the  Capes  of  Virginia,  deserve  I  think  that  I  should  trouble 
you  with  an  account  of  them  ;^  but  an  illness  of  2  months  &  half,  &  the  constant 
uneasiness  of  the  mind  during  5  months,  have  reduced  me  so  low,  that  I  can 
scarsely  write  at  all.^  I  must  therefore  confine  myself  at  present  to  that,  which 
is  most  immediately  necessary.  I  am  at  a  loss  what  to  do  for  want  of  my  papers. 
I  mentioned  more  than  once  to  the  late  Governor,  M""  Page,''  &  Col.  Maddison 
the  propriety  of  sending  several  duplicates  of  my  Commissions  &  Instructions 
by  the  first  opportunities.'^  I  even  did  remember  it  to  Col.  Maddison  in  one,  or 
2,  of  my  letters  dated  on  board  the  Johnston  Smith  ^  in  Rappahannack,  or  York 
River.  I  wish  they  had  been  sent  to  IVf  Penet^  in  Philadelphia  before  the  7^^  of 
August,  as  his  letters  of  that  date  arrived  at  his  house  in  this  City  about  a  month 

1  Mazzei's  account  of  his  capture,  captivity,  and  escape  from  the  British,  which  he  sent  to  Gover- 
nor Jefferson  with  his  dispatch  No.  9  from  Paris  on  March  19,  1780,  is  included  in  the  present 
pubHcation. 

2  Two  or  three  days  after  his  departure  from  New  York,  Mazzei  suffered  an  attack  of  malaria 
which  confined  him  to  bed  during  the  rest  of  the  voyage,  and  for  three  weeks  after  his  arrival  in 
Ireland.  —  Mazzei,  Vita  e  Peregrinasioni,  I,  420. 

3  Page,  John,  1744-1808.  A  member  of  the  Colonial  Council,  and  of  the  convention  which  in  1776 
framed  the  constitution  of  Virginia.  In  the  course  of  the  War  he  contributed  a  large  part  of  his 
very  considerable  private  fortune  to  aid  the  patriot  cause.  He  was  a  member  of  Congress  from 
1789  to  1797,  and  from  1802  to  1805,  was  Governor  of  Virginia.  Subsequently,  until  his  death,  he 
was  Commissioner  of  Loans  for  this  State. 

4  When  his  ship  was  captured  by  the  British,  and  he  and  his  family  were  taken  prisoners,  Mazzei, 
in  order  to  destroy  the  evidence  against  him,  threw  overboard  his  instructions  and  commission. 

5  Johnston  Smith,  the  brig  on  which  Mazzei  sailed  from  Virginia,  and  which  was  soon  captured 
by  the  British. 

6  Merchant  of  Nantes  and  one  of  the  adventurers  who  under  pretences  of  great  friendship  for 
the  American  cause  offered  their  services  to  Congress,  and  used  their  official  position  for  their 
own  private  advantage.  Penet  had  left  Philadelphia  for  France  in  1775,  carrying  with  him  from 
the  Committee  a  large  contract  for  supplying  arms,  ammunition,  and  clothing  for  the  American 
army.  Though  zealous  to  serve  the  colonies,  Penet  was  not  a  man  of  great  capital  or  influential 
connections.  In  a  letter  to  Robert  Morris,  written  from  Passy,  on  December  14,  1782,  Dr.  Franklin 
said,  after  speaking  of  Virginia:  "Penet  is  broke  and  absconded.  His  creditors  are  all  worrying 
me  with  their  complaints,  who  have  nothing  to  do  with  his  affairs.  I  have  long  since  mentioned 
the  inconvenience  of  the  attempts  of  separate  states  to  borrow  money  in  Europe.  They  have  hurt 
our  credit  and  produced  nothing.  We  have  put  faith  in  every  adventurer,  who  pretended  to  have 
influence  here,  and  who,  when  he  arrived,  had  none  but  what  our  appointment  gave  him." 

[15] 
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since.  I  could  not  with  any  degree  of  prudence  attempt  from  New-York,  or  Long- 
Island,  to  write  to  Virginia.  I  had  imagined  to  write  to  M''  Bellini  ^  in  such  a 
manner,  that  you  could  understand  my  meaning ;  but  having  signified  to  those 
persons,  who  under  hand  favoured  me  as  much  as  possible,  that  I  wanted  to  write 
to  an  Italian  Gentleman  in  Williamsbourg  about  his  domestick  affairs  in  Italy, 
which  he  had  recommended  to  me,  they  advised  me  not  even  to  mention  my  desire 
of  writing  to  any  body.  Indeed  nothing  but  the  necessity  of  drawing  for  money 
induced  me  to  write  twice  to  my  Friends ;  and  that,  as  I  was  told,  could  not  give 
suspicion  to  my  prejudice.  The  capture  of  IVP  Smith,  who  had  set  out  for  Vir- 
ginia before  I  was  brought  to  New- York  I  expected  would  have  hurried  the 
sending  the  duplicates  of  my  papers  with  additional  commissions.  There  is  one 
Col.  MacCalle  at  Paris,  who  wrote  to  M*"  Penet's  House,  that  he  is  charged  by 
the  Gov*  of  Virginia  to  cooperate  with  M"^  Smith  &c.  &c.,  that  he  was  taken,  of 
of  course  had  threwn  his  papers  overboard ;  &  desired  to  be  supplied  with  money. 
But  far  from  supplying  with  money  an  unknown  person,  who  has  nothing  to 
shew  to  convalidate  what  he  writes,  or  says,  it  is  not  convenient  for  them  even 
to  supply  me  with  the  300.  Louis  mentioned  in  M""  Penet's  letter  of  credit  in  my 
favour,  which  I  had  of  the  State  to  enable  me  to  proceed  as  far  as  my  native 
Country.  They  have  however  supplied  me  with  some,  &  I  hope  they  will  with  a 
little  more;  but  that  I  attribute  to  the  very  distressed  condition,  in  which  I  have 
come  to  them,  &  to  the  strong  feelings  of  M''  da  Costa  ^  in  favour  of  America 
&  her  sons,  as  I  have  seen  the  declaration  of  the  Partners  in  Paris  against  making 
the  least  further  advance  untill  some  remittances  are  received  from  America. 
Indeed  the  exorbitant  sums  due  to  them  from  Virginia,  South  Carolina,  Massa- 
chusettz,  &  Congress  I  am  afraid  may  be  of  infinite  prejudice  to  their  credit,  if 
some  remittances  don't  arrive  pretty  soon ;  which  would  be  a  disgrace  upon  us. 
There  is  not  the  least  shadow  of  distrust,  the  American  Independence  is  looked 
upon  as  certain,  the  great  internal  resources  of  Virginia  are  well  Known,  the 
desire  of  complying  with  our  wishes  is  great,  but  the  power  I  fear  is  failing.  As 
to  my  situation  it  is  really  precarious ;  I  have  already  drawn  on  my  Friends,  as 
mentioned ;  I  am  obliged  to  pay  here  a  debt  of  58  guineas  contracted  in  Irland ;  & 
shall  probably  be  obliged  to  expect  here  remittances  from  my  Friends  to  enable 
me  to  discharge  it,  &  to  proceed  in  my  journey.  As  soon  as  I  am  in  my  native 
Country  I  shall  not  want  for  my  subsistance,  but  the  unexpected  multiplied  heavy 
expences  I  have  been  at  since  I  left  Virginia  will  probably  oblige  me  to  an  economy 
prejudicial  to  my  public  duty,  if  I  don't  receive  soon  some  assistance  from  you. 

7  Bellini,  Carlo,  1735-1804,  a  native  of  Florence,  Tuscany,  whom  Mazzei  encouraged  to  come  to 
America.  For  twenty-four  years,  from  1779  to  1803,  he  was  a  professor  at  the  College  of  William 
and  Mary,  teaching  French,  Italian,  Spanish,  and  German. 

8  D'Acosta,  member  of  a  banking  firm  bearing  his  name,  in  Nantes. 
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Should  I  recover  my  fortune  in  Tuscany  you  may  depend  that  I  will  spend  it  to 
the  last  farthing  if  necessary;  but  that  will  require  time.  The  affairs  in  Europe 
are  as  follows ;  England  in  mourning ;  France  &  Spain  triumphant ;  the  Dutch 
determined  to  Keep  their  newtrality;  Russia  if  joined  to  England  will  scarsely 
ballance  the  power  of  France  &  Spain ;  &  the  other  Powers  seem  determined  to 
be  spectators.  Should  the  convoy  not  sail  immediately  I  may  perhaps  be  able  to 
write  fully,  &  descend  to  particulars  in  a  second  letter  by  the  same  vessel.  I  shall 
enumerate  my  original  letters  1,  2,  3,  4,  &c;  &  shall  distinguish  the  copies  by 
first  Copy,  2.^  Copy  &c.  I  wish  that  the  same  method  may  be  observed  in  the  letters 
to  me,  &  that  I  may  be  informed  of  every  one  of  my  letters,  that  are  received, 
either  copies,  or  originals,  &  by  which  vessel,  if  possible.^  I  can  write  non  more ; 
I  hope  to  be  excused  in  consequence  of  my  bad  state  of  health ;  &  I  have  the  honour 
to  be  most  respectfully,  o. 

Your  Excellency's  most  Obed* 
&  most  Flumble  Servant 

[Endorsed:]  Mr.  Madzei  Letter  reed  Jan^'  81.  ^  " 

[Dispatch  No.  3,  3rd  Copy.] 

c.  Nantes,  Dec"-  12''>  1779 

Sir, 

A  very  good  piece  of  intelligence,  which  I  rec."^  yesterday,  has  been  followed  by 

very  morti faying  news  arrived  in  Town  to  day.   yesterday  I  was  informed,  that 

9.  days  since  it  was  resolved  in  the  King's  council  to  lend  Congress,  in  arms  and 

such  other  things  as  they  want,  to  the  amount  of  16.  millions  of  livres.    I  must 

give  you  a  clear  notion  of  my  authority  to  enable  you  to  weigh  with  your  own 

scales  the  probability  of  this  intelligence,  as  well  as  the  importance  of  other 

matters.  I  became  lately  acquainted  in  a  Coffe-house  with  an  elderly  Gentleman, ^° 

who  appears  to  be  prudent  and  wise,  a  deep  politician,  and  a  sound  philosopher. 

He  certainly  Knows  mankind,  and  the  characteres  of  European  Nations.  He  is  a 

stranger  here,  &  I  suppose  him  a  resident  in  Paris.   As  I  found  his  conversation 

pleasing  and  instructive  I  courted  his  acquaintance,  and  he  seems  to  think  himself 

well  repayed  by  the  satisfaction  afforded  by  mine  to  his  curiosity.   I  have  reason 

to  believe,  that  the  person,  from  whom  he  has  received  the  above  intelligence, 

is  well  acquainted  with  what  ever  passes  in  the  council,  and  a  regular  corrispondent 

of  this  gentleman.  By  2  persons  from  I'Orient  and  letters  from  Brest  ^°^  we  have 

9  While  abroad  Mazzei  numbered  all  his  dispatches  to  the  governors  of  Virginia. 
10  The  identity  of  this  person  is  not  revealed  even  in  Mazzei's   Vita,  in  which  he  refers  ex- 
tensively to  his  mission  in  behalf  of  the  American  colonies. 
10^  The  phrase  "we  have  beared  the"  is  an  interlineation. 
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heared  the  desagreable  news  of  Count  D'Esteings's  ^^  defeat  in  America,  sup- 
posed to  have  happened  on  Long-Island,  where  they  say  he  has  lost  many  men, 
and  has  been  dangerously  wounded  himself  in  2  places.  The  accounts  are  various 
and  confused ;  but  they  all  seem  to  signify,  that  the  Count  is  furious  against  the 
Americans ;  that  he  has  been  betraied  by  them ;  that  he  was  not  joined  by  any 
thing  like  the  number  of  our  troops  he  had  been  promised ;  that  at  the  first  fire 
the  Americans  ran,  and  left  him  in  the  lurch ;  &c.  &c.  D'Esteing  is  reckoned  a 
Hero,  and  is  now  the  darling  of  France ;  but  in  this  town  they  are  downright  mad 
for  him.  I  never  wanted  the  company  of  my  judicious  gentleman  more  than  this 
day.  We  had  4  hours  of  a  very  interesting  conversation,  and  every  topick  was 
maturely  considered  and  thoroughly  digested.  He  thinks  that  the  accounts  are 
too  uncertain  to  hazard  an  opinion  ab*  the  reception  the  Count  is  likely  to  meet 
with  at  court;  he  says  however  that  courage  is  highly  esteemed,  and  that  the 
dissatisfaction  proceeded  from  having  done  nothing  in  Europe  with  so  powerful 
a  fleet  may  reflect  such  a  splendor  or  boldness  as  to  eclipse  many  faults;  that 
supposing  the  Count  to  the  highest  pitch  of  favour  (as  it  may  be  the  case)  and  so 
furious  against  the  Americans  (as  reported)  his  anger  would  not  produce  any 
alteration  in  the  adopted  measure  of  lending  Congress  the  said  some,  as  both 
honour  and  good  policy  require  now  to  go  on.  He  looks  with  contempt  on  the 
popular  voice,  and  with  indignation  on  the  expressions  and  clamours  of  the  en- 
thusiasts, of  whom  this  Town  is  cheafly  composed;  and  with  his  prudent  and 
sound  reflections  has  afforded  some  relief  to  my  excessive  uneasiness  on  some 
respects ;  but  on  the  other  hand  the  conversation  has  brought  me  to  the  Knowledge 
of  2  things  extremely  disagreable.  One  is  the  want  of  subordination,  order, 
and  discipline  in  the  marine  of  France,  and  the  other  a  reigning  opinion  in  Paris 
that  should  the  French  meet  with  bad  success  in  the  next  campaign,  the  Americans 
would  settle  their  matters  with  Great  Britain.  What  is  called  in  France  the  Body 
of  the  Marine  comprehends  not  only  all  the  officers  from  the  highest  Commander 
to  the  youngest  midshipman,  but  likewise  those  who  have  the  direction  of  what 
belongs  to  the  sea-service  and  the  Members  of  the  King's  council  for  that  departe- 
ment.  They  are  of  the  rank  called  Noblesse;  they  form  a  powerful  body  by  hang- 
ing together;  and  will  disappoint  and  disobey  a  commander  at  sea  if  they  don't 
like  him,  and  for  the  same  reason  occasion  delay  and  other  inconveniencies  on  land 
and  in  the  harbours  to  frustrate  a  good  measure  of  the  Minister.  The  evil  is  great, 
and  very  deeply  rooted,  owing  in  a  great  degree  to  the  almost  total  neglect  of  the 
marine  in  the  late  reign.  Many  good  officers,  who  of  late  have  been  taken  in  to 
the  King's  service  from  the  commoners,  are  by  the  others  considered  as  an 

11  Estaing,  Charles  Hector  Theodat,  Comte  d',  1729-1794.   French  Admiral  in  command  of  the 
fleet  sent  to  aid  the  United  States  against  Great  Britain. 
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inferior  body;  they  are  called  intruders;  and  consequently  often  exposed  to  an 
ungenteel  treatment.  The  evil  is  however  something  lessened,  and  they  think 
seriously  of  applying  good  remedies  to  it ;  but  a  perfect  cure  (says  this  gentleman) 
cannot  be  obtained,  as  soon  as  is  wanted,  in  this  mild  Government  ;^^  it  would  be 
necessary,  he  thinks,  to  have  a  Minister  of  the  Marine  of  Cromwel's  character. 
The  reigning  opinion,  that  the  Americans  are  too  tired  of  the  war  to  continue 
it  much  longer,  and  that  they  will  make  it  up  with  England,  if  France  was,  to  be 
some  thing  unsuccessful  in  the  next  campaign,  is  generally  entertained  by  the 
best  politicians  from  the  accounts  constantly  rec*^  from  America,  and  the  little 
patriotick  spirit  which  (they  say)  has  been  commonly  observed  in  those  Ameri- 
cans, who  have  been,  or  are  in  France.  The  number  of  our  Tories,  and  persons 
partial  to  the  English  Gov*  has  been  much  exagerated  in  France  not  only  by 
frenchmen  returned  from  America,  but  by  many  of  our  own  people  likewise 
through  indiscretion,  or  villany.  As  I  think  the  good  opinion  of  this  gentleman 
worth  acquiring,  I  have  mentioned  to  him  a  number  of  our  good  Patriots  and 
Fleros  and  several  anecdotes,  which  would  shine  in  the  history  of  the  best  times 
of  Rome.  He  observed  that  it  would  have  been  a  very  good  thing  if  some  such 
had  been  sent  over.  I  noticed  his  hints  relative  to  several  persons  in  high  posts, 
and  on  the  bulk  of  those  who  have  been  over  with  publick  commissions  from  the 
several  states.  I  had  already  beared  with  mortification  the  character  left  behind 
by  some,  who  have  been  over  with  commissions  from  our  own  state.  As  to  a 
certain  progeny  I  have  convinced  him  of  the  necessity  of  supporting  them  at  first, 
as  the  opposite  party  was  composed  of  men,  who  though  unexceptionable  in 
private  life,  were  very  dangerous  for  their  political  principles.  As  to  a  person 
who  has  made  a  great  noice,  and  whom  I  dont  Know  personally,  I  have  observed 
that  a  Nation  in  infancy  at  the  first  entering  on  publick  business  could  not  pretend 
to  a  thorough  Knowledge  of  mankind,  but  that  they  had  acquired  experience,  and 
things  were  about  changing  much  for  the  better  when  I  left  America ;  and  to  the 
bulk  of  persons  &c ;  I  have  described  as  well  as  I  could  the  situation  of  our  country 
to  prove  that  in  many  instances  we  cannot  have  our  choice,  and  to  convince  him 
of  the  necessity  we  have  been  in  till  now  of  Keeping  our  best  and  wisest  men 
at  home  for  the  forming  and  improving  our  new  Governments,  besides  other 
reasons,  which  I  have  mentioned.  He  has  been  highly  pleased  with  our  new  laws 
in  favour  of  liberty,  and  is  quite  delighted  with  our  barriers  against  Aristocracy. 
He  is  better  reconciled  with  our  conduct,  but  insists  that  some  proper  persons 
ought  to  have  been  sent  to  Europe  at  any  rate.  Fie  says  that  the  Queen  calls  D*" 
Franklin  her  Papa ;  that  the  whole  Kingdom  pay  due  regard  to  his  great  merit, 

12  For  an  account  of  the  corrupt  state  of  public  and  military  affairs  of  the  time,  see  C.  J.  H. 
Hayes,  A  Political  and  Social  History  of  Modern  Europe,  I,  454. 
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the  larned  and  scientifick  body  in  particular ;  that  he  is  an  honour  to  his  country ; 
but  that  he  was  well  known  long  time  since,  and  it  would  have  been  as  Well  to  have 
sent  over  some  other  good  samples.  He  has  likewise  observed  that  the  D''  is  old, 
and  that  an  active  insinuating  person  could  have  served  his  country  much  better 
in  several  instances.  The  merit  of  M""  John  Adams  has  not  been  Known.  You 
may  remember  that  I  foretold  it  in  consequence  of  the  account  I  had  of  him  from 
you,  and  that  I  deplored  the  loss  of  that  man  in  Congress  to  go  where  his  talents 
would  be  lost.  I  heartly  wish,  that  you  had  accepted  the  offer  of  congress  yourself. 
The  accounts  I  gave  the  Gentleman  of  the  state  of  our  affairs  at  several  periods 
induced  him  to  ask  how  it  is  come  that  the  Americans  have  not  applied  for 
assistance  to  the  court  of  France  in  Clear  terms ;  and  he  seems  to  have  no  manner 
of  doubt,  that  they  could  then,  and  can  now  obtain  what  they  want  by  proper 
application.  I  don't  think  I  have  succeeded  to  persuade  him,  that  the  Americans 
would  never  make  peace  with  England  without  the  consent  of  France.  The  least 
doubt  of  such  a  thing  would  make  me  shudder  could  I  but  harbour  it.  Besides 
the  disgrace  such  a  step  would  bring  upon  us,  we  would  soon  and  bitterly  repent 
on  other  accounts.  Was  even  England  to  be  successful  in  many  instances,  her  ruin 
is  unavoidable.  France  can  bring  her  on  her  Knees  by  only  standing  on  the  de- 
fensive. D'Esteing's  defeat  will  be  (I  am  afraid)  of  the  worst  consequence  to 
us,  and  I  heartly  wish  that  that  Gen"^"  had  never  seen  America ;  but  should  we 
lose  our  patience  just  when  our  enemies  are  at  their  last  efforts  ?  I  shall  trouble 
you  again  on  this  subject  as  soon  as  we  receive  more  certain  accounts,  and  I  am, 

most  respectfully  c^.  ,  ,111 

^  -^  bir,  Your  Excellency  s  most  humble 

&  most  Obedient  Servant 

His  Excellency  Th^  Jefferson,  Philip  Mazzei 

Esq""^  Gov""  of  Virginia 


# 


[Dispatch  No  4,  2nd  Copy.] 

Sir, 


Nantes,  Dec"-  18'^  1779. 

We  Know  at  last,  that  D'Esteing's  melancholy  affair  happened  in 
Georgia ;  that  our  few  regulars  there  behaved  very  well ;  &  we  hear  that  it  was 
the  militia  who  did  not  Keep  their  ground ;  &  that  the  pretended  treachery  did 
consist  in  the  villany  of  one  of  our  officers  from  New-England,  who  deserted  & 
informed  the  enemy  of  Desteing's  plan  for  the  attack.  We  are  convinced  that 
D'Esteing's  people,  who  adore  him,  have  exagerated  matters  &  accertained 
suppositions  to  magnify  his  actions,  &  render  them  more  conspicuous ;  &  that  the 
accounts  from  the  people  on  board  have  besides  been  ornamented  in  travelling 
with  new  additions.    Nothing  is  Known  from  D'Esteing  himself,  &  it  cannot 
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be  otherwise,  as  the  first  intelHgence  must  always  be  given  to  Government.  It  is 
still  insisted,  that  the  Count  had  been  promised  to  be  joined  by  8000.  of  our 
troops,  which  being  impossible  in  those  parts  makes  me  hope  that  all  the  reports 
to  our  disadvantage  will  dissipate  like  smoke  as  soon  as  we  have  a  genuine  account 
of  the  affair  in  the  french  gazette,  which  is  retarded  by  the  very  slow  travelling 
of  the  Count  in  consequence  of  his  wounds.  The  future  prospect  of  things  in  the 
southern  states  disturbs  my  mind  as  much  as  any  unfortunate  event  ever  happened 
since  the  beginning  of  the  war.  I  am  afraid  for  Charles  Town,^^  &  apprehend 
another  descent  much  worse  than  the  first  in  our  poor  unarmed  state.  By  the 
precipitation  with  which  D'Esteing  is  come  away,  he  must  have  left  poor  Lincoln 
in  a  very  precarious  situation;  &  by  bringing  home  12  men  of  war  &  troops, 
before  the  arrival  of  others,  he  has  made  the  Enemies  masters  in  the  western  seas, 
&  has  put  the  french  Islands  in  great  danger.  There  is  at  Brest,  destined  for  that 
place,  16.  men  of  war  besides  fregates  &  other  smaller  vessels,  &  6000.  men ;  but 
they  won't  be  ready  to  sail  in  less  than  3  weeks.  They  say,  that  when  he  found 
that  12  ships  of  the  line,  which  ought  to  have  sailed  in  Sepf  were  still  here,  he 
was  struck  by  a  fit  of  deep  melancholy.  His  partisans  say,  that  he  had  express 
orders  to  come  away;  that  the  state  of  his  ships  &  the  sickness  of  the  soldiers 
did  not  permit  him  to  stay  any  longer ;  that  he  was  to  have  come  home  long  ago ; 
that  he  had  been  promised  &  disappointed  too  many  times ;  that,  if  he  had  been 
supported  in  the  manner  agreed,  especially  as  to  time,  he  would  have  done  great 
things;  that  if  he  had  not  come  the  vessels  for  that  station  would  not  have  been 
ready  in  4.  months  hence ;  that  he  was  much  wanted  at  home  for  the  reformation 
of  the  marine;  &  that  he  is  come  fully  determined  to  have  it  done,  or  he  will 
resign.  Those,  who  in  some  respects  are  of  a  different  opinion,  aspecially  as  to  his 
coming  away  before  the  arrival  of  other  vessels,  speak  very  softly,  the  other 
party  being  an  impetuous  torrent.  -.      y  q^ij  ^  -^^ 

The  Count  has  been  by  his  wounds  much  retarded  in  his  journey.  He  is  lately 
arrived  at  Paris,  &  was  rec*^  most  gratiously  at  Court,  &  with  transports  of  joy  by 
the  People. ^"^  His  wounds  &  generosity  have  probably  contributed  to  it.  He  is 
not  rich,  &  has  given  up  to  his  people  the  share  of  his  profits.  He  cannot  yet  stand 
without  crutches,  &  is  now  something  worse  on  account  of  the  prodigious  num.ber 
of  visits  he  has  been  obliged  to  receive.  The  account  of  the  affair  at  Savannah 
in  the  french  gazette  has  been  fully  detailed ;  but  I  shall  only  give  you  an  extract 
of  a  few  particulars  in  as  little  compass  as  possible.  "Count  D'Esteing  finding 
many  of  his  vessels  much  damaged  by  a  strong  gale,  resolved  to  go  no  further 

13  Charleston,  South  Carohna. 

14  See  Marins  et  Soldats  Frangais  en  Amerique,  by  Amblard  Marie  Raymond  Amedee,  Vicomte 
de  Noailles,  1903;  Beatson,  Naval  and  Military  Memoirs  of  Great  Britain,  V. 
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north,  &  to  undertake  the  siege  of  Savannah  with  the  troops  he  had  on  board,  to 
whom  were  joined  2000.  men  of  the  United  States  commanded  by  Gen'  Lincoln. 
The  combined  army  consisted  of  5524.  men;  the  besieged  under  Gen'  Prevost 
were  7168,  4000  of  which  were  negroes.  The  24*''  of  Sepf  the  Enemy  made  a 
sally,  &  was  repulsed  with  loss.  Being  impossible  to  continue  the  seige  for  reasons 
&c.,  the  9*''  of  October  the  retrenchments  were  attacked.  The  Enemy  informed 
of  the  plan  of  the  attack  by  fugitives  had  prepared  the  defence  accordingly.  The 
french  &  americans  attacked  with  the  greatest  vigour,  &  returned  3-times  to  the 
charge,  but  the  superiority  of  number  obliged  them  to  desist."  I  shall  not  say  a 
word  about  the  number  of  Killed  &c.  &c.  The  gazette  takes  notice  of  the  great 
harmony,  which  subsisted  between  the  french  and  Americans  in  the  following 
words :  La  plus  grand  union  a  subsiste  entre  les  Troupes  comhinees.  I  hope  it 
has  been  so;  but  be  as  it  will,  I  have  more  than  once  been  pleased  with  their 
prudence  in  endeavouring  to  destroy  the  credit  of  such  reports,  as  are  calculated 
to  impress  the  people  of  the  2.  nations  against  each  other.  I  wish  we  would  follow 
their  example,  &  I  think  we  never  had  more  need  of  it  than  at  present.  The  Enemy 
will  have  a  good  play  now  with  our  people  to  insinuate  notions  of  their  omni- 
potence, &  the  little  value  of  the  french  alliance.  The  greater  were  the  forces 
of  this  Hero,  &  the  more  his  merit  is  magnified  in  France,  the  stronger  will  be 
in  the  minds  of  our  people  the  impression  of  that  nothing  he  has  done  in  twice 
he  has  been  with  us.  The  French  have  in  their  power  to  lend  us  an  effectual 
assistance,  &  I  flatter  myself,  that  was  I  in  Paris  I  should  not  be  a  useless  instru- 
ment towards  contributing  to  it.  The  Gentleman  mentioned  in  my  letter  3.  assured 
me,  that  M'  de  Fartine  would  be  very  glad  to  here  from  my  mouth  such  relations 
&  opinions,  as  I  had  communicated  to  him ;  he  is  personally  acquainted  with  that 
Minister ;  &  I  suppose  him  to  be  some  what  intimate  with  him.  He  is  now  gone, 
&  I  have  lost  the  only  person  in  whom  I  could  find  some  relief  to  my  mind.  He 
afforded  me  a  very  great  satisfaction,  &  a  greater  hope  of  being  beared  to  some 
effect,  by  informing  me  that  my  bosom-friend  Marquis  Caraccioli  ^^  is  still  at 
Paris  Ambassadour  from  the  King  of  Naples,  as  I  left  him.  From  the  account 
you  had  very  often  of  him  in  our  conversations  you  cannot  doubt  his  weight 
there,  &  especially  at  present,  being  in  so  high  estimation  with  the  King  of  Spain. 
It  is  probable  that  I  shall  not  be  suspected  of  partiality  for  America,  as  much  as  a 

15  Caracciolo,  Marquis  Domenico.  Ambassador  of  the  King  of  Naples  to  Paris.  He  was  born 
October  2,  1715,  in  Spain,  but  was  educated  in  Naples.  Because  the  Neapolitan  people  disliked 
him,  he  sought  to  travel  abroad  on  government  missions.  In  April,  1753,  he  took  charge  of  the 
Neapolitan  Embassy  at  Paris;  from  1754  to  1764  he  was  charge  at  Turin;  from  1764  to  1771,  he 
held  the  same  post  in  London.  But  the  most  important  period  of  his  life  was  the  decade  he  spent 
in  Paris  from  1771  to  1781,  as  Ambassador  of  the  Two  Sicilies.  In  1780  he  was  promoted  Viceroy 
of  Sicily  with  headquarters  in  Palermo.  In  1786  he  was  placed  at  the  head  of  Government  at  Naples. 
Hediedon  July  16,  1789. 
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native ;  though  they  may  be  mistaken  in  that.  I  have  another  great  reason  to 
hope  of  being  beared  to  some  effect,  the  Grand-Duke  having  certainly  rec*^  a  copy 
of  the  letter  from  a  Citizen  of  the  World  to  his  American  friend.  I  beared  it  at 
New-York  from  M*"  Bettoia/^  who  bad  himself  delivered  it  to  that  Sovereign 
according  to  my  directions.  When  we  read  it  together  at  Monticello  I  observed 
to  you  the  probability  (in  case  any  one  of  the  Copies  should  arrive  to  its  destina- 
tion) of  its  being  communicated  to  the  Kings  of  France  &  Spain.  I  am  now 
fully  persuaded  it  has  been  the  case  from  the  Minister  of  Tuscany's  saying  to 
M""  Carmichael  ^^  in  Paris,  that  his  Court  had  been  of  late  much  disappointed 
in  not  hearing  from  me,  on  whom  they  depended  for  the  surest  &  most  important 
intelligence.  To  be  Kept  in  this  place,  &  forced  into  inactivity,  with  such  hopes, 
&  so  well  founded,  at  a  time  which  I  consider  the  most  critical  we  have  had  or 
will  have  during  our  troubles,  I  leave  you  (to  whom  my  fealings  are  pretty  well 
Known)  to  judge  how  tormenting  my  anxiety  must  be  to  my  heart.  I  shall  never 
trouble  you  by  letter  with  a  detail  of  my  sufferings  in  this  place  for  want  of 
money.  It  would  be  now  too  mortifying.  I  hope  it  will  be  a  subject  of  conversation 
at  CoUe,^^  or  monticello,  in  better  times.  I  am  however  obliged  to  inform  you 
(in  order  to  shew  reason  for  having  not  sent  the  narrative  of  my  adventures,  as 
promised  in  letter  2.)  that  for  the  want  of  16.  louis  to  pay  for  my  passage  from 
Irland,  my  baggage  has  not  yet  been  delivered  to  me.^^  I  have  in  a  trunk  several 
bundles  of  papers,  in  one  of  which  are  the  rough  copies  of  the  letters  I  wrote  in 
New- York  to  the  Commodore  &  others,  which  it  is  proper  you  should  see  to  judge 
of  my  conduct.  I  have  applied  for  the  liberty  of  taking  my  papers,  as  things  of 
no  value  to  any  body  but  me,  &  in  consequence  incapable  of  securing  any  part 
of  the  debt;  but  have  been  denied.  This  specimen  will  be  sufficient  for  you  to 
form  a  notion  of  my  misery,  &  pity  me.  I  had  at  first  almost  determined  to  write 
to  Tuscany  for  assistance,  but  have  declined  it.   I  could  draw  without  prejudice 

16  Bettoia,  Stefano,  a  friend  of  Mazzei,  residing  in  Lucca,  Italy.  Shortly  after  Mazzei's  arrival 
in  the  United  States,  Mr.  Bettoia  sent  him  two  horses  and  six  young  men  to  aid  him  in  his  agri- 
cultural projects. 

17  Carmichael,  undoubtedly  William,  member  of  the  Continental  Congress. 

18  Colle,  Mazzei's  estate,  adjoining  Monticello  in  Albemarle  County,  Virginia.  The  dwelling 
was  built  for  Mazzei  by  Jefferson,  the  workmen  being  the  slaves  who  at  that  time  were  building 
Monticello.  According  to  Mary  Rawlings  {The  Albemarle  of  other  Days,  Charlottesville,  Virginia, 
1925,  p.  40)  the  original  house,  was  the  scene  of  some  of  the  chapters  of  Janice  Meredith,  by  Paul 
Leicester  Ford.  The  money  for  the  purchase  of  the  estate  was  raised  by  a  company,  of  which 
Jefferson  was  a  member,  to  assist  Mazzei  in  introducing  the  wine  industry. 

19  M.  P.  Penet  in  a  letter  dated  Nantes,  May  20,  1780,  and  addressed  to  the  Governor  and 
Council  of  Virginia,  said  in  part:  "I  paid  to  Mr.  Mazzie  in  Paris,  three  hundred  Louis  d'or  agreeable 
to  the  Order,  I  receiv'd  from  the  Council  of  State  whilst  I  was  in  Williamsburg  —  I  spoke  many 
times  with  him  and  got  him  introduced  to  some  Gentlemen,  that  may  be  serviceable  to  him  at 
Court.  I  wish  with  all  my  heart,  his  Projects  may  meet  with  a  favourable  Issue;  but  I  must  own 
freely  in  the  conversation  I  had  with  several  great  men  on  that  Topick,  I  was  ascertained  such 
Projects  were  not  practicable.  However,  Mr.  Mazzie  is  a  man  of  parts  —  if  his  Projects  miscarry 
it  shall  not  be  for  want  of  good  zeal  in  the  service  of  the  State:  Consequently  his  conduct  cannot 
be  blamable."  —  Calendar  of  Virginia  State  Papers,  Richmond,  Virginia,  1875,  I,  354. 
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while  I  was  in  captivity,  but  it  could  make  an  unfavourable  impression  to  do  it 
when  among  friends,  on  whom  it  is  natural  to  suppose,  that  I  ought  to  have  been 
furnished  with  credit.  It  is  often  precarious  &  dangerous  to  attempt  by  letters 
what  can  effectually  &  easily  be  obtained  in  a  conversation.  I  spoke  fully  on  this 
subject  to  the  late  Governor  &  several  members  of  the  Council,  expressing  the 
necessity  of  being  supplied  with  3,  or  400.  Louis  in  this  place,  &  the  reasons 
I  had  to  expect  that  I  could  raise  in  my  native  Country  the  rest  of  the  sum  neces- 
sary to  answer  the  purpose  of  my  mission.  I  don't  Know  yet  what  I  shall,  or 
can  do.  I  shall  inform  you  of  it  as  soon  as  I  find  relief,  &  shall  send  you  the  copies 
of  my  corrispondence  on  the  subject  wdth  M""  D'Acosta  &  D''  Franklin.  I  hope 
3'ou  will  not  fail  sending  me  some  remittances  as  soon  as  possible.  Necessity  com- 
pells  me  to  beg  it  of  you  most  earnestly,  in  order  that  the  publick  service  may 
not  suffer.  I  am  largely  in  debt  here,  &  elsewhere ;  T  cannot  get  a  penny  more 
from  M''  D'Acosta ;  &  was  he  to  pay  me  the  ballance  now,  which  is  246.  Louis  &  6 
Hvres,  it  would  be  too  inconsiderable  a  sum  in  my  present  circumstances.  When  it 
was  resolved  I  should  sail,  I  depended  on  the  300.  Louis  from  Penet  D'Acosta  & 
Co ;  a  bill  of  £.  100.  sterl.  I  bought  of  Col.  Banister  ;^°  the  guineas  I  had  received 
of  Gen'  Riedesel  "^  &  the  half  jowls  I  had  bought ;  &  the  assistance  of  my  friends 
in  Tuscany,  besides  what  I  expected  to  find  in  M*"  Bettoia's  hands,  on  whom  I 
had  drawn  only  for  the  half  of  the  value  of  the  2.  last  cargoes  I  consigned 
to  him  from  Virginia,  &  nothing  on  account  of  my  brig  &  her  freight.  But  the 
case  is  now  quite  different.  My  good  friends  M""  Bettoia  &  Cap"  Woodford  ^^ 
did  manage  my  business  so  effectually,  one  in  expences  &  the  other  in  selling  my 
goods  to  people  who  broke  before  the  time  of  payment,  that  M""  Bettoia  acquainted 
me  in  New- York,  that  I  owe  him  a  trifle,  as  the  product  of  the  brig,  which  he 
had  sold,  did  not  quite  ballance  the  account.  My  friends  have  already  assisted 
me  with  200.  guineas,  20  of  which  I  lost  in  the  exchange.  That  sum,  &  the  cash 
I  brought  from  Virginia,  the  bill  of  £  100.  sterl ;  &  almost  every  thing  valuable 

20  Banister,  John,  born  in  Virginia;  died  near  Hatcher's  Run,  Dinwiddie  County,  Virginia,  in 
1787.  Member  of  all  patriotic  conventions  of  the  Revolutionary  period;  colonel  in  the  Virginia 
line.  Member  of  the  Assembly  and  of  the  Continental  Congress  in  1778-79,  and  one  of  the  framers 
of  the  Articles  of  Confederation.  In  1781  he  was  lieutenant-colonel  of  cavalry  under  General 
Lawson,  and,  during  the  invasion  of  Virginia,  w^as  active  in  repelling  the  enemy,  and  lost  much 
property. 

21  Riedesel,  Friedrich  Adolph,  Baron,  1738-1800,  Hessian  general  in  America.  In  1776  he  took 
command  of  4.000  Brunswick  troops.  Having  joined  Burgoyne's  expedition,  he  surrendered  with 
his  commander  after  the  Battle  of  Saratoga.  In  January,  1779,  British  and  Hessian  troops  were  sent 
by  Congress  as  prisoners  of  war  to  an  encampment  near  Charlottesville,  Virginia,  the  higher 
officers  seeking  quarters  among  the  neighboring  landowners.  General  Riedesel  was  allowed  to 
lease  Colle  at  the  time  of  Mazzei's  departure  on  his  European  mission,  and  live  there  with  his 
family.  He  is  said  to  have  grazed  his  horses  in  the  vineyards,  destroying  them  within  a  week. 
Latej-  in  his  stay  at  Colle,  he  suffered  a  sunstroke,  was  sent  with  his  wife  to  a  health  resort  in 
Maryland,  and  thence  north  to  continue  his  captivity.  An  account  of  their  life  at  Colle  is  given  in 
Madame  Riedesel's  Letters  and  Journals  (translated  from  the  German),  Albany,  New  York,  1867. 

22  Woodford.  Captain  of  Mazzei's  brig,  which  sailed  to  and  from  Leghorn,  Italy.  Thus  Mazzei 
was  able  to  keep  in  touch  with  his  native  country,  and  to  purchase  material.  —  Mazzei,  Vita,  I,  360. 
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I  had  with  me,  went  off  long  since.  I  am  indebted  in  Irland ;  I  have  not  yet  p^ 
for  my  passage ;  I  have  ab*  200.  Louis  to  pay  here ;  &  find  myself  disappointed 
in  the  credit  I  had  of  the  State.  I  never  received  any  thing  towards  the  expences 
of  my  voyage,  which  have  been  immense.  Even  in  Virginia  they  were  considerable 
in  journeys  &c.,  'though  I  was  often  with  my  friends.  The  300.  Louis  (had 
they  been  paid)  joined  to  the  £  7000.  currency  I  rec'^  could  not  ballance  my 
expences  to  the  end  of  December  last.  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  suspected  of  venality. 
Could  I  recover  my  fortune  soon  enough,  I  would  be  proud  of  using  it  for  the 
publick  service ;  but  that  being  almost  impossible,  T  have  thought  it  my  duty  to 
acquaint  you  with  my  economical  circumstances,  in  order  to  convince  you,  that 
notwithstanding  the  great  desire  of  serving  my  Country,  it  is  probable  that  I 
shall  want  the  power  of  doing  it,  if  you  don't  assist  me.  And  in  case  you  could 
not  by  any  means,  I  wish  you  would  send  me  at  least  some  ostensible  letters  cal- 
culated to  encourage  my  friends  to  do  it,  &  even  the  Sovereign,  by  shewing  the 
nobility  of  your  sentiments,  as  well  as  the  rectitude  of  your  intentions,  &  some 
regard  to  the  true  zeal  of  your  agent. 

I  hope  you  will  be  pleased  with  a  piece  of  intelligence  I  had  of  the  often-men- 
tioned Gentleman  just  before  he  left  this  place ;  which  is  the  very  great  proba- 
bility, that  Russia  ^^  will  preserve  a  perfect  neutrality  for  powerful  reasons, 
which  hardly  admit  of  a  doubt.  I  shall  give  you  another,  which  is  a  fact.  The 
Irish  ^"^  after  having  made  publick  rejoicings,  in  consequence  of  the  liberty  of 
trade  already  obtained,  now  insist  on  liberty  of  Government  independent  of  the 
british  Parliament.  The  Ministry  will  be  extremely  puzzled.  I  think  however, 
that  America  has  given  them  a  good  lesson  ab'  the  danger  of  refusing,  but  in  one 
way  or  the  other  I  expect  no  advantage  from  that  quarter  to  our  cause.    I  have 

the  honour  to  be  most  respectfully,  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  most  Obedient 

&  most  humble  Servant 
His  Excellency  Th^  Jefferson  Esq^  Philip  Mazzei. 

Gov''  of  Virsfinia. 


23  Russia.  Since  the  opening  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  British  captains  and  admirals  had 
claimed  the  right  to  search  and  seize  neutral  vessels  trading  with  America  or  bearing  contraband 
of  war.  Against  this  dangerous  practice,  Catherine  II  protested  vigorously,  and  in  1780,  formed  the 
"armed  neutrality  of  the  North,"  with  Sweden  and  Denmark  to  uphold  the  protest  with  force,  if 
necessary.  Prussia,  Portugal,  the  Two  Sicilies,  and  the  Holy  Roman  Empire  subsequently  pro- 
nounced their  adherence  to  the  Armed  Neutrality,  and  Great  Britain  was  confronted  by  a  unani- 
mously hostile  Europe.  —  Hayes,  ibid.,  I,  334. 

24  Increased  taxation,  caused  by  the  American  War,  and  the  distress  arising  from  an  embargo 
laid  upon  the  principal  articles  of  her  produce  in  1776,  with  a  view  of  depriving  the  French  West 
Indies  of  their  usual  supplies  of  Irish  provisions,  with  other  social  and  political  conditions,  had 
inflamed  the  mass  of  the  population  of  Ireland  with  bitter  hatred  toward  England.  The  Catholic 
Relief  Act  of  1778,  had  made  the  Irish  one  people,  and  at  the  beginning  of  1780,  Volunteers  to  the 
number  of  60,000  were  enlisted.  The  Irish  House  of  Commons  voted,  "That  the  King's  Most 
Excellent  Majesty,  and  the  Lords  and  Commons  of  Ireland  are  the  only  power  competent  to  make 
laws  to  bind  Ireland." 
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[Dispatch  No.  5,  2nd  Copy.^^] 

Sir,  Nantes,  Feb^S'M  780. 

T  am  here  still,  and  have  at  last  been  obliged  to  beg  assistance  from 
Tuscany.  As  soon  as  I  am  enabled  to  proceed  on  my  journey  I  will  write  you 
fully  on  the  subject.  I  must  now  give  you  the  bad  news  we  have  rec"^  to  day  from 
Spain;  but  in  order  that  you  may  judge  properly  of  the  fact,  and  make  your 
conjectures  in  regard  to  the  consequences,  which  are  likely  to  follow,  I  must  begin 
a  little  further  back.  Sometime  after  the  great  combined  fleet  returned  to  Brest, 
having  done  nothing,  besides  obliging  the  36  English  ships  of  the  line  to  run 
into  harbour,  M''  de  Cordova ^^  (one  of  the  Spanish  Commanders)  was  ordered 
out  with  .12.  men  of  war  to  go  about  Cadix  and  Gebraltar ;-''  where  Langara^^ 
was  already  cruising  with  11,  Barcelo^^  being  with  2  more  at  the  mouth  of  the 
bay  to  support  the  Fregates  and  other  smaller  vessels  employed  for  the  purpose 
of  intercepting  those  of  the  enemy,  or  of  any  other  nation,  intended  to  carry 
provisions  &c.  to  the  besieged.  As  soon  as  it  was  perspired  that  a  large  fleet  and 
a  good  number  of  transports  were  preparing  in  England,  with  intention  (it  was 
thought)  of  rising  the  seige  of  Gibraltar,  then  some  of  the  men  of  war  to  return 
to  England  and  the  others  to  proceed  to  the  Islands  with  the  Convoy,  20  Spanish 
men  of  war  and  4  French  were  ordered  to  be  ready  to  fight  Rodney  ^°  Digby  ^^ 

25  The  manuscript  of  this  letter  in  The  New  York  Public  Library  is  incomplete  and  unsigned. 
It  ends  in  the  last  paragraph  with  the  words  "I  think  it  would  not  be ... "  The  letter  is  published 
in  full,  however,  with  minor  changes  in  the  text,  in  Calendar  of  Virginia  State  Papers  and  other 
Manuscripts  1652-1781  Preserved  in  the  Capital  at  Richmond.  Edited  by  Wm.  P.  Palmer.  Rich- 
mond, Virginia,  1875,  I,  335-337.  The  letter  has  been  completed  from  the  text  found  in  this 
publication. 

26  Cordoba  y  Cordoba,  Luis.  General  captain  of  the  Spanish  armada,  born  in  Seville  in  1706,  died 
in  the  island  of  Leon  in  1796.  Son  of  a  noble  and  illustrious  family;  entered  the  navy  in  1721.  In 
1760  he  became  chief  of  squadron,  and  with  a  fleet  went  to  North  America,  returning  to  Cadiz  in 
1774,  when  he  was  made  Lieutenant-General.  At  the  beginning  of  the  war  against  England  he  was 
placed  in  command  of  a  Franco-Spanish  squadron  of  68  ships  with  which  he  proceeded  to  the  English 
Channel,  capturing  the  ship  Ardent,  74  cannons.  With  his  combined  squadron  (August,  1780) 
off  the  cape  Santa  Alaria  he  took  possession  of  a  large  English  convoy  of  55  ships,  and  of  the 
armed  frigates  which  were  protecting  it.  He  brought  all  the  ships  to  Cadiz. 

27  Gibraltar.  From  1779  to  1783,  under  the  gallant  Eliott,  Lord  Heathfield,  it  withstood  the 
greatest  siege  in  history,  against  the  Spaniards  and  French. 

28  Langara  y  Arizmendi,  Juan  de.  Spanish  marine  officer,  born  about  1701;  died  in  Cadiz  in 
1781.  He  was  in  general  command  of  the  Armada,  February  8,  1780,  and  held  this  post  until  the 
following  March  when  Gen.  Luis  de  Cordoba  took  possession  of  it;  but  when  on  June  10th,  the 
latter  set  out  to  sea,  Langara  again  became  commander  of  the  Armada  and  also  commander  of  the 
arsenal  of  Cadiz.  He  continued  in  this  capacity  to  his  death. 

29  Barcelo,  Antonio,  famous  naval  officer  of  Spain.  Born  in  Palma  de  Mallorca,  October  1, 
1717.  On  August  24,  1779,  he  was  appointed  commander  of  the  naval  forces  to  blockade  Gibraltar. 
He  was  chief  of  squadron.   Died  on  January  30,  1797,  in  his  native  city. 

30  Rodney,  George  Brydges,  Lord,  1719-1792,  British  Admiral,  was  born  at  Walton-on-Thames. 
In  1778  he  was  promoted  to  be  admiral,  and  in  1780  picked  up  off  Cape  Finisterre  five  Spanish  men- 
of-war,  and  defeated  a  Spanish  fleet  off  Cape  St.  Vincent. 

31  Digby,  Robert,  1732-1814,  British  Admiral.  During  the  summer  of  1779  he  was  second  in 
command  of  the  Channel  fleet  under  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  and  in  December  he  was  second  in  command 
of  the  fleet  which  sailed  under  Sir  George  Rodney  for  the  relief  of  Gibraltar.  After  the  relief  of 
Gibraltar,  Digby  returned  to  England,  having  dispersed  on  the  way  a  French  convoy  and  captured 
the  Prothee  of  sixty-four  guns.  In  August,  1781,  he  was  sent  as  commander-in-chief  to  North 
America.  His  command  was  uneventful  and  he  returned  home  at  the  peace. 
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and  Ross  (the  3  English  Admirals)  before  they  got  there.  Owing  to  the  mis- 
management complained  of  in  letter  3,  the  said  24.  vessels  were  not  ready  to  sail 
before  the  13*''  ult°,  and  consequently  the  (sic)  were  8  or  9  days  behind  Rodney. 
A  few  days  since  we  saw  in  the  Spanish  Gazette,  that  Cordova's  squadron  had 
been  forced  into  harbour  by  bad  weather  much  out  of  order.  And  to  day  the 
following  news  from  Cadix  have  been  rec*^  by  several,  and  may  be  depended  upon. 
The  17^^  ultimo  in  the  morning  Langara  discovered  towards  the  Cape  S'^  Mary 
a  great  number  of  sails,  which  the  great  fog  prevented  him  from  Knowing :  at 
3  oclock  they  were  near  enough  to  distinguish  21  men"  of  war,  12  fregates,  and 
the  Convoy.  Three  ships  of  Langara's  squadron  had  been  separated  2  days 
before  by  bad  weather.  The  Commander  thought  proper  to  make  the  signal  for 
every  vessel  to  escape  as  they  could,  not  to  expose  others  for  his  sake,  as  his  vessel 
was  not  a  good  sailer.  Two  succeeded  and  entered  in  Cadix.  The  other  6  were 
each  of  them  obliged  to  fight  against  3  or  4.  One  blew  up,  and  3  of  the  remainaing 
5  surrendered  after  a  fight  of  14  hours,  not  being  able  to  hold  it  any  longer.  The 
other  2  Kept  up  a  running-fight  about  4  hours  longer,  and  did  not  give  up  untill 
they  were  reduced  to  such  extremities,  that  the  English,  who  were  put  in  them, 
resolved  to  give  up  their  liberty  and  pray  entreating  the  Spaniards  on  board  to 
conduct  them  into  Cadix,  which  was  done.  This  was  not  the  only  loss.  A  number 
of  about  20  or  30  merchant-men,  in  going  to  Cadix  from  another  Spanish  port, 
fell  in  with  Rodney's  fleet  in  the  night,  and  were  all  taken  as  well  as  a  ship  of  64 
and  5  fregates,  under  whose  convoy  they  were.  I  am  so  low-spirited,  that  I 
cannot  go  on;  I  will  not  close  the  letter  till  Saturday  next,  the  12*'*,  in  hope  that 
we  may  hear  something  in  our  favour,  as  the  wind  is  good  for  M""  Gaston  (the 
Spanish  Commander  of  the  said  24  Ships,)  and  it  is  believed  in  Cadix,  that 
Rodney's  Convoy  has  been  driven  by  the  weather  into  the  Mediterraneum. 

12.0'-° 

I  have  beared  with  an  uncommon  delight  the  account  of  the  activity  and  bravery 
of  M''  La  Motte  Piquet  ^^  before  Martinico,^''  which  you  must  Know  as  well  as 
we  do.  It  is  to  be  wished  that  he  may  be  able  to  protect  the  Islands  'till  the  arrival 
of  the  fleet,  which  sailed  from  Brest  the  2"^  instant,  consisting  of  17  ships  of  the 
line.  4  fregates,  2  cutters,  and  130.  vessels  between  merchant-men,  and  transports 

32  La  Motte-Piquet,  Comte  Toussaint-Guillaume  de,  French  Admiral,  born  in  Rennes  in  1720, 
died  in  1791.  He  entered  the  Royal  Marine  in  1737,  and  his  bravery  soon  won  for  him  rapid  pro- 
motion. In  1778  he  exhibited  extraordinary  courage  in  the  battle  of  D'Ouessant.  In  1779  he 
defeated  an  English  squadron  during  the  battle  of  Fort  Royal.  He  aided  Count  de  Guichen  in  the 
Antilles.  In  1781  he  captured  twenty-six  vessels  of  Rodney's  squadron,  and  was  later  appointed 
Lieutenant-General. 

33  Martinique,  Battles  of  Martinique:  (1)  Between  Rodney  and  the  French  Admiral  de  Guichen, 
in  April  and  May,  1780,  the  result  being  indecisive;  (2)  in  April,  1781,  another  indecisive  action 
was  fought  between  De  Grasse  and  Sir  Samuel  Hood. 
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having  on  board  no  less  than  6000.  troops,  but  hkely  more.  The  Commander 
(M""  Guichen)^"^  is  above  La  Motte  Piquet,  but  likewise  a  very  clever  fellow. 
There  would  be  now  a  good  opportunity  for  undertaking  some  thing  effectual  for 
us,  and  certain  it  is  that  I  will  work  hard  for  it  as  soon  as  I  get  to  Paris,  which  epoch 
is  very  near,  having  been  supplied  with  money  within  3  days  past.  I  wrote  this 
morning  to  M*"  d'Acosta  desiring  that,  in  case  he  should  not  have  resolved  to 
pay  the  whole  amount  of  my  letter  of  credit,  he  would  send  for  the  trifling  sum 
he  advenced  me  upon  it,  and  return  me  the  said  letter  with  my  receits.  As  soon 
as  I  have  an  answer  and  settled  with  him  I  shall  write  as  I  have  promised  it  the 
beginning  of  this.  We  have  no  letters  from  Cadix  to  day.  It  is  said,  and  I  believe 
it  a  fact,  that  they  ha v^  been  ordered  to  Madrid,  probably  to  search  after  spies. 
Consequently  they  won't  be  here  for  some  days.  It  is  however  reported  from 
other  parts,  in  a  manner  as  to  leave  hardly  room  for  a  doubt,  that  in  the  fight  of 
the  5  Spanish  men  of  war  against  21.  English,  4  of  the  last  suffered  so  much, 
that  they  won't  be  fit  for  service  for  long  time.  Two  of  them  put  into  Lisbon 
in  very  bad  order.  A  vessel  of  Barcelo's  division  took  after  the  battle  one  of  Rod- 
ney's transports,  the  Cap*^  of  which  had  been  separated  by  the  weather,  and  seemed 
to  be  much  concerned  at  hearing  that  the  Convoy  had  not  yet  appeared  before 
Gibraltar.  There  is  room  to  hope  that  Gaston  may  meet  with  Rodney,  in  which 
case  I  am  confident  that  the  loss  of  the  Enemy  would  greatly  overballance  the 
advantage  they  got  against  the  few  Spanish  heros.  After  the  first  shock  of  the 
news  (which  made  me  lose  a  dinner  and  a  night  rest)  was  over,  I  have  endeav- 
oured to  comfort  myself  with  reflections,  which  I  think  very  well  founded.  It 
is  undeniable  that  the  extraordinary  courage,  by  which  the  English  sailors  have 
been  hitherto  animated,  was  chiefly  owing  to  their  persuasion  of  being  invincible 
upon  the  water.  Since  the  beginning  of  this  war  they  have  experienced  the  con- 
trary in  almost  every  engagement  of  equal  force  with  the  French,  but  the  Span- 
iards still  continued  to  be  in  their  opinion  incapable  of  fighting.  This  first  speci- 
men, in  which  the  Spanish  valour  has  been  great  beyond  description,  will  be  apt 
in  my  opinion  to  strike  the  English  seilors  with  a  panick,  as  well  as  it  has  acquired 
the  admiration  and  confidence  of  their  allies,  and  increased  the  natural  courage 
of  their  countrimen,  which  joined  to  their  very  great  desire  of  revenge  may 
produce  wonderful  effects.  It  is  likewise  to  be  hoped,  that  such  an  event  is  likely 

•54  Guichen,  Luc  Urbain  De  Bouexic,  Comte  de,  1712-1790.  French  Admiral,  born  at  Fougeres 
on  June  21,  1712.  When  France  had  become  the  ally  of  the  Americans  he  hoisted  his  flag  as  rear 
admiral  in  the  Channel  Fleet,  and  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Ushant  (July  27,  1779).  In  March 
of  the  following  year  he  was  sent  to  the  W^est  Indies  to  fight  Rodney.  In  the  action  to  leeward  of 
Martinique  (April  17),  Guichen  narrowly  escaped  disaster.  In  December,  1781,  Guichen  was  sent 
to  the  West  Indies  with  stores  and  reinforcements.  Admiral  Kempenfelt,  who  had  been  sent  out 
by  the  British  Government  to  intercept  him,  sighted  the  French  Admiral  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay 
through  a  temporary  clearance  in  a  fog,  and  attacked  the  transports,  twenty  of  which  were  captured 
and  the  rest  put  to  flight. 
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to  hasten  the  much  desired  reformation  in  the  Marine;  in  which  case  the  loss 
would  be  a  trifle  in  comparison  to  its  advantagious  consequences.  This  evening 
I  have  seen  in  the  French  Gazette  the  account  of  the  batle  as  received  from 
Madrid,  which  corrisponds  to  what  I  have  said.  I  have  often  admired  the  scrupo- 
lous  regard  p'^  to  truth  in  the  Gazette  of  both  Nations,  as  well  as  the  decency 
of  their  expressions,  and  the  dignity  preserved  in  confuting  the  low,  mean,  dirty, 
impudent,  false  assertions  of  the  Enemy.  I  thingk  it  would  not  be  amiss  to  let  our 
people,  every  now  and  then,  see  the  monstrous  contrast :  and  it  is  cheifly  with  that 
view,  that  I  take  the  Liberty  of  sending  you  the  enclosed  extracts''^  from  the 
French  Gazette  — 

As  I  shall  write  again  in  a  few  days,  I  will  trouble  you  no  longer  at  present, 
and  I  am  most  respectfully 

Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  most  Obe'^* 
and  most  humble  servant, 
Philip  ]\Iazzei. 

[Dispatch  No.  6,  3rd  Copy.] 

e-  Nantes,  Feb  :M8*M  780. 

Sir, 

I  send  you  the  inclosed  copies,  containing  my  corrispondence  with  M"" 
D'Acosta  and  D""  Franklin,  being  the  most  satisfactory  proof  I  can  give  of  having 
done  what  I  prudently  and  decently  could  do  to  find  the  means  for  proceeding 
on  the  important  business  so  strongly  recommended  to  me.  My  delay  to  write  to 
D""  Franklin,  and  the  distance  between  the  first  and  second  letter  have  proceeded 
cheafly  from  the  reports  we  often  had  of  the  arrival  of  the  Confederacy  in  one 
of  the  Spanish  Ports,  M*"  D'Acosta  having  often  repeated  to  me,  that  as  soon  as 
M''  Penet  arrived,  or  the  least  remittance  was  rec'^  from  America,  or  even  a  letter 
to  satisfy  the  minds  of  his  Partners,  my  letter  of  credit  would  be  paid.  Your  not 
writing  to  the  House  has  been  a  great  charge  against  you,  as  well  as  against 
congress  the  states  of  south  Carolina  and  Pensilvania.  He  often  said  that  the 
Government  of  the  state  of  Boston  have  been  more  regular.  To  this  I  answered, 
that  in  New-England  they  have  always  been  Merchants ;  but  we  are  beginners 
and  cannot  as  yet  be  acquainted  with  all  the  rules  of  the  counting-  House  of  a 
Merchant ;  that  perhaps  you  had  written,  and  the  letters  were  lost ;  or  M"^  Penet 
being  on  the  spot  it  was  probably  thought  superfluous  to  write  to  his  House,  since 
he  made  his  contracts,  rec'^  the  necessary  acknowledgements,  and  could  have  as 
many  copies  as  he  thought  expedient  of  all  interesting  papers.  We  have  repeatedly 
written,  says  he,  that  they  must  write  to  the  House ;  M""  Penet  may  die,  and  we 
35  Not  found. 
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have  nothing  to  shew ;  and  then  hinted,  more  by  motions  than  words,  that  M"" 
penet  was  not  in  danger  of  losing  anything.  As  he  might  easily  suppose,  that 
I  must  have  heared  enough  of  that  already,  I  answered  as  if  he  had  spoken  in  clear 
terms,  and  said,  that  M""  penet  being  the  first  mentioned  in  the  firm  of  the  house 
it  was  natural  for  us  to  believe  him  to  be  the  person  of  the  first  consequence  in 
every  respect ;  and  as  one  of  his  clerks  had  said  on  change  (I  suppose  by  his  order 
to  support  the  honour  of  the  house)  that  they  were  not  obliged  to  pay  M*"  Penet's 
letter  of  credit,  because  he  had  drawn  on  his  private  account,  I  observed  that  I 
had  made  some  objections  to  M*"  Penet  in  Williamsburgh  about  his  signing  his 
own  name  only,  and  that  I  had  acquiesced  on  his  assertions  of  its  being  the  same ; 
but  now  I  clearly  comprehended  the  mystery  (expressing  this  more  with  motions 
than  words  in  conformity  to  the  fashion.)  I  assure  you.  Sir,  that  I  have  been 
greatly  and  often  mortifyed  by  a  continuance  of  complaints  and  reproaches  against 
us  (some  of  which,  as  I  thought  them  ill  founded,  I  had  thoroughly  confuted) 
and  always  in  the  same  words,  like  the  repetition  of  a  Parrot.  One  day  when  I 
could  hold  it  no  longer,  I  told  him,  that  in  consequence  of  our  Constitution  our 
feelings  for  whatever  regards  the  Community  differ  from  the  feelings  of  those, 
who  live  in  a  monarchical  Gov* ;  that  I  was  wounded  by  his  reflections ;  and  beged 
he  would  decline  the  subject.  His  behaviour  to  me,  since  the  first  8,  or  10  days, 
has  been  inconsistent,  unequal,  and,  sometimes  provoking  to  a  degree,  that  I 
incline  to  think,  that  he  wanted  to  riduce  me  to  go  out  of  temper,  in  hope  of 
prejudicing  my  character  here  where  he  Knows  I  am  a  stranger,  and  to  raise  from 
that  some  plausible  pretence  for  not  paying  the  300  Louis.  To  oppose  his  views, 
and  for  other  good  reasons,  I  have  behaved  in  a  manner  as  to  leave  him  to  guess 
whether  I  have  been  sensible,  or  not,  of  his  undelicacy  and  indecency  in  speaking, 
evasions  in  writing,  and  mean  dirty  shuffling  way  of  proceeding  in  every  respect. 
Only  the  day  before  yesterday  I  was  forced  to  make  him  understand  on  change, 
that  I  should  be  obliged  to  preceed  legally,  after  he  had  declared  with  such  a 
roguish  impudence,  as  has  shocked  all  who  have  heared  it,  that  he  would  return 
me  my  receits  when  I  should  return  him  the  53  Louis  and  18  livres,  but  would 
Keep  the  letter  of  recommendation  (so  it  was  termed  by  him  instead  of  letter  of 
credit)  with  which  I  had  no  business,  being  a  letter  directed  to  his  house.  He 
came  however  to  his  senses  in  the  after-noon  (I  suppose  out  of  fear  after  reflecting 
on  the  consequences  of  such  a  denial)  and  sent  the  letter  of  credit  with  my  receits 
by  2  clerks,  to  whom  I  returned  the  money  and  certificates,  but  could  not  prevail 
on  them  to  take  the  interest,  which  I  was  sorry  for.  In  the  interim  of  the  3  last 
letters  he  promised  an  answer  in  writing  twice  to  me  on  change,  and  once  to  a 
Gentleman,  by  whom  I  sent  the  2^,  but  never  did.  Was  I  to  call  him  to  account 
(which  I  would  certainly  do  had  I  not  publick  business  on  hand)  I  firmly  believe 
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that  he  would  deny  having-  refused  me  the  letter  of  credit  on  my  returning  the 
money.  You  will  please  to  observe,  that  I  made  no  answer  to  his  2^  letter  and 
certificate,  because  I  could  not  do  it  w^ithout  expressing  my  just  resentiment  for 
his  repeated  scandalous  evasions,  or  affecting  not  to  understand  him  and  pass 
for  a  simpleton,  or  a  pusillanimous  wretch.  The  field  is  large,  but  shall  say  no 
more  about  it  untill  I  see  M""  Penet,  or  hear  from  him.  I  shall  set  out  for  Paris 
before  morning,  and  am  most  respectfully  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  most  Obed' 
and  most  humble  Servant 

Philip  Mazzei 

His  Excellency  Th^  Jefferson  Esq'" 
Gov""  of  Virginia. 

% 

[Dispatch  No.  7, 1st  Copy.] 

Paris,  March  2M 780 
Sir, 

I  arrived  in  this  metropolis  8  days  since ;  have  been  at  D""  Franklin  & 
Marquis  Caraccioli  frequently  &  have  seen  several  others  who  are  likely  to  in- 
fluence those  in  power ;  but  have  not  as  yet  been  introduced  to  any  of  them  myself. 
Marquis  Caraccioli  was  for  us  already,  &  will  do  all  his  endeavours  to  put  me 
in  the  way  of  being  useful.  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  the  bearer  of  this,  truly  de- 
serves our  esteem  love  &  gratitude.  I  was  with  him  2  hours  yesterday,  &  he  is  a 
going  to  set  out  to  morrow  for  America,  where  I  wish  him  safe  with  all  my  heart 
&  soul.  He  is  sensible  &  clever,  lively  smart  &  modest,  &  all  together  one  of  the 
most  amiable  characters  I  ever  saw.  His  attachment  to  us  &  our  cause  cannot 
be  greater.  We  conversed  cheafly  in  English,  but  whenever  I  mentioned  a  anec- 
dote apt  to  reflect  honour  upon  us,  he  repeated  it  to  the  company  in  French  with  a 
surprising  joy.  He  took  leave  of  the  King  three  days  past  in  his  american  uni- 
form, &  in  the  after-noon  being  at  the  Duke  of  Choiseul  ^^  in  a  numerous  Company 
one  M''  Th^  Walpole,  grand  nephew  to  the  Minister  of  the  same  name,  having 
expressed  a  surprize  at  it,  and  reflected  on  the  neckedness  of  the  Americans,  he 
replied  with  the  coolness  of  a  Socrates,  that  we  had  various  uniforms,  which  he 
described ;  owned  that  all  the  troops  were  not  equally  well  dressed ;  &  concluded 

36  Choiseul-Stainville,  Etienne  Frangois,  Due  de,  1719-1785.  Freneh  statesman  born  in  Lorraine. 
After  fighting  in  the  Austrian  Succession  war,  he  became  French  Ambassador  at  Rome  and  at 
Vienna.  He  was  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  from  1758  to  1761;  Minister  of  War  and  Marine 
from  1761  to  1766;  and  again  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  from  1766  to  1770.  He  was  a  skillful 
courtier  and  shrewd  diplomat  and  so  controlled  the  intrigues  of  European  courts  that  Catherine  II 
of  Russia  gave  him  the  name  he  cocher  de  I'Europe.  In  1770  Madame  du  Barry  caused  his  dis- 
missal. 
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by  saying  that  those,  who  took  Burgoyne's  Army,-'''  were  almost  all  necked.  Mar- 
quis Caraccioli,  who  was  present,  says  that  while  all  the  Company  where  a  laugh- 
ing, and  Walpole  confused  &  mortified,  that  wonderful  young  man  preserved  a 
most  serious  &  surprisingly  modest  contenance.  As  I  Know  personally  that  proud 
&  insolent  englishman  I  have  warned  the  Marquis,  with  whom  I  dine  2  or  3 
times  a  week,  that  if  I  should  meet  him  in  his  house  I  will  produce  my  contract 
with  General  Riedesel,  as  a  proof  that  notwithstanding  the  war  I  have  in  a  short 
time  made  such  improvements  on  my  land  as  to  render  the  living  on  it  convenient 
to  that  German  Gen'  &  his  family. 

As  a  continuance  of  the  intelligence  contained  in  letter  5  I  must  inform  you, 
that  Rodney  had  really  been  forced  by  the  weather  into  the  Mediterraneum,  but 
had  time  to  return  and  go  into  Gibraltar  before  the  arrival  of  Gaston ;  that  the 
2^  of  February  having  prepared  to  sail,  the  Spaniards  posted  in  different  places 
made  signals  for  the  Spanish  fleet  in  Cadix  to  go  out,  which  was  done  by  both 
Cordova  &  Gaston ;  that  he  must  been  sensible  of  the  danger,  as  he  stood  at  anchor 
till  the  \3^^,  when  he  took  the  opportunity  of  a  night  favourable  to  his  views,  & 
went  off  unseen ;  &  that  the  Spaniards  are  gone  after  him,  but  I  am  afraid  to  no 
porpose,  as  he  can  make  the  best  of  his  way,  having  sent  the  transports,  under 
convoy,  to  the  Islands  previous  to  his  entering  the  streghts.  It  is  supposed  that 
12.  men  of  war  in  all  are  gone  to  the  Islands,  &  that  the  other  9  are  in  their  way 
back  to  England.  Out  of  the  17  French,  wich  sailed  from  Brest  the  2^  of  Feb^ 
with  6000.  more  troops,  as  mentioned  in  said  letter  5,  one  returned  having  suffered 
by  the  weather;  but  will  sail  again  with  12  more  &  6000.  more  troops  in  a  few 
days.  Count  d'Estaing  is  certainly  to  command  the  grand  fleet  in  Europe,  &  they 
speak  of  sending  more  troops  &  more  men  of  war  to  the  Islands,  or  the  Continent, 
in  a  few  weeks.  M"^  Girard  is  not  yet  arrived  from  Madrid :  therefore  I  don't 
Know  wether  M''  Penet  will  come  here,  or  go  first  to  Nantes.  In  returning  to 
M"^  D'Acosta  the  money  he  had  p*^  me  in  part  of  my  letter  of  credit  I  had  in  view 
my  honour  &  the  decorum  of  the  State,  which  I  hope  will  appear  from  my  cor- 
rispondence  with  him  inclosed  in  letter  6.  I  wish  that  my  conduct  may  meet  with 
your  approbation.  I  have  Known  in  this  place  that  M""  Bettoia  is  a  bankrupt. 
This  circumstance  joined  to  what  I  said  in  letter  4*^  relative  to  my  economical 
circumstances  will  I  hope  seriously  engage  you  to  assist  me  with  some  remittances 
as  soon  as  possible.  If  you  could  send  to  Leghorn,  or  Genoa,  a  gargoe  of  the  best 

37  Burgoyne,  John,  1722-1792.  In  1777  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  British  reinforcements  designed 
for  the  invasion  of  the  colonies  from  Canada.  In  the  disastrous  expedition  he  gained  possession  of 
Ticonderoga  (for  which  he  was  made  a  lieutenant-general)  and  Fort  Edward;  but,  pushing  on, 
was  detached  from  his  communications  with  Canada,  and  hemmed  in  by  a  superior  force  at  Saratoga. 
On  October  17th,  his  troops,  about  3,500  in  number,  laid  down  their  arms.  The  success  was  the 
greatest  the  colonists  had  yet  gained,  and  proved  the  turning  point  in  the  war. 
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tobacco  under  french  colours  the  consequences  might  be  exceedingly  advan- 
tagious.  I  suppose,  that  you  might  have  the  necessary  papers  for  that  purpose 
from  the  french  minister  in  Philadelphia.  T  am  sure  that  I  could  send  you  very 
good  returns.  I  wish  that  you  may  not  have  neglected  sending  the  duplicates  of 
my  Commissions  &  instructions  by  M'"  Penet.  I  cant  help  being  very  uneasy  ab* 
it ;  &  I  am  most  respectfully 

Sir,  Your  Excellency's  most  humble 

and  most  Obedient  servant 
Plis  Excellency  Th^Jefferson  Escf^  '         Philip  Mazzei. 

Gov^'of  Virginia. 
[Endorsed]  Mr.  Madzei  Lt.  Rec'^  Jan^  81. 

[Dispatch  No.  8,  3rd  Copy.]^^ 

Sir  Paris,  march  4'M 780 

From  Rappahannack,  or  york  River  I  wrote  to  Col.  Maddison,  that  the  season 
being  so  far  advanced  I  had  a  mind  not  to  wait  untill  I  got  to  Italy  to  propose  the 
exchange  of  goods  on  the  terms  expressed  in  my  Instructions,  and  that  least  I 
should  be  taken,  and  of  course  be  obliged  to  throw  my  papers  over-board,  I  had 
interlined  in  some  of  my  private  old  papers  the  cifer  and  the  substance  of  the 
business  intrusted  to  me,  so  as  to  give  no  suspicion,  in  order  that  I  might  (in  case 
I  should  make  my  escape)  prepare  things  as  far  as  possible  by  the  time  I  should 
receive  the  duplicates  of  my  commissions.  So  long  time  being  past  when  I 
arrived  at  Nantes,  and  Knowing  that  M''  Smith  had  not  come  to  Europe,  my 
desire  of  purchasing  the  goods  wanting  for  our  army  was  very  great.  I  proposed 
the  bargain  to  many,  several  of  whom  declared  it  impracticable  for  reasons, 
which  appeared  to  me  well  founded,  four  of  them  made  each  a  calculation  and 
gave  it  me,  of  which  the  most  advantagions  for  us  is  inclosed,  the  other  3  fixing 
the  freight  more  or  less  higher,  and  the  insurance  at  60%.  You  will  observe  that 
I  was  not  impowered  to  agree  on  such  terms,  and  it  was  impossible  for  me  to 
obtain  any  better.  According  to  the  inclosed  plan  the  adventurer  has  about  25% 
profit  for  his  trouble,  and  the  interest  of  his  money ;  but  he  must  run  several  risks, 
as  the  freight  and  insurance  may  be  higher,  and  the  sale  of  the  tobacco  lower ;  he 
cannot  recover  the  total  from  the  Insurers  in  case  of  loss ;  the  Insurers  may  breck ; 
and  the  result  of  the  profit  is  not  extraordinary  considering  how  small  is  the  capital 
sum,  which  cannot  be  increased  unless  the  Adventurer  would  leave  part  of  his 
effects  in  Virginia ;  and  I  even  think  that  the  supposed  300  hogsheads  of  tobacco 
could  not  go  in  a  Vessel  of  200  tuns.   I  am  convinced  that  such  a  thing  cannot  be 

38  Published  with  minor  changes  in  the  text  in  Calendar  of  Virginia  State  Papers,  Richmond, 
Virginia,  1875,  I,  339-340. 
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undertaken  but  by  People,  who  would  reduce  the  freight  by  sending  valuable 
cargoes,  and  leave  the  greater  part  of  their  effects  in  our  funds ;  which  I  think  may 
be  obtained  in  Italy  sooner  than  in  France.  I  am  now  about  proposing  a  plan 
here  to  encourage  the  People  of  the  several  states  of  Italy  to  become  adventurers. 
I  have  only  mentioned  it  to  D''  Franklin,  who  approves  of  it,  and  has  promised 
me  his  assistance  in  it 

In  letter  5.  the  8'^  of  February  I  said,  that  I  had  been  obliged  at  last  to  ask  releif 
from  Tuscany,  and  the  12**^  that  I  had  found  it  in  the  place,  and  prepared  for  my 
journey  to  Paris.  I  shall  now  tell  you  how  that  came  about.  M""  Mark  Lynch  ^^ 
Merchant  in  Nantes  come  to  me  with  a  bill  I  had  drown  in  Irland  on  Penet  and 
Co.,  D'Acosta  having  refused  to  accept  it.  My  noble  creditor  M''  John  Cotter  "^^ 
of  Corke  had  ordered  that  in  case  of  not  payment  the  bill  should  be  returned 
without  protest,  or  molestation.  M^  Cotter's  generous  and  delicate  behaviour  had 
probably  prepared  M"^  Lynch  in  my  favour,  and  the  sight  of  my  situation  com- 
pleated  the  business.  His  countenance  expressed  his  sensibility  at  the  bad  usage 
I  had  met  with  in  that  Town,  and  in  the  most  genteel  manner  offered  me  the 
assistance  I  was  in  so  great  need  of,  on  the  security  I  had  proposed  to  others.  As 
he  had  not  the  whole  sum  at  the  time,  he  advanced  me  enough  for  my  present 
exigencies,  one  of  which  was  the  ricovering  of  my  baggage,  and  took  10,  or  12 
days  to  collect  the  rest.  During  that  time  I  made  a  point  to  frequent  and  study 
the  man,  because  I  had  imagined  that  he  could  be  of  service  to  my  friends  and  the 
state,  and  some  people  had  described  him  to  me  as  a  man  of  suspicious  principles. 
I  found  in  him  intelligence,  attention,  and  the  utmost  integrity.  As  I  flatter 
myself,  that  you  have  frequently  observed  that  I  am  not  easily  mistaken  in 
judgeing  of  men,  I  dare  to  propose  him  to  you  as  the  only  man  to  my  Knowledge 
in  that  place  capable  of  doing  you  justice,  and  as  such  I  shall  recommend  him  to 
all  my  Virginian  Friends,  conscious  that  I  serve  them  while  I  perform  my  duties 
of  gratitude  towards  him.  I  hope  that  he  will  in  time  be  your  corrispondent  for 
the  affairs  of  the  state,  but  will  not  descend  to  particulars  on  that  head  untill  I 
have  seen  M*"  Penet.  As  I  apprehend  from  certain  people  in  Nantes  every  thing 
that  is  roguish  and  infamous,  I  send  you  the  inclosed  2  letters,  as  an  antidote  to 
what  could  be  written  to  the  disadvantage  of  M'"  Lynch.  Our  Cap"^  R*  Barron 
is  acquainted  with  him.    My  letters  must  be  put  under  cover  to  M''  Lynch,  or 

39  Lynch,  Mark.  Member  of  a  banking  firm  of  Nantes.  He  befriended  Mazzei  upon  the  latter's 
arrival  there  —  for  which  Mazzei  was  deeply  grateful.  —  Alazzei,  Vita,  1,  429-433. 

'^o  Cotter,  John.  A  member  of  the  firm  Pedder,  Hamilton  &  Co.,  one  of  the  most  important  of 
Cork,  to  which  the  ship  belonged  on  which  Mazzei  traveled.  Cotter,  a  man  of  about  thirty,  was  the 
first  to  board  the  ship  on  its  arrival  at  Cork.  Mazzei  described  him  as  being  in  sympathy  with  the 
American  cause.  He  gave  Mazzei  financial  assistance  to  enable  him  to  proceed  to  Nantes.  — 
Mazzei,  Vita,  I,  421-423,  429. 
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D''  Franklin.  It  is  a  matter  of  fact  that  a  letter  to  me  at  Nantes  from  the  Minister 
of  Tuscany  is  disappeared;  and  that  I  have  been  robed  of  many  here,  and  more 
there,  cannot  be  doubted.  I  have  the  honour  to  be  most  respectfully.  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  most 

Humble  and  most  Obedient 
His  Excellency  Th*  Jefferson  Esq""^  Servant  Philip  Mazzei 

Gov''  of  Virginia. 
[Endorsed]  Mr.  Madzei  Letter  rec'^  Jan^  81 

[Dispatch  No.  10,  1st  Copy.] 

Sir  Paris,  April  4*'^  1780 

As  it  appears  to  me  that  good  policy,  as  well  as  Justice,  require  that  we 
should  expose  to  our  good  people  whatever  is  apt  to  promote  their  friendship  and 
esteem  for  our  Allies,  indignation  &  Contempt  for  our  Enemies,  I  have  often 
troubled  you  with  anecdotes  &  observations  which  could  be  of  no  other  use;  & 
shall  continue  so  to  do,  unless  it  should  prove  unsatisfactory.   To  such  an  end  I 

send  you  part  of  Mr.  Burke's  '*^  speech  on  his  economical  plan 

"This  is  all,  Sir,  that  I  shall  say  upon  our  circumstances  &  our  resources :  I  mean 
to  say  a  little  more  on  the  operations  of  the  Enemy,  because  this  matter  seems 
to  me  very  natural  in  our  present  deliberation.  When  I  look  on  the  other  side 
of  the  water,  I  cannot  help  recollecting  what  Pyrrhus  said  on  reconnoitring  the 
Roman  Camp,  'these  Barbarians  have  nothing  barbarous  in  their  discipline.' 
When  I  look,  as  I  have  pretty  carefully  looked,  into  the  proceedings  of  the  French 
King,  I  am  sorry  to  say  it,  I  see  nothing  of  the  character  &  genious  of  arbitrary 
finance,  none  of  the  bold  frauds  of  bankrupt  power,  none  of  the  wild  struggles 
&  plunges  of  despotism  in  distress,  no  lopping  off  from  the  Capital  of  debt,  no 
suspension  of  Interest,  no  robbery  under  the  name  of  loan,  no  raising  the  value, 
no  debasing  the  substance  of  the  Coin.  I  see  neither  Louis  the  fourteenth  nor 
Louis  the  fifteenth.  On  the  Contrary  I  behold  with  astonishment,  raising  before 
me,  by  the  very  hands  of  Arbitrary  power,  &  in  the  very  midst  of  war  &  Con- 
fusion, a  regular,  methodical  system  of  public  credit ;  I  behold  a  fabric  laid  on  the 
natural  &  solid  foundations  of  trust  &  Confidence  among  men,  &  rising  by  fair 
gradations,  order  over  order,  according  to  the  just  rules  of  symmetry  &  art. 
What  a  reverse  of  things !  Principle,  Method,  Regularity,  QEconomy,  Frugality, 
Justice  to  Individuals  and  care  of  the  people,  are  the  resources  with  which  France 

"*!  Burke,  Edmund,  1729-1797.  The  full  title  of  this  speech  is  "Mr.  Burke's  speech  on  presenting 
his  Plan  for  the  better  Security  of  the  Independence  of  Parliament  and  the  Economical  Reformation 
of  the  Civil  and  other  Establishments."  Delivered  on  February  11,  1780,  in  pursuance  of  the  notice 
he  had  given.  Printed  in  full  in:  Parliamentary  History  of  England,  London,  XXI,  Feb.  11,  1780- 
March25,  1781,p.  1-74. 
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makes  war  upon  Great  Britain.  God  avert  the  Omen !  But  if  we  should  see  any 
genius  in  war  or  politicks  arise  in  France  to  second  what  is  done  in  the  Bureau. 
I  turn  my  eyes  from  the  Consequences. 

"The  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon,  last  year,  treated  all  this  with  Contempt. 
He  never  could  conceive  it  possible  that  the  French  minister  of  finance  could  go 
thro'  that  year  with  a  loan  of  but  seventeen  hundred  thousand  pounds,  &  that  he 
should  be  able  to  fund  that  loan  without  any  tax.  The  secon  year  however  opens 
the  same  scene.  A  small  loan,  a  loan  of  no  more  than  two  million  five  hundred 
thousand  pounds  is  to  carry  our  Enemies  thro'  the  service  of  this  year  also.  No 
tax  is  raised  to  fund  that  debt,  no  tax  is  raised  for  the  Current  services.  I  am 
credibly  informed  that  there  is  no  anticipation  whatsoever.*  Compensations  are 
correctly  made.  Old  debts  continue  to  be  sunk  as  in  the  time  of  profound  peace. 
Even  payments  which  their  treasury  had  been  authorized  to  suspend  during  the 
time  of  war,  are  not  suspended. 

A  general  reform,  executed  thro'  every  department  of  the  revenue,  creates  an 
annual  income  of  more  than  half  a  million ;  whilst  it  facilitates  &  simplifies  all  the 
functions  of  administration.  The  King's  house-hold  —  at  the  remotest  avenues  to 
which,  all  reformation  has  hitherto  been  stopped  —  that  house-hold  which  has 
been  the  stronghold  of  Prodigality,  the  virgin  fortress  which  was  never  before 
attacked  —  has  been  not  only  not  defended,  but  it  has  even  in  the  forms,  been 
surrendered  by  the  King  to  the  (Economy  of  his  Minister.  No  capitulation,  no 
reserve.  QEconomy  has  entered  in  triumph  into  the  public  splendor  of  the  monarch, 
into  his  private  amusements,  into  the  appointments  of  his  nearest  Si  highest  re- 
lations. Qiconomy  &  public  spirit  have  made  a  benificent  &  an  honest  spoil,  they 
have  plundered  from  extravagance  &  luxury  for  the  use  of  substantial  service,  a 
revenue  of  near  four  hundred  thousand  pounds.  The  reform  of  the  Finances 
joined  to  this  reform  of  the  Court,  gives  to  the  public  nine  hundred  thousand 
pounds  a  year  &  upwards  —  The  minister  who  does  these  things  is  a  great  man. 
But  the  King  who  desires  that  they  should  be  done  is  a  far  greater.  We  must  do 
justice  to  our  Enemies.  These  are  the  acts  of  a  Patriot  King.  I  am  not  in  dread 
of  the  vast  armies  of  France.  I  am  not  in  dread  of  the  gallant  spirit  of  its  brave 
&  numerous  nobility;  I  am  not  alarmed  even  at  the  great  navy  which  has  been 
so  miraculously  created.  All  these  things  Louis  the  fourteenth  had  before.  With 
all  these  things,  the  French  Monarchy  has  more  than  once  fallen  prostrate  at  the 
feet  of  the  public  faith  of  Great  Britain.  It  was  the  want  of  public  credit  which 
disabled  France  from  recovering  after  her  defeats  or  recovering  even  from  her 
Victories  &  triumphs.    It  was  a  prodigal  Court,  it  was  an  ill-ordered  revenue 

*  This  term  comprehends  various  retributions  made  to  persons  whose  offices  are  taken  away,  or 
who  in  any  way  suffer  bj'  the  new  arrangements  that  are  made.  —  Mazsei's  own  note. 
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that  sapped  the  foundations  of  all  her  greatness.  Credit  cannot  exist  under  the 
arm  of  necessity.  Necessity  strikes  at  Credit,  I  allow,  with  a  heavier  &  quicker 
blow  under  an  arbitrary  Monarchy,  than  under  a  limited  &  balanced  government : 
but  still  Necessity  &  Credit  are  natural  Enemies,  &  cannot  be  long  reconciled  in 
any  situation.  From  necessity  &  Corruption  a  free  state  may  lose  the  spirit  of 
that  complex  Constitution  which  is  the  foundation  of  Confidence.  On  the  other 
hand,  I  am  far  from  being  sure,  that  a  monarchy,  when  once  it  is  properly  regu- 
lated, may  not  for  a  long  time,  f ournish  a  foundation  for  Credit  upon  the  Solidity 
of  its  maxisms  tho'  it  affords  no  ground  of  trust  in  its  institutions.  I  am  afraid 
I  see  in  England,  &  in  France,  something  like  a  begining  of  both  these  things. 
I  wish  I  may  be  found  in  a  mistake.  This  very  short  &  very  imperfect  state  of 
what  is  now  going  on  in  France  (the  last  circumstances  of  which  I  received  in 
about  eight  days  after  the  registry  of  the  Edict*)  I  do  not  lay  before  you.  Sir, 
for  any  invidious  purpose.  It  is  in  order  to  excite  in  us  the  spirit  of  a  noble 
emulation.  Let  the  Nations  make  war  upon  each  other  (since  we  must  make 
war)  not  with  a  low  &  vulgar  malignity,  but  by  a  competition  of  virtues.  This 
is  the  only  way  by  which  both  parties  can  gain  by  war.  The  French  have  imitated 
us,  let  us,  thro'  them,  imitate  ourselves,  ourselves  in  our  better  &  happier  days. 
If  public  frugality,  under  whatever  men,  or  in  whatever  mode  of  Government, 
is  national  strength,  it  is  a  strength  which  our  Enemies  are  in  possession  of  before 
us. — Sir,  I  am  well  aware,  that  the  state  &  the  results  of  the  French  (Economy, 
which  I  have  laid  before  you,  are  even  now  lightly  treated  by  some,  who  ought 
never  to  speak  but  from  Information.  Pains  have  not  been  spared  to  represent 
them  as  impositions  on  the  Public.  Let  me  tell  you.  Sir,  that  the  Creation  of  a 
navy  &  a  two  years  war  without  taxing  are  a  very  singular  species  of  Imposture. 
But  be  it  so.  For  what  end  does  Neckar  carry  on  this  delusion  ?  Is  it  to  lower  the 
estimation  of  the  Crown  he  serves  &  to  render  his  own  administration  contempt- 
ible? No!  No!  he  is  conscious  that  the  sense  of  mankind  is  so  clear  &  decided 
in  favour  of  ceconomy  &  of  the  weight  &  value  of  its  resources,  that  he  turns 
himself  to  every  species  of  Fraud  &  Artifice  to  obtain  the  meer  reputation  of  it. 
Men  do  not  affect  a  conduct  that  tends  to  their  discredit.  Let  us,  then  get  the  better 
of  M""  Neckar  in  his  own  way.  Let  us  do  in  reality  what  he  does  only  in  pretence. 
Let  us  turn  his  French  tinsel  into  English  Gold.  Is  then  the  meer  opinion  & 
appearance  of  frugality  &  good  management  of  such  use  to  France,  &  is  the  sub- 
stance to  be  so  mischievous  to  England?  Is  the  very  constitution  of  Nature  so 
altered  by  a  sea  of  20  miles,  that  ceconomy  should  give  power  on  the  Continent, 
&  that  profusion  should  give  it  here?  For  God's  sake  let  not  this  be  the  only 
Fashion  of  France  which  we  refuse  to  copy." 
*  Edict  registered  29th  January^  1780.  —  Maszei's  ozvn  note. 
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M''  Burke  observes  that  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon  has  treated  as  a  wild 
factious  language  the  expressions  of  the  people  of  England  who  petition,  that 
"before  any  new  burthens  are  laid  upon  this  Country,  effectual  measures  be  taken 
by  this  house,  to  enquire  into  &  correct  the  gross  abuses  in  the  expenditure  of  the 
public  money."  while  their  requisition  falls  short  of  the  French  Kings  idea  of 
what  is  due  to  his  subjects ;  as  he  says,  "To  convince  our  faithful  subjects  of  the 
desire  we  entertain  not  to  recur  to  new  impositions,  untill  we  have  first  exhausted 
all  the  resources  which  order  &  oeconomy  can  possibly  supply,  &c.  &c."  They 
only  require,  he  continues,  that  we  should  interweave  some  oeconomy  with  the 
taxes  with  which  we  have  chosen  to  begin  the  war. 

The  care,  which  the  King  has  taken  of  the  brave  Cap"  Couedic's  "^^  family  is 
analogous  to  the  goodness  of  his  heart  &  the  greatness  of  his  soul,  but  the  manner 
of  communicating  it  to  the  Widow  thro'  his  minister  is  so  tender  &  affecting, 
that  I  really  could  not  undertake  the  translation  of  it,  had  I  even  the  abilities 
for  doing  it.  I  therefore  send  you  the  original  here  inclosed,  which  if  translated 
for  perusal  of  our  people  by  an  able  hand,  will  make  a  much  greater  impression 
than  if  I  was  to  do  it.  I  think  myself  none  qualified  to  perform  in  regard  to  this 
Monarch,  what  I  promised  in  letter  2,  &  shall  reduce  it  to  what  is  merely  sub- 
stantial. It  is  presumed  (&  the  presumption  is  taken  from  Anecdotes  &  circum- 
stances which  render  it  next  to  a  certainty)  that  the  very  bad  management  of 
national  affairs,  &  the  shame  &  dishonour  occasioned  by  the  intrigues  of  women, 
while  he  was  dauphin,  made  such  an  impression  on  his  spirits,  that  he  was  plunged 
into  the  most  dreadful  taciturnity.  From  this  proceeded  so  many  wrong  con- 
jectures respecting  his  Character.  The  fact  is  that,  among  all  his  other  laudable 
attributes,  mildness,  &  good  sense  are  remarkable  that  he  is  indefaticable ;  that 
he  neglects  all  kind  of  amusements,  which  he  sacrifices  to  a  constant  assiduity 
to  the  business  of  his  Kingdom ;  &  that  his  happiness  seems  entirely  to  consist 
in  promoting  the  prosperity  of  his  subjects. 

The  preparations  in  our  favour  will  not,  I  fear,  be  all  so  soon  ready  as  I  could 
wish,  but  before  the  next  Campaign  is  over,  I  hope  we  shall  have  glorious  times. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir,  most  respectfully 

Your  excellency's  most  humble  and  most 
obedient  Servant 

His  Excellency  Th^  Jefferson  Esq''^  ^ 

Gov''  of  Virginia. 

[Endorsed]  Sundry  Letters  from  M"".  Mazzie  1780 

42  Couedic  de  Kergoualec,  Charles  Louis,  Vicomte  du,  1739-1780.  x\n  eminent  marine  officer, 
remembered  principally  on  account  of  the  glorious  fight  in  October,  1779,  of  the  Stirveillante,  which 
he  commanded  against  the  English  frigate  Quebec,  west  of  Ouessant. 
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[Dispatch  No.  11,  2nd  Copy.]'*^ 

Sir,  Paris,  April  10*^  1780. 

the  9^^  of  January,  in  letter  4. 1  signified  the  very  great  probability  of 
Russia  preserving  a  perfect  neutrality,  for  powerfull  reasons,  which  hardly 
admitted  of  a  doubt.'"*"*  The  English  have  constantly  puffed  (and  as  late  as  by 
the  last  post)  that  the  Russian  fleets  &  armies  were  at  their  disposal,  we  just  now 
receive  a  spirited  manifest  from  Russia,  in  which  the  Empress  notifies  to  the 
belligerent  Powers,  her  firm  determination,  not  only  to  keep  the  Strictest  neu- 
trality, but  likewise  to  protect  her  trade,  insisting  that  her  trading- Vessels  shall 
not  be  visited,  or  disturbed  by  any  means.  This  almost  intirely  points  at  England, 
as  the  English  are  the  Generous  humane  finest  fellows,  who  with  their  piratical 
&  brutal  insolence,  have  injured  and  nauseated  the  Whole  Globe,  she  has  sent 
a  Copy  of  it  to  Danemark,  Sweden,  Holland,"*^  &  portugal,  with  an  invitation 
to  arm,  as  she  does,  to  protect  the  liberty  of  the  sea.  It  has  been  received  with 
acclamations  of  Joy  by  the  Dutch ;  &  indeed  a  little  encouragement  from  abroad 
seemed  to  be  rather  wanting,  as  they  must  soon  give  an  answer  to  the  peremptory 
demand  of  England,  who  pretends  to  have  a  Right  to  the  subsidies  by  the  treaties. 
I  had  some  strong  hints  of  this  plan  about  a  month  since,  &  have  reasons  to 
believe  that  it  has  been  concerted  with  the  hearty  concurrence  of  all  the  northern 
Powers,  but  cannot  pronounce  as  yet  on  the  sentiments  of  the  insignificant  Court 
of  Portugal.  I  hope  however  soon  to  see  the  friends  &  allies  of  Great  Britain 
limited  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Court  of  Barbary,  with  whom  they  can't  help 
sympathising  from  a  Similitude  of  sentiments  &  trade.  I  think  I  can  see  in  the 
behaviour  of  the  northern  Powers  a  silent  intimation  to  England,  that  America 
shall  he  independent,  &  a  Salutary  advice  to  make  peace  on  the  best  terms  she  can : 
which  to  me  does  not  seem  practicable  before  the  next  Campaign  is  over.  I  long 
to  hear  how  the  English  Court  &  the  royale  exchange  will  relish  the  resolution 
of  the  said  powers,  &  how  those  powers  will  be  affected  by  the  Intelligence  (which 
by  this  time  they  must  have  received)  of  the  atrocious  murders  lately  committed 
in  the  mediterranean,  by  a  Brittish  assasin,  commanding  a  Privateer  of  28  guns, 
against  the  Cap""  &  crew  of  a  sw^edish  fregate  of  34.  after  having  spoken  to  the 
fregate  they  both  went  on  very  quietly  about  half  an  hour,  when  the  villain  turning 

'*3  Published  with  slight  changes  in  the  text  in  Calendar  of  Virginia  State  Papers,  Richmond,  Va., 
1875,  I,  342-345.        44  See  note  23. 

45  Holland.  In  the  American  War  of  Independence  William  V.,  a  man  of  the  feeblest  character, 
ruled  by  his  spirited  wife,  Frederica  Wilhelmina  of  Prussia,  favored  the  English.  However,  the 
interference  of  the  British  with  neutral  shipping  brought  the  Dutch  into  their  fourth  English  War. 
By  a  majority  of  four  provinces  to  three,  the  States  General  decided  to  join  the  "Armed  Neu- 
trality," the  combination  promoted  by  Catherine  II  of  Russia  (1780).  Party  strife  paralyzed  every 
organ  of  the  state,  and,  though  a  stout  fight  was  put  up  in  the  indecisive  naval  action  of  the  Dogger 
Bank  (1780),  the  Dutch  could  not  hinder  the  English  from  taking  possession  of  all  their  shipping 
and  all  their  colonies. 
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suddenly  round,  poured  2  broadsides  in  to  her  through  the  stern,  before  she  could 

be  put  in  a  state  of  defence,  the  frigate  had  met  with  a  severe  storm  in  the  Gulf 

of  lion  the  preceding  night;  her  guns  had  been  driven  in,  &  not  yet  replaced,  as 

those  unfortunate  People  were  under  no  apprehensions ;  &  being  in  the  night  they 

felt  the  effects  of  the  villany  by  the  time  they  could  perceive  it.   By  the  activity 

of  the  officers  however  they  got  themselves  ready  soon  enough  to  return  the  fire 

before  the  villain  could  make  his  escape,  &  it  is  hoped  that  his  vessel  has  been 

sufficiently  damaged  as  to  oblige  him  to  go  into  some  harbour  to  refit,  by  which 

he  must  be  known,  three  of  the  frigate's  crew  were  Killed,  a  Lieu*  &  many  sailors 

wounded,  &  the  Cap"  (Count  Aerkarloo)  died  a  few  days  after  at  Malaga  of 

the  wounds  he  received  as  soon  as  he  appeared  on  the  deck,  where  he  was  called 

bv  the  first  unexpected  fire  from  the  Pirates.  ,  ^.t,       ., 

^  19'"april 

having  promised  in  the  letter  2,  that  you  should  "find  me  very  attentive  in 
distinguishing  between  certainty  &  reports,  &  likewise  in  my  endeavours  to  point 
out  the  various  degrees  of  probability  in  dubbious  matters,"  I  think  myself 
obligged  to  trouble  you  with  the  Corrections  of  mistakes  of  any  kind,  whether 
material  or  not,  as  it  will  likewise  answer  the  purpose  of  confirming  whatever 
I  do  not  contradict.  And  this  I  mean  not  only  in  matters  of  fact,  but  even  re- 
specting conjectures  &  opinions.  In  said  letter  I  say  to  have  beared  in  Irland 
"that  the  king  of  france  would  probably  continue  to  object  to  a  general  Exchange 
of  prisoners,  to  distress  England,  where  men  were  so  scarce."  the  fact  is  that 
he  objected  to  unreasonnable  conditions ;  and  the  English  being  prepossessed  with 
the  notion,  that  all  propositions  founded  on  principles  of  equality  &  justice  are 
presumptuous  &  inadmissible,  took  in  their  heads  that  he  meant  to  have  no  ex- 
change, their  Ministry  at  last  thought  proper  to  be  complaisant,  &  the  exchange 
is  now  going  on  very  regularly.  As  to  the  interest  of  the  money  it  is  certain  that 
they  have  borrowed  it  on  the  same  terms  they  did  last  year;  but  while  I  was 
awritting  letter  2  in  Nantes,  one  M''  Williams  '^^  who  is  now  agoing  to  America 
in  the  sally  Cap"  Cogshall,  Uncle  to  M*"  Jonathan  Williams,  nephew  to  D""  frank- 
lin, assured  me  that  he  had  seen  the  scheme  of  the  Ministry,  &  found  by  a  very 
accurate  calculation,  that  the  advantages  offered  to  the  tenders  rised  the  interest 
to  12  P.  Cent,  the  scheme  he  mentioned  has  not  taken  place.  Perhaps  the  success 
they  had  since  against  the  Spaniards  procured  them  better  terms,  as  every  thing 
there  goes  on  Credit,  which  is  subject  to  prodigious  falls  &  rises  from  the  news 
of  the  day.  however,  7  P.  Cent  is  interest  enough  to  announce  the  bankruptcy  — 
approaching  with  gigantic  Steps. — the  affairs  of  Irland  are  now  more  likely 

46  Williams,  Jonathan,  a  nephew  of  Benjamin  Franklin.  Employed  by  Franklin  in  1777  to  take 
charge  of  the  strictly  naval  affairs  at  Nantes,  which  were  construed  to  include  all  matters  pertaining 
to  warships,  privateers,  and  prizes. 
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to  come  to  a  Crisis,  &  if  it  should  be  the  case,  it  will  be  owing  intirely  to  the  most 
egregious  folly  of  the  British  Ministry,  as  I  fortold  in  said  letter  2,  since  they 
have  in  their  behaviour  with  Irland  constantly  &  too  plainly  shown  both  timidity 
&  deceit,  no  Good  however  can  come  to  us  from  that  quarter,  unless  they  are 
forced  into  a  separation,  which  I  dont  expect,  &  if  their  demands  are  satisfied 
they  will  rather  give  a  lift  to  England  during  the  storm.  Not  the  least  intimation 
has  been  offered  to  france,  or  spain  that  they  would  even  accept  the  offer  of  a 
foreign  assistance.  On  the  contrary  their  bigotted  repugnance  to  a  separation,  is 
very  clear,  But  let  us  not  dare  to  blame  them ;  we  have- done  exactly  the  same ;  & 
it  may  be  said  with  Justice  that  we  behaved  like  a  most  stubborn  lover,  who  will 
not  part  from  his  proud  insolent  mistress  untill  she  kicks  him  out  of  door, 
the  almost  general  discontentement  in  England,  must  have  lately  disturbed  the 
Ministry,  &  Master  George  much  more  than  the  Irish  Commotions,  as  the  oppo- 
sition in  the  house  of  Commons  got  by  it  the  6'^  inst.  the  Majority  on  3  points, 
tending  to  lessen  the  influence  of  the  Crown,  the  Lords  have  put  their  negative 
to  the  first ;  it  is  supposed  they  will  do  the  same  with  the  others ;  &  the  Ministry 
have  since  recovered  by  a  few  votes,  the  majority  in  the  lower  house.  Matters 
are  just  as  I  wish  them  to  be.  I  dont  want  to  see  the  opposition  triumphant.  I 
only  want  them  Strong  enough  to  keep  up  Confusion,  &  to  harass  the  Ministry, 
if  the  Irish  were  satisfied  in  their  claims,  &  the  English  had  a  popular  Ministry, 
they  would  make  wonderfull  efforts.  I  love  mankind,  &  would  be  Glad  to  see  the 
world  free,  England  inclusive :  but  as  long  as  the  present  war  lasts,  I  want  the 
British  helm  to  remain  in  the  same  hands  it  now  is  —  In  letter  7  I  said  that  it 
was  supposed  that  Rodney  was  agoing  to  the  Islands  with  12  ships  of  the  line, 
but  he  went  only  with  4.  the  french  therefore  must  have  continued  to  have  the 
superiority  acquired  by  the  arrival  of  M""  Guichen  although  the  other  fleet,  which 
according  to  said  letter  ought  to  have  sailed  about  the  middle  of  march,  is  still 
at  Brest.  In  a  few  days  I  hope  I  shall  be  able  to  inform  you  of  the  departure  of 
that  fleet,  as  well  as  of  12  Spanish  ships  of  the  line,  &  12,000  men  from  Cadix. 
I  shall  conclude  my  Correction  of  what  I  have  written  hitherto,  by  contradicting 
the  Going  of  the  Spaniards  to  attack  Rodney,  as  mentioned  in  said  letter  7.  I 
had  that  wrong  intelligence  from  Marquis  Caraccioli,  who  had  it  of  the  Spanish 
Ambassadour.  the  mistake  arose  from  the  Courier  coming  away  just  when  they 
were  a  taking  up  the  anchors  having  determined  to  go ;  &  about  2  hours  after  they 
Changed  opinion  for  reasons,  which  if  they  were  all  publickly  known  I  suppose 
they  would  be  approved.  I  have  the  honour  to  be  most  respectfully 

Sir.  Your  Excellency's  most  Obedient 

&  most  Humble  Servant 
Philip  Mazzei 
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P.  S.  The  said  perumptory  demand  of  England,  made  the  22*^  of  march,  insisted 
on  an  answer  within  3  weeks,  the  Dutch  beged  for  time,  as  the  nature  of  the 
business  required  the  votes  of  the  several  states,  which  could  not  be  collected  so 
soon,  the  17*^  inst.  George  with  the  advice  of  his  wise  Council,  declared  all  the 
treaties  between  him  &  their  high  mightness  reduced  to  nothing,  as  his  proclama- 
tion orders  the  British  subjects,  alias  pirates,  to  treat  the  Dutch  like  all  other 
neutral  powers,  specifying  the  piratical  liberties  to  be  exercised,  which  implies 
a  disregard  of  the  declaration  of  the  Russian  Empress,  who  insists  on  the  right 
of  the  whole  World  to  enjoy  the  liberty  of  the  sea,  I  long  to  see  how  she  will 
relish  it.  She  certainly  is  not  a  Lady  to  triffle  with.  It  was  Clear  that  the  answer 
of  the  Dutch  would  be  unsatisfactory  for  George,  especially  as  some  of  the  states 
had  already  pronounced,  &  he  has  resolved  to  play  a  desperate  game.  I  should  not 
wonder  if  his  heavy  head  was  at  last  to  fall  on  the  Ground. 

2^  P.  S.  the  first  &  this  2"^  P.  S.  with  the  inclosed  paper  containing  matters  which 
relate  intirely  to  the  contents  of  the  above  letter  11,1  have  thought  proper  to  give 
them  room  in  it,  rather  than  in  others  writen  in  the  interim.  I  shall  always  follow 
this  method  when  I  have  it  in  my  power,  I  have  kept  the  above  opened,  because 
our  brave  Paul  Jones,  by  whom  I  shall  send  it,  is  here  still.  By  the  inclosed 
(copied  from  the  Leiden  gazette)  you  will  see  how  the  Dutch  are  thankfull  to 
the  Empress  of  Russia  for  the  Courage  she  sent  them  in  her  manifest  &  invitation, 
since  they  have  made  a  public  decree  of  receiving  it,  avec  Reconnaissance,  with- 
out that  I  am  confident  that  their  denial  of  the  subsidies  to  great  Britain,  would 
have  been  expressed  in  the  most  supplicating  pusillanimous  language,  &  that  they 
would  have  taken  longer  time  to  consider,  their  phlegmatic  conduct  in  the 
affair  of  Count  Byland,  has  really  been  hitherto  scandalously  shameful,  on  the 
Contrary  now  you  will  observe  in  the  resolution  of  the  states  of  holland  &  west 
frise  on  the  same  subject,  decorum  &  Boldness,  which  will  no  doubt  be  followed  by 
the  other's.  I  never  troubled  you  with  an  account  of  that  affair,  because  it  was  so 
notorious  &  made  so  great  a  noise  that  you  could  not  but  hearing  it  from  many 
quarters.  An  anecdote,  which  I  think  of  consequence,  though  not  so  much  noticed, 
is  that  of  the  funds  in  England  falling  only  ^  P.  cent  in  consequence  of  George's 
proclamation  of  the  17^^  &.  Ij^  in  consequence  of  the  Russian  minister  having 
not  been  at  his  levee  after  a  conference  to  had  with  him  in  his  Cabinet  the  day 
before.  Permit  me,  sir,  to  congratulate  you  on  the  General  prospect  of  things. 
It  cannot  be  better  for  us.  we  have  not  much  longer  to  suffer ;  &  our  sufferings 
from  the  most  shining  part  of  our  merits.  I  can  assure  you,  sir,  from  Good 
authorities,  that  our  perseverance  in  enduring  so  many  severe  hardships,  not  only 
reflects  as  much  honour  on  us,  as  our  noble  determination  of  Resistance,  &  our 
martial  Courage,  but  it  has  also  created  almost  all  over  Europe,  a  kind  of  Sympa- 
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thetic  affection  in  our  favour,  which  is  not  a  little  increased  by  the  unaccountable 
insolence  of  Great  Britain,  the  present  policy  of  the  british  ministry  is  certainly 
very  strange.  It  appears  to  me  that  seeing  the  approaching  necessity  of  making 
a  dishonorable  peace,  they  intend  by  multiplying  the  evils,  to  induce  the  Nation 
to  Call  loudly  for  it,  &  by  that  means  avoid  the  blame  of  being  the  authors.  Per- 
haps they  flatter  themselves  with  the  vain  satisfaction  of  puffing,  that  they  have 
had  the  whole  world  against  them,  &  that  nothing  else  could  ever  have  obliged 
them  to  it.  or  rather  they  can  no  more  form  a  plan,  and  depend  intirely  on  Chance. 

His  Excellency  Th^  Jefferson,  Esq""^ 
Governor  of  Virginia. 

[Dispatch  No.  12,  3rd  Copy.] 

g.^  Paris,  April  20*M 780. 

It  is  about  a  month  since  M*"  Penet  came  here  from  Nantes.  I  got  intelli- 
gence of  it  next  day,  went  to  see  him,  had  a  short  conversation,  &  spoke  very 
little,  as  I  was  determined  to  find  out  his  sentiments  before  he  could  know  mine, 
he  appeared  to  be  confused,  irresolute  &  discontented,  both  from  his  discourse  & 
countenance;  complained  of  your  drafts  to  a  large  amount  in  favour  of  a  Span- 
iard, by  paying  which  very  little  would  remain  to  his  house  of  the  produce  of 
your  tobacco,  arrived  in  2  large  vessels  at  Lorient  &  Nantes  in  february,  men- 
tioning the  large  orders  you  expected  to  have  executed,  &  the  heavy  debt,  which 
it  seemed  as  if  you  had  forgotten ;  attempted  to  exculpate  M""  D'Acosta  for  having 
not  paid  the  latter  of  Credit,  observing  that  the  house  had  letters  from  you,  or 
M""  Jameson,  or  both,  in  which  the  operations  respecting  M""  Smith  &  me  were 
Countermanded;  said  that  the  purport  of  my  mission  had  been  written  from 
Virginia  to  Philadelphia,  &  some  of  our  Delegates  had  been  instructed  to  inquire 
after  the  probability  of  success  from  persons,  whom  he  was  not  at  liberty  to 
mention;  &:  endeavoured  to  make  me  understand  (though  not  in  Clear  terms) 
that  it  was  believed  in  America,  that  I  had  settled  my  matters  with  the  Enemy, 
&  Gone  to  England,  four  or  five  days  after,  we  met  for  the  2^  time  by  appointe- 
ment.  he  treated  me  like  an  intimate  friend,  &  with  a  distinguished  kindness ; 
informed  me  of  his  success  with  his  partners  here,  whom  he  had  persuaded  into 
his  plan ;  said  that  your  drafts  should  be  paid,  &  your  orders  executed  —  blamed 
very  much  M''  D'Acosta's  unaccountable  behaviour  to  me,  which  he  said  to  have 
beared  of  by  some  of  the  Clerks  in  Nantes  &  to  have  had  some  words  with  him 
about  it  already ;  expected  that  the  brothers  Dacosta  should  not  be  long  his  part- 
ners ;  asked  if  I  had  his  letter  of  Credit,  &  when  I  should  want  the  money,  &c.  I 
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answered  that  I  would  receive  the  money  whenever  he  pleased ;  I  had  studiously 
avoided  to  mention  a  word  about  it  myself ;  I  took  notice,  but  very  gently,  of  his 
attempts  in  the  first  conversation  to  exculpate  M''  D'Acosta,  to  which  he  replied 
in  a  manner  as  if  he  had  been  certain  I  would  approve  his  discretion  in  speaking 
of  a  partner;  &  I  did  not  give  the  least  hint  of  remembering  any  thing  of  his 
confusion,  irresolution,  &  inconsistence,  which  I  dare  say  he  remembered  nothing 
of  himself.  M*"  Penet's  situation  must  have  been  very  disagreable  the  first  time 
I  saw  him.  I  had  already  been  informed  in  Nantes  that  he  is  not  a  man  of  Capital, 
which  you  must  have  observed  in  Letter  6 ;  &  am  now  certain  it  is  the  Case,  he 
knew,  that  his  partner's  here  were  in  bad  humour,  &  that  all  his  engagements  in 
America  must  fall  to  the  Ground  &  he  himself  be  reduced  to  nothing,  if  he  did 
not  succed  to  persuade  them  into  his  views,  this,  I  think,  accounts  fully  for  the 
monstruous  difference  between  his  first  &  second  conversation,  he  paid  me  the 
300  Louis  the  6*^^  instant,  &  is  now  gone  back  to  Nantes,  while  he  was  here  I  saw 
him  often,  as  he  shewed  a  great  regard  for  me,  attachment  to  the  american  cause, 
&  even  procured  me  the  acquaintance  of  a  person,  who  is  in  the  way  of  giving 
a  lift  in  matters  of  importance  for  us.  But  we  ought  notwithstanding  to  be  on 
our  guard  for  the  following  reason.  I  Know  that  his  partners  could  make  a  great 
deal  of  their  money  on  the  spot,  &  have  reason  to  believe  what  has  been  suggested 
to  me  by  an  old  acquaintance,  who  is  a  Banker  in  Paris,  that  they  would  not  have 
embarked  in  such  affairs,  unless  they  had  been  assured  of  extraordinary  profits. 
A  mixture  of  ambition  &  vanity,  extravagance  &  Generosity,  must  rise  M'"  Penet's 
expences  to  a  Considerable  amount,  his  show  gave  offence  in  Nantes,  &  has  been 
ridiculed  in  Paris.  Count  Kaunitz,'^''  who  was  here  in  his  way  to  Madrid,  Am- 
bassadeur  to  the  King  of  spain  from  the  Emperor,  asked  me  if  T  knew  a  person 
lately  come  from  America  (whom  from  his  description  I  found  to  be  M"^  Penet) 
who  (the  Count  said  with  a  smile  to  the  whole  company)  had  taken  great  pains 
with  his  tongue  &  by  showing  his  rings,  the  night  before  at  the  play,  to  be  taken 
particular  notice  of.  the  whole  must  come  out  of  the  profits  in  the  american  affairs, 
as  he  has  Got  no  others,  therefore  we  ought,  I  repeat,  to  be  on  our  guard,  and 
as  you  cannot  see  these  things  from  such  a  distance,  I  think  it  incumbent  on  me 
to  inform  you.  I  hope  that  my  character  is  sufficiently  Known  to  take  for  granted, 
that  I  am  induced  to  give  such  informations,  merely  from  my  regard  to  the 
publick  interest.  I  wish  however  that  interest  may  never  be  prefered  to  gratitude 
&  delicacy,  both  these  are  due  to  M''  Penet  by  what  I  beared  of  the  late  Governor 

"^7  Kaunitz-Rietburg,  Wenzel  Anton,  Prinz  von,  1711-1794.  Austrian  chancellor  and  diplomat, 
born  in  Vienna,  February  2,  1711.  From  1750  till  his  retirement  in  1792,  Kaunitz  was  the  leading 
figure  in  the  politics  of  eastern  and  central  Europe.  His  governing  principle  was  to  forward  the 
interests  of  the  "august  House  of  Austria,"  a  phrase  sometimes  repeated  in  every  few  lines  of  his 
dispatches.  In  foreign  affairs  he  strove  with  untiring  energy,  and  some  success,  to  extend  the 
Austrian  dominions. 
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&  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Council,  first  of  all  you  will  easily  see  by  the  quality  & 
price  of  the  Goods  you  receive,  &  the  accounts  of  sale  of  your  tobacco,  whether 
you  are  imposed,  or  not.  If  not,  the  informations  I  give  you  can  do  no  harm  and 
if  you  should  be  imposed,  I  wish  that  the  paying  of  your  debt  may  always  precede 
your  Complaints,  of  the  2  evils,  I  would  prefer  the  being  imposed  to  the  risk 
of  hurting  the  Credit  &  honour  of  the  state,  my  Greatest  apprehensions  are  on 
account  of  the  £  100,000  sterling  he  is  empowered  to  borrow,  he  has  avowed  to 
me,  that  he  never  expected  to  raise  a  farthing  on  that  Commission,  but  that  he 
had  taken  it  merely  as  a  security,  principally  to  satisfy  the  minds  of  his  partners, 
if  then  from  the  nature  of  his  Commission,  he  has  in  his  power  to  make  the  state 
answerable  for  that  sum,  without  any  further  formality  from  you,  I  wish  that 
you  will  withdraw  it  from  him  as  soon  as  possible,  &  that  it  may  be  done  with 
great  precaution  &  delicacy.  —  Indeed  his  extravagant  expences  would  hurt  the 
Credit  of  any  rich  merchant;  &  it  is  prudent  to  be  afraid  of  those  who  have  so 
Great  a  thirst  for  appearing  so  much  higher  than  their  station.  I  have  the  honour 
to  be  most  respectfully, 

Sir 

Your  Excellency's  most  Obedient 
&  most  Humble  Servant 
Philip  Mazzei 
His  Excellency  Th®  Jefferson  Gov''  of  Virginia 
[Endorsed]  P.  Mazzie  Letter 

[Dispatch  No.  13.]^^ 

Sir:  Paris,  April  21,  1780 

The  first  time  I  spoke,  according  to  my  instructions,  to  Dr.  Franklin  on  the 
purport  of  my  mission,  he  observed  that  so  many  people  had  come  to  Europe 
from  every  state  on  that  kind  of  business,  that  they  had  ruined  our  credit  and 
made  the  money  men  shy  of  us.  I  said  that  Virginia  should  not  partake  of  the 
blame  on  my  account,  as  I  would  not  let  them  know  my  business,  unless  I  was 
pretty  well  sure  of  success.  Having  since  taken  the  opportunity  of  mentioning 
the  subject  several  times  to  him,  he  never  failed  giving  some  mark  of  disapproba- 
tion and  displeasure. 

About  three  weeks  past  (that  is  to  say  about  a  month  since  I  had  first  mentioned 
the  matter  to  him)  his  reflections  induced  me  to  observe,  that  while  Congress 
called  on  the  several  states  to  supply  their  men  in  the  Continental  Army  with 
things  which  must  be  got  from  Europe,  it  became  a  necessity  for  them  to  seek  for 

48  This  letter  was  copied  from  the  American  Historical  Record,  Philadelphia,  January,  1872,  I, 
33-34. 


46  THE  NEW  YORK  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

credit  and  money ;  that  the  persons  sent  by  the  states  on  that  errand  may  not  have 
proceeded  with  all  the  discretion  required  in  such  cases ;  but  as  to  the  dishonor  and 
discredit  which  you  think,  says  I,  that  they  have  brought  down  upon  us  by 
spreading  such  an  idea  of  American  poverty,  I  must  beg  leave  to  differ  from  you, 
Sir,  since  all  Europe  knows  that  we  want  a  great  many  things  from  hence ;  that 
we  have  no  specie;  and  that  we  cannot,  during  the  war,  remit  enough  of  our 
produce  to  pay  the  debts.  The  only  two  points,  to  gain,  are,  I  continued,  the 
persuading  them  of  the  solidity  and  resources  of  the  States,  and  that  we  are  firmly 
determined  to  keep  our  Independence ;  and  then  mentioned  the  reasons  I  have  to 
expect  that  I  shall  be  believed,  particularly  in  Florence  and  Genoa.  "We  have 
tried  in  Genoa,"  he  said,  "without  effect."  As  I  had  informed  him  of  my  views 
from  the  beginning,  his  deferring  so  long  to  aquaint  me  with  that  unlucky  trial, 
made  a  sudden  and  disagreeable  impression  on  my  spirits  for  a  double  reason. 

But  that  was  nothing  in  comparison  to  what  I  have  felt  to-day.  He  has  at  last 
signified  to  me  that  6  per  cent,  was  offered.  But  sir,  says  I,  at  the  very  first  con- 
versation on  the  subject  I  informed  you  that  I  was  impowered  to  give  only  three. 
Had  I  known  at  that  time,  I  would  have  given  notice  of  it  by  Marquis  Lafayette, 
and  the  Assembly  could  have  been  informed  of  it  in  the  spring  session.  "I  didn't 
think  of  it,"  said  he,  with  a  true  philosophical  indifference;  "it  never  came  into 
my  mind." 

I  have  lost  no  time,  sir,  to  come  and  write  you  the  intelligence  with  which  I  have 
been  most  disagreeably  surprised  this  day,  knowing  that  there  is  at  Nantes  a 
vessel  ready  to  sail,  and  I  heartily  wish  that  you  may  receive  one  of  the  four 
copies  before  the  Assembly  rises. 

You  will,  I  hope,  excuse  my  blundering  more  than  usual,  as  I  am  really  dis- 
concerted. In  coming  from  the  Doctor  who  lives  three  miles  out  of  the  town, 
I  was  a  thinking  what  to  do.  I  have  resolved  to  proceed  on  my  journey  as  soon 
as  I  can  raise  money,  and  to  go  and  lay  a  foundation  for  executing  the  orders  I 
may  receive  hereafter.  It  is  requisite  to  observe  that  however  great  my  success 
may  be,  in  infusing  notions  of  our  solidity  and  resources,  and  a  desire  of  entering 
into  our  views,  I  cannot,  with  any  degree  of  prudence  mention  the  terms  expressed 
in  my  instructions,  as  Dr.  Franklin's  offer  is  certainly  known  everywhere.  The 
experiment  having  been  tried  by  the  medium  of  public  bankers,  the  offering  less 
than  has  already  been  offered,  would  be  ridiculous,  and  perhaps  injurious  to  the 
credit  of  Congress. 

If  the  state  should  not  like  the  terms,  I  might  act  for  Congress,  and  probably 
succeed,  although  others  have  failed.  I  intend  to  mention  it  to  the  Doctor,  and 
if  I  should  meet  with  more  philosophy  than  zeal,  I  have  a  mind  to  explain  the 
whole  matter  to  Mr.  John  Adams  (if  he  affords  me  an  opening  to  do  it)  and 


PHILIP  MAZZEI,  VIRGINIA'S  AGENT  IN  EUROPE  47 

avail  myself  of  his  advice  and  assistance.  The  established  character  of  his  great 
abilities  and  patriotism  all  over  the  Continent  would,  T  hope,  sufficiently  warrant 
my  step ;  besides  what  I  know  of  him  from  the  late  governor,  and  still  more  from 
yourself.  I  hope  soon  to  entertain  you  with  some  favorable  accounts  of  European 
affairs,  and  have  the  honor  to  be  most  respectfully 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
and  most  Humble  Servant 
Philip  Mazzei 

[Dispatch  No.  14,  3rd  Copy.]  ^^ 

Sir,  Paris,  May  3^  1780. 

In  letter  7,  the  first  of  which  I  sent  by  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  I  took  the 
liberty  to  propose  to  you  the  sending  to  Leghorn,  if  possible,  under  f  rench  colours 
a  cargo  of  the  best  tobacco.  I  have  since  been  informed  by  the  Tuscan  Minister 
(who  is  American  in  the  heart,  &  is  of  some  service  to  me)  that  good  Indigo 
would  be  likewise  a  very  profitable  article  there,  &  especially  at  present.  I  was  not 
acquainted  with  it  before,  but  he  has  proved  it  to  me  very  clear,  &  is  so  sanguine 
in  it  that  he  would,  if  practicable,  take  some  interest  in  the  cargo  himself.  I  there- 
fore wish  that  you  could  &  would  make  a  trial. — You  will  remember  that  one  of 
the  points  I  always  had  in  view,  for  the  good  of  our  Country  in  these  difficult 
times,  was  the  persuading  the  Italians  to  send  us  on  their  account  &  at  their  risk 
such  goods  as  we  are  in  most  need  of.  I  have  observed  to  the  said  gentleman. 
Marquis  Caraccioli,  &  other  Italian  Ministers  &  travellors  the  advantages,  which 
would  result  to  the  States  of  Italy  from  their  entering  earley  in  commercial  cor- 
rispondence  with  America.  I  have  seen  already  from  various  symptoms  that 
seeds  scattered  in  such  a  manner  are  apt  to  vegetate.  A  cousin  to  the  present  first 
Minister  of  the  King  of  Naples  came  purposely  to  converse  with  me  on  the 
subject,  &  before  he  parted  from  this  place  made  me  promise  that  I  would  write 
my  notions  about  it,  as  soon  as  I  have  leasure,  &  send  them  to  him.  He  &  another 
person  of  high  rank  &  abilities  engaged  me  much  to  go  to  Naples  myself,  which 
I  intend  to  do,  if  my  purse  will  bear  it.  That  King  may  become  a  useful  friend 
to  us,  particularly  on  account  of  the  barbarians,  as  he  intends  to  have  soon  a 
respectable  marine,  consisting  of  12  ships  of  the  line  fregates  &  other  vessels 
sufficient  to  protect  a  free  navigation  in  the  Mediterraneum.  But  at  present  the 
States  of  Italy  cannot  act  openly  for  several  reasons.  I  will  mention  one,  which 
is  not  perhaps  so  very  obvious.  They  cannot  prudently  take  the  lead  of  Prussia 
Russia  &  the  Emperour,    The  only  way  for  the  Italian  adventurers  would  be, 

'^^  The  original  copy  3  of  this  letter  is  in  The  New  York  Public  Library  (Emmet  Collection, 
6412).  Published  with  slight  changes  in  the  text  in  Calendar  of  Virginia  State  Papers,  Richmond, 
Va.,  1875,  I,  346-347. 
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after  having  their  cargoes  ready  for  America,  to  take  their  dispatches  for  France, 
where  they  ought  to  be  furnished  with  french  passports,  letters  of  mark,  &  every- 
thing requisite.  I  mentioned  it  earley  to  D""  Franklin, ^°  desiring  that  he  would 
procure  me  an  interview  with  the  Minister,  as  I  wanted  to  carry  with  me  the 
certainty  of  having  executed  here  what  I  might  propose  to  them.  He  undertook 
to  do  it,  &  the  week  after  told  me  that  he  had  not  been  at  Versailles.  The  Foreign 
Ministers  go  there  only  on  tuesday,  unless  there  are  particular  reasons,  as  pressing 
business,  &c.  The  next  time  he  could  not  mention  it,  having  had  too  much  to  do. 
The  3^  week  it  had  gone  quite  out  of  his  head ;  &  as  he  expressed  not  remembering 
well  what  it  was  that  I  wanted  to  propose,  I  repeated  it.  He  then  proposed  that 
I  would  write  it,  &  he  would  give  it  to  the  Minister.  I  observed  that  the  point 
in  question  could  probably  be  well  digested  &  determined  in  one  conversation ; 
that  the  writing  upon  it  would  be  too  tedious  &  too  difficult  a  task ;  &  in  short 
that  it  could  not  be  done  with  any  propriety  without  being  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  their  marittime  laws  &  regulations,  &  some  of  their  Treaties,  especially  those 
with  the  Barbarians.  He  advised  me  to  go  to  one  M'"  Chaumont,^^  a  good  friend 
of  his,  &  a  gentleman  from  whom  I  could  have,  he  said,  all  the  informations  I 
might  wish  relative  to  the  french  national  affairs.  I  could  get  none  however,  but 
was  favoured  with  an  advice  to  persuade  the  Italians  to  what  they  probably  would 
not,  &  prudently  should  not  do.  I  had  made  many  trips,  &  lost  many  days  after 
the  desired  informations  when  I  returned  to  the  Doctor,  mentioned  the  impro- 
priety of  the  advice,  &  repeated  my  desire  of  having  something  done  in  an  affair, 
which  I  conceived  might  be  of  great  utility  to  us.  The  day  before  yesterday  I 
spoke  again  to  him  on  the  subject ;  said  that  the  only  way  to  do  some  thing  was 
the  going  to  the  fountain  at  once;  &  expressed  again  a  desire  of  his  assistance 
to  enable  me  to  serve  our  Country.  He  had  often  complained  in  our  conversations 
of  the  multiplicity  of  business ;  he  repeated  the  same  on  the  occasion ;  &  said  that 
the  best  thing  the  Italians  could  do  was,  in  his  opinion,  to  follow  M""  Chaumont's 
advice.  I  therefore  determined  to  go  to  work  some  other  way,  &  not  to  trouble 
him  any  more  on  that  score.  I  asked  him  if  he  had  found  certain  papers  relative 
to  the  money,  which  Congress  want  to  borrow,  &  others,  all  which  I  was  to  peruse, 
&  to  take  copies  of  such  I  thought  may  be  of  use  to  me.  He  had  had  no  time  to 
look,  he  said,  but  he  would  do  it,  &  send  them  to  me.  In  my  last  letters  before  I 
leave  Paris  I  shall  perhaps  be  more  explicit.    Till  then  I  intend  to  say  nothing 

50  Adams  and  Franklin  while  in  Paris  were  utterly  incompatible,  both  mentally  and  morally. 
Each  had  an  extreme  personal  dislike  for  the  other.  Adams  in  1811  charged  that  Franklin  had 
"concerted  with  de  Vergennes"  "to  crush  Mr.  Adams  and  get  possession  of  his  commission  for 
peace." 

51  Le  Ray  de  Chaumont,  James  Donatien  (1724-1803),  a  wealthy  French  financier,  whose  hos- 
pitality Franklin  accepted  while  in  Paris  to  enlist  French  aid  for  the  colonies. 
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more,  than  what  is  necessary  to  convince  you  that  I  am,  as  I  have  always  been 
&  shall  be,  as  active  &  as  zelous  as  possible  in  my  endeavours  to  promote  the  good 
of  our  Country  through  every  means.  I  am  most  respectfully, 

Sir,  Your  Excellency's  most  Obedient 

&  most  Humble  Servant 
HisExcellencyTh^  Jefferson  Gov'' of  Virginia.  Philip  Mazzei. 

[Dispatch  No.  15. ]52 

Sir  Paris,  May  12,  1780. 

The  fleet  of  IVP  de  Ternay,^'^  consisting  of  7  ships  of  the  line,  one  64, 
ditto  armed  as  a  flute  (which  means  having  no  guns  in  the  lower  battery)  fregates 
&  other  smaller  vessels,  with  6300  men,  commanded  by  lieut :  General  Rocham- 
beau,  sailed  at  last  from  Brest  the  2^  instant :  they  carry  arms  &  cloathing  for  our 
men  &  cash  for  their  use.  It  is  expected  that  the  2^  Division  will  sail  in  about  3 
weeks,  &  that  it  will  consist  in  2  or  3  ships  of  the  line  &  3  or  4000  men.  The 
Spanish  fleet,  consisting  of  12  ships  of  the  line  &  some  smaller  vessels  with  1 1,460 
men  sailed  from  Cadiz  the  28th  ult°.  The  English  have  put  back  into  harbour 
for  the  3^  time,  some  of  their  men  of  war  not  being  fit  for  the  voyage,  though 
they  give  out  other  reasons.  They  will  be  extremely  puzzled  to  resist  the  power 
of  France  &  Spain,  notwithstanding  the  loss  of  10  Spanish  ships  of  the  line 
in  the  winter,  between  taken,  burnt  &  shipwreck.  I  beg  leave  to  make  some  obser- 
vations which  may  bring  us  to  a  clear  view  of  things.  The  Spanish  Marine  was 
never  in  good  order ;  the  f rench  a  few  years  past  was  not  even  in  existence :  &  the 
English  has  been  on  the  best  footing  since  near  2  centuries  —  It  is  obvious  that  the 
2  first,  must  have  been  subject  to  many  inconveniences,  derived  from  bad  manage- 
ment, for  want  of  experience  &  foresight  in  every  department.  But  those  evils 
are  easily  cured  by  degrees,  where  good  will  &  courage  are  not  wanting :  &  indeed 
in  France  they  seem  to  heal  very  fast.  The  English  Marine  on  the  contrary,  went 
on  by  itself  mechanically:  long  use  and  repeated  experience  has  kept  the  various 
parts  in  tolerable  good  order,  notwithstanding  their  ignorance,  indolence  & 
blunders  of  the  moving  Springs  —  But  now  a  general  disorder  creeps  in  them, 
&  courage  diminishes,  while  the  dayly  improvements  are  amazing  here :  and 
courage  exists  to  the  highest  pitch.   The  English  seem  to  be  still  s6mething  su- 

52  Calendar  of  Virginia  State  Papers,  Richmond,  1875, 1,  348-350. 

53  Ternay,  Charles  Louis  d'Arsae,  Chevalier  de.  French  naval  officer,  born  in  the  castle  of 
Ternay,  near  Laudun,  in  1722;  died  in  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  July  10,  1780.  He  entered  the  navy 
in  1738,  and  fought  at  Louisburg  in  the  French  and  Indian  War.  In  1762,  in  command  of  a  squadron, 
he  attacked  Newfoundland,  and  captured  St.  John's  and  several  British  vessels.  He  was  Governor 
of  the  island  of  Bourbon  (1772-79).  Early  in  1780  he  armed  a  division  in  Brest,  and  was  charged 
with  conveying  Rochambeau's  army  to  the  United  States.  After  defeating  a  British  force  in  the 
West  Indies  he  arrived  safely  at  Newport  on  July  10th,  and  died  there  soon  after  his  arrival. 
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perior  in  the  maneuvres  at  Sea,  but  it  won't  be  long  the  case.  The  French  have  now 
a  number  of  good,  experienced  officers,  the  intelligence  of  whom  has  lately  shined, 
no  less  than  their  bravery.  As  to  bravery,  I  hardly  think  that  the  English  impu- 
dence would  go  so  far  as  to  deny,  that  they  have  been  worsted  in  almost  every 
encounter  where  the  powers  have  been  equal. 

There  remains  not  a  doubt  about  this,  the  proves  having  been  so  many.  I  will 
mention  one,  really  surprising,  which  must  cover  those  puffiing  sea-bears  with 
confusion  and  shame  —  Cap*"  Royer,  commanding  3  fregates  of  28  guns  each, 
after  a  fight  of  one  hour  &  half  the  27*'^  ult°  against  4  English  from  30  to  36 
guns,  having  been  mortally  wounded,  left  things  in  such  a  condition  to  the  next 
in  command,  that  the  enemy,  a  little  while  after,  were  obliged  to  go  off.  It  is  time 
that  Cap*"  Royer  had  already  given  many  proves  of  his  extraordinary  skill  & 
bravery,  but  his  last  appears  to  me  the  greatest.  The  3  fregates,  with  a  prize, 
which  they  took  after  the  battle  came  to  Dunkerque,  where  the  Hero  has  been 
buried  with  the  honours  of  a  Lieut :  Gen' :  leaving  to  the  King,  the  melancholy 
satisfaction  of  showing  his  humanity  to  the  widow. 

To  return  to  our  observations  on  the  present  situation  of  affairs  in  Europe : 
France  alone  will  soon  have  a  marine  at  least  equal  to  England,  &  France  &  Spain 
joined  have  it  now  much  superior  —  The  2  nations  are  on  the  best  of  terms  with 
all  Europe :  the  English  are  either  hated  or  despised  —  The  inclosed  answer  of 
the  King  of  France  to  the  Empress  of  Russia  expresses  the  real  sentiments  of  the 
monarch,  heartily  adopted  by  his  Council  &  spreading  very  fast  through  the  nation. 
The  answer  of  Spain  is  conceived  in  terms,  signifying  the  same:  &  that  if  the 
British  King  shows  disappointment,  &  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  keep  up  dignity 
—  It  is  ambiguous  &  evasive,  while  that  of  France  is  clear  geometry.  While  the 
world  sees  an  insatiable  avarice  &  an  immodest  thirst  of  Empire  in  England,  joined 
to  an  unbearable  insolence,  France  is  admitted  for  disinterestedness,  moderation 
&  the  exemplary  regard  paid  to  the  rights  of  nations.  No  nation  now  mistrusts 
what  France  says,  no  kind  of  faith  is  given  to  the  other. 

And  in  this  situation  of  things,  the  English  have  the  daring  impudence  to  break 
our  ears  with  their  old  song  in  the  pretended  aspiring  ambition  &  duplicity  of  the 
house  of  Bourbon  —  What  a  strange  revoluton  of  things !  What  a  happy  circum- 
stance for  us  to  have  divided  in  time  from  these  wretches !  In  this  Country  it  is 
surprising  to  see  the  rapid  progress  of  liberal  sentiments  in  all  ranks  of  people: 
it  seems  as  if  the  whole  nation  were  turned  true  citizens  of  the  world  —  In  Eng- 
land every  thing  is  selfish  and  clanish  —  Here  the  King,  his  ministers  &  the  nation 
seem  to  form  one  family.  These  not  only  they  are  divided  in  parties ;  but  those 
parties  are  subdivided  in  infinitum.  The  less  disunited  is  the  Court  party,  because 
it  is  cemented  with  gold  —  That  metal  has  been  lately  of  great  service  to  the  min- 
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ister,  &  must  have  been  used  with  great  profusion,  since  he  has  so  suddenly 
recovered  &  assured  his  majority  both  in  England  &  Ireland  —  I  intended  to  send 
you  the  patriotic  speeches  of  M""  Grattan  &  others,  but  as  I  could  not  get  the 
originals,  &  they  have  produced  nothing,  I  shall  decline  it.  In  England  they  are 
constantly  driving  from  all  places  on  board  the  men  of  war,  poor  people,  who 
hardly  know  the  difference  betwixt  an  anchor  &  a  cable :  &  with  all  that  they  will 
find  it  very  difficult  to  man  30  ships  of  the  line  for  their  fleet  in  the  channel.  In 
France  they  could  man  double  that  number,  by  taking  a  small  proportion  of  the 
rivers  water-men:  &  if  there  is  a  press,  it  must  be  very  insignificant  since  we 
hear  nothing  of  it,  &  I  have  seen  no  such  a  thing  in  those  Sea-ports  where  I 
have  been. 

All  persons  coming  from  London,  bring  the  most  dismal  accounts  of  the  dis- 
tresses of  that  town,  occasioned  by  the  War.  In  Paris,  they  speak  of  the  War,  as 
if  it  were  between  Tartary  &  China  —  We  now  &.  then  hear  some  complaints,  but 
they  come  from  those  who  cannot  obtain  permission  to  go  to  fight,  &  especially 
in  America  —  Eight  grenadiers  who  were  on  furlough,  seeing  by  the  papers  that 
their  Regiment  was  agoing  with  M.  de  Rochambeau,  &  fearing  of  being  left 
behind  if  they  did  not  go  very  quick,  they  made  a  purse  between  them,  &  went 
post  —  When  they  arrived  at  Brest,  they  had  no  more  than  12  .Sous  left  in  all, 
&  they  were  as  happy  as  Kings,  since  they  were  in  time  to  embark  with  their 
companions.  Count  de  Custine,^"*  having  a  Regiment  of  Dragoons  of  his  own 
name,  which  is  esteemed  a  great  honour  in  this  country,  exchanged  it  for  a  regi- 
ment of  infantry  to  go  with  M.  de  Rochambeau  —  The  King  having  observed  it 
to  him,  when  he  went  to  ask  leave,  he  answered,  "I  know  not  a  Service  more 
honorable  than  that  where  one  can  fight  the  Enemies  of  your  Majesty."  Another 
Colonel,  the  chevalier  de  Choisy,  a  person  of  high  rank,  has  given  up  his  regiment, 
to  go  with  M.  de  Rochambeau  as  Volunteer  —  But  as  it  would  be  an  endless  work 
to  tell  you  all  the  anecdotes  of  this  kind,  I  will  conclude  by  informing  you  that 
this  expedition  is  made  up  of  the  best  troops  in  the  world. 

In  my  next  I  intend  to  tell  you  something  of  the  plan  I  have  endeavoured  to 
have  executed:  about  which,  when  I  have  been  in  want  of  advice,  I  have  thought 
proper  to  consult  only  M.^  John  Adams.  I  have  the  honour  to  be  most  respectfully. 
Sir  Your  Excellency's  most  obd*  &  most 

Humble  Servant 

Philip  Mazzei. 

54  Custine,  Adam  Philippe,  Comte  de,  1740-93.  A  French  general,  born  at  Metz.  He  served  with 
distinction  in  the  Seven  Years'  War.  As  colonel  of  the  infantry  regiment  "Saintonge,"  and  quarter- 
master-general of  the  French  troops,  he  took  part  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and  was  present  at 
the  surrender  of  Yorktown.  In  consequence  of  his  failure,  in  the  campaign  of  1793,  to  relieve  Mainz, 
he  was  accused  of  treason,  and  executed. 
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P.  S.  The  French  Gov*  having  wisely  determined  to  carry  on  the  war  in  distant 
parts,  their  Fleet  in  Europe  will  not  be  so  considerable  as  it  was  thought  —  It 
will  at  any  rate  be  superior  to  the  english  —  They  have  at  last  adopted  a  good 
plan :  that  of  watching  the  merchant-fleets  of  the  Enemy.  For  this  reason  perhaps, 
they  seem  now  determined  to  give  the  Command  of  it  to  M.  Buchaffault,  and  to 
keep  Count  d'Estaing  at  home. 

The  English  are  going  on  Capturing  the  Dutch  vessels  in  direct  opposition 
to  the  Manifest  of  Russia  —  I  expect  soon  to  hear  the  thunder,  &  am  confident 
that  their  temerity  proceeds  from  despair :  unless  they  hope  to  mend  matters  like 
Harlequin  Shoemaker.  The  French  troops  are  6300,  including  those  of  the  Ma- 
rine &  the  Spanish  are  above  12000,  including  ab*  800  recruits,  who  were  not  in 
the  first  list  I  saw. 

[Dispatch  No.  16,  3rd  Copy.] 

Paris,  May  19'^  1780. 
Sir, 

It  is  obvious  that  the  European  adventurers  cannot,  during  the  war,   fetch 

from  America  but  a  small  proportion  of  their  Capital,   my  intention  has  always 

been  to  persuade  them  to  leave  the  greatest  part  of  it  in  our  funds;  which  would 

be  the  means  of  interesting  them  in  our  wellfare,  &  of  taking  a  great  deal  of  paper 

money  out  of  circulation,   the  late  resolutions  of  congress  tending  to  so  great, 

&  I  hope  advantagious,  alteration  in  our  finances,  put  me  now  intirely  at  a  Stand. 

I  am  not  only  unfit  to  propose  anything,  but  likewise  unable  to  give  Satisfaction 

to  any  question  on  the  Subject,  untill  you  favour  me  with  a  Clear  &;  thorough 

information  of  the  whole,  which  I  heartily  wish  may  Soon  be  the  Case.  I  Suppose 

that  the  states  will  adopt  the  plan  recommended  by  congress,  &  I  wish  that  the 

collection  of  the  monthly  taxes  may  prove  as  easy  near  the  end,  as  I  hope  it  will 

be  at  the  beginning.    It  appears  to  me  that  the  redemption  of  the  Currency  of 

individual  states,  becomes  unavoidable  at  the  Same  time ;  «&  if  I  don't  mistake,  our 

State  is  pretty  well  loaded  with  it.    I  hope  however  that  the  Sale  of  our  back 

lands  &  British  property,  will  greatly  alleviate  the  heavy  burden,   the  Silence  of 

congress  respecting  the  money  borrowed  by  them  from  individuals,  at  6  p.  Cent, 

interest,  payable  in  paper  money,  induces  me  to  believe  that  they  had  not  as  yet 

agreed  on  the  resolution  they  should  take  about  it.    I  expect  that  our  State  will 

follow  their  steps  in  regard  to  our  loan  office.  It  is  highly  necessary  that  I  should 

be  acquainted  with  it,  as  well  as  with  any  other  new  establishment  of  the  kind, 

if  there  should  be  any  hereafter  in  the  Country. 

I  shall  take  it  as  a  particular  favour,  if  you  will  be  at  the  trouble  of  informing 

me  with  the  new  laws  relative  to  Emigrants,  &  in  short  with  every  article  of  our 
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constitution  &  new  code  of  laws,  apt  to  satisfy  the  minds  of  those,  who  may 
incline  to  become  our  Countrimen.  I  have  already  been  applied  to  on  this  par- 
ticular, by  Several  french  &  two  young  Italian  gentlemen,  who  were  here  in  their 
travels,  one  of  them  is  a  young  Brother  of  the  Prince  of  Ottaviano  of  Naples, 
an  old  branch  of  the  medicean  families,  who  assured  me  that  with  a  moderate 
fortune,  &  families  of  labourers  &  machanicks,  he  will  bring  to  Virginia  true 
Republican  Sentiments,  the  notions  of  Equality  among  mankind,  have  made  of 
late  a  most  rapid  &  Surprising  progress  in  Europe,  all  judicious  &  Sensible  people 
agree,  that  this  happy  &  noble  improvement  is  chiefly  owing  to  our  Glorious  cause, 
by  the  noise  of  which  the  minds  of  the  people  have  been  shakened  and  awakened, 
great  Britain  only  has  been  So  far  from  partaking  of  the  Benefit  that  it  Seems  as 
if  the  prejudices  which  are  obliged  to  fly  from  other  Countries  were  accumulating 
in  that  disgraced  Island  —  how  pleasing  &  comfortable  Such  reflections  must 
be  to  true  American  hearts !  I  have  the  honour  to  be  most  respectfully. 

Sir 

'  Your  Excellency's  most  Obed*^ 

&  most  Humble  Servant 

His  Excellency  Th^  Jefferson  Gov*"  of  Virginia.  Philip  Mazzei 

[Dispatch  No.  17. Y^ 

Sir,  Paris,  May  20th,  1780 

As  soon  as  I  got  to  Paris.  I  was  very  industrious  in  endeavouring  to 
confute  &  destroy  the  injurious  prevailing  reports  of  our  inclining  to  unite  again 
with  Great  Britain,  at  the  same  time  insinuating  that  the  french  government 
ought  to  send  us  an  effectual  assistance  to  defeat  entirely  our  Enemies  in  this 
Campaign,  (a  thing  easy  to  them  &  absolutely  necessary  according  to  sound 
policy)  I  shall  now  tell  you,  agreable  to  my  promise  in  letter  15,  Something  of  the 
plan  of  operations  I  have  recommended. 

You  must  consider  that  in  february  &  march  we  knew  nothing  certain  about 
Clintons  expedition  to  the  Southward.  We  knew  that  New  York  &  Long  Island 
had  been  reinforced  with  Naval  &  Land  forces  by  Admiral  Arbuthnot^^  (who 
entered  the  Hook,  the  day  I  got  out  of  it,  the  27th  August)  &  with  the  strong 
garrison  from  Rhode  Island. 

55  Calendar  of  Virginia  State  Papers,  Richmond,  Va.,  1875, 1,  350-352. 

56  Arbuthnot,  Marriot,  1711-94.  A  British  admiral.  He  became  a  commander  in  1746  and 
a  captain  in  1747;  was  commissioner  of  the  nav-y  at  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  from  1775  to  1778; 
became  a  rear-admiral  in  1778,  and  in  1779  was  appointed  vice-admiral  and  placed  in  command 
of  the  North  American  Station.  In  conjunction  with  Sir  Henry  Clinton  he  captured  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  after  a  long  siege,  in  1780  (May  12th),  and  in  March,  1781,  fought  an  indecisive 
engagement  with  a  French  fleet  off  Cape  Henry.  He  surrendered  his  command  to  Rear-Admiral 
Graves  in  July,  1781,  returned  to  England,  and,  though  he  saw  no  more  actual  service,  became 
by  seniority  Admiral  of  the  Blue  in  1793. 
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Some  vague  reports  of  Cornwallis  having  gone  to  South  Carolina  with  5000 
men  &  CHnton  &  Arbuthnot  to  the  Islands  with  6000  &  6  men  of  war,  were  not 
believed:  I  gave  notice  of  the  fortifications  they  had  made  &  were  a  making 
there,  when  I  came  away;  the  most  important  of  which  must  be  a  fort  on  the 
heights  of  Long  Island  opposite  to  the  Market  place,  where  the  first  fascines 
were  carted  to  the  23*^  August  —  Marquis  la  Fayette  remained  here  a  few  days 
after  I  had  written  letter  7:  he  was  very  desirous  of  knowing  the  strength  of 
the  enemy  in  cavalry ;  in  which  I  was  sorry  not  to  have  in  my  power  to  satisfy 
him  —  I  found  that  Govern*  intended  to  send  immediately  over  to  America  a 
person  to  purchase  1200  horses,  &  upon  the  whole,  I  thought  I  could  see  that 
Canada  or  Halifax  would  be  their  object  rather  than  New  York.  I  therefore 
undertook  to  prove  that  nothing  effectual  could  be  done,  without  a  superiority  on 
the  water :  that  with  such  a  superiority  Long  Island  &  New  York  might  be  as 
easily  taken,  considering  all  circumstances,  as  any  other  petty  British  establish- 
ment on  the  Continent;  that  the  taking  of  any  other  place  could  not  afford  a 
sufficient  relief  to  America  &  in  the  mean  time  the  opportunity  of  completing  the 
business  might  be  lost;  that  New  York  was  not  only  the  head  quarters  of  the 
Enemies,  but  likewise  their  general  repository  of  all  kinds  of  stores,  provisions, 
ammunitions,  &c ;  that  the  loss  of  New  York  would  be  their  fatal  blow ;  that  that 
place  ought  to  be  considered  as  a  real  trap  for  the  Enemy,  that  not  a  man  nor  a 
vessel,  nor  any  thing  could  escape  us,  if  the  affair  was  properly  conducted;  that 
nothing  more  was  required  than  a  sufficient  number  of  ships  of  the  Line  to  blok 
those  of  the  Enemy  within  the  Hook,  frigates  &  smaller  vessels  to  protect  the 
crossing  of  our  men  through  the  Sounds  over  long  Island  (which  at  the  same 
time  would  hinder  theirs  from  running  away)  muskets  &  ammunition  for  our 
Militia  &  good  artillery  to  attack  the  forts  of  the  heights;  that  after  the  loss  of 
their  forts,  the  enemy  must  surrender  at  discretion ;  for  which  reason  they  ought 
to  be  told  immediately,  that  no  quarter  will  be  given,  if  they  should  destroy  any- 
thing after  that  time :  &  that  the  Americans  could  afterwards  complete  the  business 
by  themselves  everywhere  on  the  Continent.  Canada  inclusive,  provided  the  Allies 
would  prevent  the  Enemy  Shipping  themselves  of¥,  from  one  place  to  another. 
I  think  I  proved  that  they  can  Easily  be  taken  or  destroyed  where  they  are,  without 
allowing  them  time  to  recollect  themselves,  &  run  to  the  protection  of  their  Islands, 
if  the  plan  is  maturely  di jested  between  the  French  Commander  &  General  Wash- 
ington only,  which  I  observed,  to  be  the  only  method  to  keep  it  secret  —  I  said 
that  the  French  fleet  &  army  must  not  appear  there,  before  every  point  is  fixed 
&  everything  ready  &  gave  what  I  think  very  good  reasons,  founded  cheifly  on 
what  I  have  seen.  On  that  account,  I  recommended  their  going  forth  to  the 
Islands,  at  the  same  time  despatching  from  hence  a  frigate  with  letters  to  Genl : 
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Washington  only.  I  described  candidly  the  fable  (?)  of  our^''  Commander:  I 
assured  that  he  is  too  modest,  diffident  of  his  own  opinion  &  that  it  is  to  be  appre- 
hended from  him  too  great  a  propensity  to  leave  the  direction  of  the  undertaking 
to  the  french  Commander,  which  is  necessary  that  this  last  should  guard  against 
—  I  recommended  above  all  things  the  frigates  &  smaller  vessels  to  protect  the 
Sounds :  without  which  I  demonstrated  the  difficulty  of  taking  the  forts  on  the 
heights  —  I  proved  by  many  powerful  reasons,  the  inexpediency  of  going  directly 
from  hence  to  the  Continent,  and  the  advantages  of  going  first  to  the  Islands.  I 
had  the  satisfaction  to  find  that  my  plan  was  approved  &  to  hear  some  flattering 
expressions  about  it,  but  had  it  ever  been  adopted  ad  litteram,  posterior  events 
may  probably  have  occasioned  some  alterations  — 

The  accounts  of  Clintons'  bad  treatment  by  Eolus,  joined  to  the  intelligence 
sent  by  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  certainly  hastened  the  sailing  of  the  fleet  uncom- 
pleted; some  of  the  forces  for  want  of  transports  having  been  at  Brest  to  form 
a  second  division,  as  mentioned  in  letter  15.  It  is  likewise  to  be  considered  that 
the  whole  had  been  intended  to  have  sailed  in  March  —  the  event  must  prove 
if  I  have  been  so  happy  as  to  contribute  something  to  the  support  of  our  Cause, 
which  I  have  the  satis fection  to  assure  you  bring  on  us  every  day  more  &  more 
the  love  esteem  &  admiration  of  the  Europeans  &  especially  of  our  good  Allies  — 
It  wound  be  too  tedious  to  repeat  all  I  have  said  &  written  on  the  subject,  you  may 
believe  when  I  tell  you  I  have  spared  no  time  or  trouble,  and  I  hope  that  you  will 
agree  that  while  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  proceed  on  the  business  I  have  been 
sent  upon,  I  could  make  no  better  use  of  my  time.  Success  in  the  General  affair 
will  even  facilitate  the  business  I  have  been  intrusted  with.  I  shall  not  mention 
the  respectable  Persons,  by  whom  I  have  been  Greatly  &  heartly  assisted,  dis- 
cretion forbids  it,  since  it  is  unnecessary,  it  cou'd  be  of  prejudice  to  some  &  I  have 
been  assured  that  the  most  intricated  cipher  can  be  deciphered.  I  shall  finish  by 
acquainting  you,  that  I  sent  a  sketch  of  my  plan  to  Lieutenant  Genl.  de  Rocham- 
beau,  by  Count  W"^  de  deux  ponts,  who  is  under  his  command  &  to  whom  I  gave 
a  letter  of  recommendation  for  you,  dated  March  27*^,  which  you  will  probably 
receive  before  this  — 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  most  Respectfully  Sir 

Your  Excellency's  most  Obed*  and  most  Humble  Servant 

Philip  Mazzei 

"P.  S.  —  Since  written  the  above  I  have  found  that  the  first  &  strong  motion 
towards  sending  us  effectual  assistance,  was  made  by  M""  Adams,  &  put  in  good 
hands,  just  before  he  sailed  for  Boston.  &  that  he  has  been  warmly  seconded  in 

57  There  seems  to  be  no  basis  for  conjecture  as  to  the  identity  of  the  person  in  question. 
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his  absence  by  Marquis  de  la  Fayette.  I  have  no  more  wonder  then  at  any  easy 
success  &  rapid  progress  —  I  feel  a  great  pleasure  in  the  zeal  of  those  2  noble 
patriots,  and  am  satisfied  with  whatever  little  share  I  may  have  had  in  it." 

[Dispatch  No.  19,  3rd  Copy.] 

Sir,  Paris,  June  15'M 780. 

I  send  you  inclosed  the  Leyden  Gazette  of  the  6*^^  instant  because  it  contains 
several  interesting  accounts  relative  to  various  insolent  &  ignominious  actions  of 
the  British  subjects  at  sea,  &  the  disposition  of  the  maritime  powers  to  prevent 
such  an  Evil,  which  they  are  determined  to  do  by  an  effectual  &  lasting  remedy, 
the  whole  world  is  now  Clear  in  that,  &  the  sentiments  contained  in  the  enclosed 
manuscripte  No.  1  may  be  considered  as  the  Emperors,  that  Monarch  has  always 
been  very  anxious  of  promoting  trade  &  navigation  at  triest,  where  there  is  now 
forming  under  his  auspices,  an  East  India  Company,  the  article  of  that  place  in 
the  gazette  after  mentioning  what  relates  to  the  said  company  ends,  as  you  will 
observe,  under  No.  1.  the  reading  of  that  paragraph  will  perhaps  make  you  con- 
ceive, as  it  does  me  a  hope  of  putting  an  end  to  the  piracy  of  the  barbarians,  which 
would  be  a  great  point  gained  for  our  trade,  the  king  of  Naples  goes  on  as  fast  as 
possible  to  form  his  Marine,  &  has  obtained  from  the  Grand  Duke,  the  brave  & 
intelligent  M''  Acton,  who  directs  &  superintends  the  whole,  being  Minister  of  the 
Marine,  &  admiral  at  the  same  time,  with  very  high  appoentiments.  Respecting 
the  liberty  of  the  sea  you  will  please  to  read  likewise  No.  2.  I  send  you  also  the 
french  gazette  of  the  9'"^  in  which  you  will  observe,  after  the  account  of  Guichen's 
Battle  with  Rodney,  the  Spirit,  Decency,  and  nobility  with  which  the  English 
gasconades  are  confuted  &  ridiculed.  I  could  transcribe  many  articles  on  the  same 
subjects  from  other  Gazettes,  but  my  difficulty  in  writing  confines  me  to  a  short 
Extract  No.  3  from  the  Courier  de  L'Europe,  which  is  printed  in  London. 

I  think  it  superfluous  to  trouble  you  with  an  acc'^  of  the  disorders  &  Crimes 
lately  comitted  in  that  wretched  Babilon,  by  fanatics  &  thieves,  as  you  will  have 
it  from  all  quaters,  &  it  would  fill  perhaps  30  pages,  such  people  only  dare  to  show 
their  faces  to  the  Ministry  &  the  venal  parliament,  &  by  the  by  they  attack  them 
in  one  of  the  very  few  points  in  which  they  have  done  right,  can  there  be  anything 
more  dishonorable  for  that  nation,  or  a  Clearer  mark  of  its  being  all  over  with 
them  ? 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  most  respectfully. 

Sir,  Your  Excellency's  most  Obed* 

&  most  Humble  Servant 
His  Excell'^^  Th^  Jefferson  Gov''  of  Virginia  Philip  Mazzei 
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[Dispatch  No.  20,  3rd  Copy.] 

Paris,  Time  22M 780 
Sir, 

Bad  news  have  long  legs.  I  have  just  seen  the  Capitulation  of  Ch^town  in 
the  London  extraordinary  gazette.  I  never  was  so  afflicted  in  Virginia  by  our  bad 
events  as  I  am  now.  I  thought  I  was  singular  in  that,  but  our  good  Americans  here 
tell  me  that  it  is  the  Same  with  them,  we  are  really  dejected,  and  we  would  be 
much  more  so  if  all  Circumstances  did  not  agree  to  make  us  hope  that  we  shall 
soon  be  more  than  indemnified  for  our  loss.  It  is  amazing  the  impression  such 
an  event  makes  in  Europe,  the  greater  the  distance,  the  more  it  will  be  magnified 
in  men's  own  imagination,  besides  the  effect  of  exagerated  accounts,  there  is  here 
a  number  of  valuable  people  so  deeply  attached  to  our  cause,  that  the  loss  of  the 
french  islands  would  not  have  affected  them  so  much,  men  of  liberal  sentiments 
consider  all  other  causes  as  secondary,  and  of  little  moment,  in  comparison  to  the 
establishment  of  a  free  asylum  for  mankind,  want  of  informations  makes  them 
apprehensive  of  consequences  too  bad,  and  very  distant  from  probability,  and  the 
English,  you  may  depend,  will  not  be  idle  in  Spreading  every  where,  as  they  have 
already  begun,  that  it  is  all  over  with  us.  I  should  however  be  much  mistaken 
if  in  less  than  12  months  it  is  not  all  over  with  them,  this  is  the  only  and  Great 
comfort  I  find  to  Compensate  for  the  bitterness  of  the  pill,  with  which  I  shall 
set  out  on  my  journey  to  Italy  the  27''^  instant. 

26  d.°  I  could  not  finish  this  letter  before,  having  been  ever  since  I  wrote  the  above, 
almost  constantly  employed  in  public  and  private  companies  to  ease  the  minds 
of  our  friends  about  the  loss  of  Charlestown.  that  unlucky  event  has  brought  me 
to  the  Certain  knowledge,  that  the  number  of  our  hearty  friends  is  infinite,  and  I 
have  been  exceedingly  affected  by  their  feelings  for  our  just  and  glorious  Cause. 
I  have  been  considered  as  an  Angel  descended  from  heaven  among  them  (to 
make  us[e]  of  their  expressions)  for  having  assured  them  that  such  a  loss  would 
not  materially  affect  our  operations,  and  that  it  is  trifling  in  comparison  to  the 
unshaken  Constancy  of  the  Americans.  I  have  found  M""  Adams  almost  worn 
out  in  the  Same  kind  of  business,  this  will  appear  very  natural  to  you ;  but  you 
will  certainly  be  surprised  to  hear  that  that  Champion  of  firmness  as  you  repre- 
sented him  to  me  in  our  most  Critical  and  most  alarming  times  while  a  powerful 
body  of  Enemies  infested  the  place  of  his  nativity,  should  now  want  some  body  to 
Comfort  him,  when  nobody  can  see  better  than  he  does  the  most  promising  pros- 
pect of  our  affairs,  and  the  unavoidable  approaching  ruin  of  our  Enemy.  Our 
feelings  for  our  friends  &  Country  must  therefore  be  increased  in  proportion 
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to  the  distance.  M""  Dana,^^  his  secretary  of  Embassy,  says  that  if  he  knew  french 
well,  he  would  make  a  point  of  going  to  every  Coffee  house  in  Paris  to  clear  up 
the  point,  and  put  a  stop  to  the  alarm,  as  it  may  be  injurious  to  our  Credit,  while 
it  feeds  the  English  pride  and  vanity  and  may  favour  the  schemes  of  their  Min- 
istry. I  am  determined  to  clear  up  the  matter  in  the  Italian  newspapers,  and  will 
propose  to  M""  Adams  to  write  for  other  countries,  if  he  has  not  done  it  already, 
he  has  lately  received  the  final  resolutions  of  congress,  relative  to  the  new  plan  of 
our  finances,  he  has  been  so  kind  as  to  shew  me  what  he  has  written  to  Justify 
their  measures,  and  having  digested  the  matter  with  him  in  a  long  conversation, 
I  think  myself  now  qualified  to  support  my  arguments,  which  is  a  most  material 
point  for  encouraging  adventurers  to  go  and  trade  with  us  and  for  obtaining  a 
loan  of  money  in  Europe.  I  have  acquainted  him  with  the  nature  of  my  business, 
as  in  letter  13.  I  hinted  that  I  should  probably  do;  and  indeed  after  having  dis- 
covered the  goodness  of  his  heart,  joigned  to  the  extraordinary  abilities  of  the 
mind,  I  would  have  thought  it  prudent  to  Solicit  the  favour  of  his  advice  & 
assistance  exclusive  of  other  reasons,  but  considering  besides  his  established  great 
Character,  as  mentioned  in  Said  letter,  and  the  disappoinment  I  have  met  with 
from  the  Gentleman  to  whom  you  directed  me,  I  should  have  thought  myself 
much  to  blame  had  I  acted  otherwise,  since  I  wrote  said  letter  the  2P*  of  april, 
I  think  I  have  been  about  1 5  times  to  the  Doctor ;  I  never  failed  whenever  I  found 
him  to  enter  on  the  subject  therein  mentioned;  &  all  I  could  get  from  him  is; 
that  he  dont  see  why  the  States  should  individually  want  any  money ;  that  he  dont 
know  that  Congress  will  now  want  any  money  in  Europe,  since  they  have  de- 
termined to  call  in  the  Currency  by  taxation ;  that  he  finds  that  they  intend  to 
raise  in  the  Country  the  money  they  will  want  hereafter,  which  will  be  better 
as  the  interest  will  remain  there ;  and  that  he  dont  think  it  possible  for  us  to  find 
money  at  6  P''  Cent,  when  the  nations  of  Europe  give  much  higher  interest.  I 
begged  leave  to  observe  that  no  European  nation  gives  a  higher  interest,  except 
the  English  which  must  be  considered  in  a  State  of  bankruptcy,  and  to  disagree 
in  all  other  points,  the  reasons  being  too  obvious  to  need  being  mentioned  in  this 
place.  I  turned  myself  to  M*"  Adams,  by  whom  I  have  been  favoured  with  all  the 
informations  I  could  wish,  and  he  has  promised  me  to  write  to  you  on  the  Subject. 
I  shall  set  out  immediately  for  Genoa,  and  f lorence,  and  do  all  my  endeavours  to 
pave  the  way  for  executing  such  orders  as  I  may  hereafter  receive,  as  to  my 
finances  you  have  been  Sufficiently  informed  in  my  preceding  letters,  and  you 

S8  Dana,  Francis,  1743-1811.  A  delegate  to  the  Provincial  Congress  in  September,  1774,  he 
passed  the  year  1775  in  England.  He  was  a  member  of  the  executive  council  from  May,  1776,  to 
1780;  delegate  to  Congress  in  1776-78;  in  1784  member  of  the  Board  of  War.  He  accompanied 
Adams  to  Paris  in  November,  1779,  as  Secretary  of  Legation,  and  from  December  19,  1780,  to 
1783  was  Minister  to  Russia. 
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know  already  without  them,  that  I  spend  the  money  which  I  am  able  to  raise  on 
my  own  Credit.  I  send  you  inclosed  an  account  of  those  of  my  letters  which  I 
know  have  been  dispatched,  and  every  now  and  then  shall  do  the  Same,  if  my 
method  gives  Satisfaction.  I  have  the  honour  to  be  most  respectfully. 

Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  most  Obed* 
&  most  Humble  Servant 

Philip  Mazzei. 

His  Excell.'^y  Th^  Jefferson  Gov""  of  Virginia. 
[Endorsed]  M-"  Madzie  U  2  rec'^  Feb^  81. 

[Dispatch  No.  23,  2nd  Copy.] 

Florence,  January  5'^  1781. 
Sir, 

Being  still  deprived  of  the  honour  of  an  answer  from  You,  I  think  it  a  duty  to 
inform  you  of  it.  You  may  probably  have  sent  me  before  now,  either  new  Com- 
missions &  Instructions,  or  the  duplicates  of  my  first,  &  expect  that  I  have  received 
them.  Untill  I  do,  I  shall  trouble  You  every  now  &  then  to  remind  you,  that  to 
my  great  sorrow  I  am,  &  must  continue  to  be  a  useless  Servant  of  the  State.  I 
shall  be  very  short,  having  nothing  material  to  add  to  the  Contents  of  my  preceding 
22  letters.  Permit  me.  Sir,  to  intreat  you  to  Send  me  a  Sufficient  number  of 
duplicates  of  Your  Commands,  directed  to  IVf  Mark  Lynch  Mech*  in  Nantes, 
M""  John  Adams,  or  M""  favi.  Agent  for  the  Grand  Duke  of  tuscany  in  Paris, 
that  I  may  have  a  better  Chance  of  being  relieved  from  the  present  most  dis- 
agreable  State  of  inactivity  &  uncertainty. 
I  am  most  Respectfully 

Sir, 
Your  Excellency's  most  Humble 
&  most  Obedient  Servant 

Philip  Mazzei 
Th®  Jefiferson,  Esq*"^ 
Gov''  of  Virginia 

P.  S.  I  inclose  the  continuation  of  the  account  sent  the  26*^  June  in  letter  20 ; 
concerning  the  dispach  of  my  letters.  In  the  former  account  it  appears,  that  one 
Copy  of  7  &  8  went  by  the  Lauzun  [Luzerne]  Cap*^  Bell,  —  which  sailed  from 
Lorient,  &  as  the  Luzerne  Cap"  Bell  sailed  likewise  from  thence,  I  apprehend  that 
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it  may  be  the  same  vessel,  &  that  my  corrispondent  may  have  written  at  first 
Lauzun  instead  of  Luzerne  by  mistake.  I  shall  inquire,  &  rectify  the  Error  if  it 
should  be  so.  I  have  had  from  time  to  time  the  following  accounts,  viz.,  that  the 
Betsey  Cap"  Boardman,  the  Committe  Cap"  Brisson,  &  the  Luke  Cap"  Clarke 
were  taken,  &  that  the  Cecile  Cap"  Fridin,  the  Isabella  Cap"  Trippe.  the  Inde- 
pendence Cap"  kirk,  the  Tom  Johnson  Cap"  Martin,  the  Sally  Cap"  Coggshall, 
the  Alliance  fregate,  the  Dove  Cap"  McKerdy,  the  Luzerne  Cap"  Bell,  &  the 
George  Cap"  Montgommery  got  safe  over,  therefore  have  the  Satisfaction  to 
find  that  you  must  have  rec^  all  the  4  copies  of  letters  14  &  1 5  ;  three  of  1,  3,  4,  8, 
9,  10,  11,  12,  &  13  ;  &  no  less  than  two  of  2,  5,  6,  7,  16,  &  17  as  one  of  the  7  went 
by  Marquis  de  La  fayette.  I  must  observe,  however,  that  on  account  of  the  brave 
Jones  having  lost  the  command  of  the  Alliance,  Some  of  the  letters  noted  as  Sent 
p  the  Alliance  may  be  in  the  Ariel ;  which  I  have  not  been  able  to  know,  although 
M''  Adams  promised  me  to  make  some  inquiries  about  it. 

[Dispatch  No.  25,  3rd  Copy.] 

Florence,  8  April  [August*]  1781. 
Sir, 

I  have  at  Last  been  honored  with  your  Excellency's  commands.  The  fol- 
lowing papers  (the  first  I  have  received  from  Virginia,  except  a  short  letter  from 
M^  Bellini  last  year )  came  to  my  hands  yesterday. 

Viz.  e 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Board  of  trade,  dated  Williamsburg,  9'^*''  13,  1779 

Your  private  Letter  dated  Williamsburg,  April  4,  1780 

Three  official  ones,  dated  Richmond,  one  May  12,  &  two  May  31,  1780 

Copy  of  my  Commission,  dated  April  22*^,  1779,  &  certified  by  your  Excellency 

at  Richmond  the  16*^^  of  May,  1780. 
Copy  of  my  instructions  relative  to  it,  dated  and  certified  as  above 
Copy  of  my  commission,  dated  April  24th,  certifyed  as  above. 
Copy  of  my  instructions  of  the  Same  date,  certifyed  as  above,  and  deficient 

of  the  Invoice  therein  mentioned. 
Two  bundles  of  my  private  papers,  as  mentioned  in  the  Said  private  Letter. 

I  have  received  no  instructions  relative  to  the  Business  intended  at  first  to  be 
transacted  by  M"  Smith,  although  the  Letter  of  12  May  Says:  "It  was  found 
most  Expedient  after  your  departure  to  relinquish  the  purpose  of  Sending  M"". 

*  This  third  copy  of  Dispatch  25,  which  was  probably  dispatched  many  weeks  after  the  first 
copy,  was  misdated.  See  his  "Representation." 
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Smith  to  Europe  and  to  put  on  you  the  Execution  of  his  duties  as  you  will  perceive 
by  the  instructions." 

The  above  papers  arrived  in  France  in  July  Last  year.  Such  a  delay  is  realy 
Scandalous,  but  it  don't  Surprize  me.  In  Letter  8,  dated  Paris,  March  4'^^  1780, 
I  mentioned  my  apprehension  on  the  Subject  very  plainly;  I  Extended  my  diffi- 
dence in  Several  of  my  following:  &  in  Letter  24  after  having  desired  that  my 
Letters  might  be  inclosed  always  to  M""  L3Tich  I  concluded,  "I  have  reasons 
to  apprehend  that  they  may  be  mislaid,  or  at  Least  retarded  if  they  are  not  inclosed 
to  him."  I  Shall  take  propose  Steps  to  find  out  where  the  fault  Lyes,  and  will  give 
your  Excellency  a  full  information  of  it. 

I  dont  expect  that  Mess""®  Penet  &  Co.^^  will  pay  the  money  you  order  me  to 
draw  on  them  in  one  of  the  above  mentioned  Letters.  The  Sum  cannot  certainly 
be  adequate  to  my  wants,  especially  as  it  is  now  better  than  a  year  Since  I  ought 
to  have  received  it,  but  it  would  be  infinitely  better  than  nothing. 

You  will  be  Sensible,  Sir,  from  the  contents  of  Letter  22,  that  the  duplicates  of 
my  first  commissions  &  Instructions  must  have  eased  my  mind  in  one  respect; 
but  you  know  likewise  from  Letters  13  &  21  that  nothing  can  be  done  in  regard 
to  the  Loan  without  new  powers  —  which  I  requested  in  the  first  of  the  two, 
dated  Paris  april  2P*  1780,  3  copies  of  which  must  have  arrived  in  the  Alliance, 
the  Dove,  and  the  Luzerne,  only  one  of  the  4  having  been  Lost  in  the  Committe. 

I  have  already  mentioned  that  I  have  received  no  instructions  relative  to  the 
business  intended  at  first  to  be  transacted  by  M""  Smith ;  and  the  Letter  from  the 
Board  of  trade  forbids  me  to  contract  for  goods  on  the  terms  prescribed  in  my 
first  instructions.  Such  as  I  had  been  order'd  to  contract  for,  I  coud  have  Sent 
you,  as  you  will  have  observed  in  Said  letter  22,  dated  florence,  October  20'^ 
1780.  But  now  I  must  remain  quite  inactive  for  want  of  new  orders  on  every 
point,  till  then  I  Shall  continue  to  go  on  endeavouring  to  be  of  Some  use  to  our 
cause,  through  all  those  means  I  can  think  of,  as  far  as  my  poor  Abilities  and 
influence  can  assist  my  Zeal.  In  the  meantime  I  have  the  honour  to  be  most  truely 
and  Respectfully 

Sir 

Your  Excellency's  Host  Humble 

&  Most  Obedient  Servant 

Philip  Mazzei. 

His  Excellency  Th^  Jefferson  Gov''  of  Virginia, 
[Endorsed]  M""  Mazzie  Lr.  Rec'^  Ap'  82 

59  In  a  letter,  dated  Nantes,  November  19,  1780,  Messrs.  Penet,  D'Acosta,  Freres  &  Co.,  informed 
the  Hon.  Board  of  Trade  of  Virginia  as  follows:  . .  ."Their  'Packets  to  Doct:  Franklin'  will  be 
forwarded  to  Mr.  Mazzie,  to  whose  credit  also  they  have  placed  the  sum  of  Seven  thousand  two 
hundred  livres  as  ordered."  —  Calendar  of  Virginia  State  Papers,  Richmond,  Virginia,  1875, 1,  388. 
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[Dispatch  No.  33,  3rd  Copy.] 

Florence,  26  April  1782. 
Sir, 

Knowing  for  certain  that  Your  Excellency  has  been  placed  at  the  head  of 
our  Executive,  I  think  myself  Justifiable  in  directing  as  I  do,  although  I  have  not 
been  officially  informed  of  it ;  which  I  wish  had  been  the  case,  for  Several  reasons 
too  obvious  to  need  mentioning. 

I  Expect  that  my  preceding  official  Letters,  directed  to  Governor  Jefferson, 
which  got  to  Virginia  ever  Since  your  Excellency  is  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  our 
Republick,  must  have  come  to  your  hands,  especially  as  I  have  never  failed  writing 
private  on  the  covers  of  those  I  wrote  to  the  Said  Gentleman  concerning  private 
Business. 

from  my  past  correspondence  it  appears  the  probability  I  have  had,  as  I  have 
Still,  of  Serving  my  Country,  had  I  had  in  time  past,  or  had  I  at  present  proper 
powers  to  act.  It  appears  Likewise  that  I  have  been  neglected  in  every  respect, 
which  I  am  conscious  never  to  have  given  a  Just  cause  for ;  nay  it  is  clear  that 
my  difficulties  and  hardships  have  been  encreased  by  my  delicacy  in  concealing 
the  hard  usage  I  have  met  with.  My  Letter  31,  dated  the  8  of  Last  month  must 
have  put  your  Excellency  in  a  State  of  Judging  toUerably  well  of  my  conduct, 
and  my  Situation,  without  taking  the  trouble  of  perusing  all  the  preceding.  I  have 
great  hopes  that  your  Excellency  will  not  Suffer  me  to  remain  longer  in  a  State 
of  inactivity  &  distress. 

Having  received  Since  I  wrote  to  our  Government  a  Letter  from  our  Col. 
James  Maddison,  I  have  continued  or  rather  begun  again  to  write  to  him  about 
the  views  of  the  European  neutral  powers,  being  a  Subject  most  probably  interest- 
ing for  Congress,  &  of  mere  curiosity  for  our  Executive.  I  Shall  only  Say  upon 
the  whole,  that  I  confirm  myself  every  day  more  &  more  in  the  opinion  mentioned 
in  Letter  30,  which  is  that  they  will  not  go  to  War. 

In  case  it  was  or  Should  be  resolved,  that  I  Should  continue  Some  time  Longer 
in  Europe,  it  would  be  proper  to  Send  me  a  new  Cipher,  as,  by  what  I  hear  from 
Col.  Maddison,  Mr.  Jameson  wrote  him  that  the  old  one  was  lost  in  the  confusion 
during  the  Invasion.  In  Such  a  case  I  wish  it  was  Sent  in  a  Letter  written  merely 
for  that  purpose  containing  nothing  Else,  &  Single.  Should  it  come  over  Safe 
we  Shall  know  then  that  the  Enemy  cannot  have  a  Copy  of  it ;  or  if  it  should  be 
Lost,  a  different  new  one  must  be  Sent  after.  I  wish  the  Alphabet  to  be  double 
as  it  was  in  the  first,  and  that  English,  Latin,  Italian  &  french  words  may  now 
&  then  be  Intermixed  in  the  Same  paragraph  to  render  the  Sense  more  difficult 

[63] 
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to  decipher,  when  a  Letter  containing  Something  in  cipher  happens  to  fall  in  the 
hands  of  the  Enemy. 

I  shall  not  for  the  present  trouble  your  Excellency  any  Longer ;  beg  to  be  Ex- 
cused for  the  Liberty  of  Enclosing  a  Letter  for  your  Brother ;  hope  to  be  Soon 
honoured  with  your  Excellency's  Commands ;  and  mean  while  I  have  the  honour 

to  be  most  Respectfully 

Sir 

Your  Excellency's  most  Humble 

&  most  Obedient  Servant 

Philip  Mazzei. 

His  Excell^  Ben  Harrison  Gov"^  of  Virginia. 
[Endorsed]  M""  Mazzei  Letter  rec^  Sept.  82. 


MAZZEI'S  RELATION  OF  HIS  CAPTIVITY  -^ 

Before  I  left  Williamsburg  to  go  on  board  the  Johnston  Smith  (M''  Penet's 
Brig,  in  Rappahannack)  being  uneasy  about  the  unknown  character  and  principles 
of  the  Cap"  (Andrew  Paton  a  Scotchman)  M""  Penet  gave  me  their  written  agree- 
ment to  see  by  it  if  he  was  at  liberty  to  discharge  him.  M"^  Jameson  perused  it, 
and  said  that  it  was  binding  for  that  voyage,  unless  the  Cap"  had  given  sufficient 
reason  to  be  turned  out.  M''  Penet  then  assured  me  that  the  people  on  board,  except 
the  Cap"  and  one  or  2  more,  were  xA-mericans,  and  that  he  expected  to  have  6 
French  good  sailors  besides.  When  I  got  on  board  I  found  a  poor  French  fellow 
serving  as  a  cook ;  2  Americans  the  mate  and  a  friend  of  his  going  away ;  another 
clever  young  man  from  Boston,  who  gave  them  his  adiew  in  a  melancoly  tone 
(declaring  that  he  was  obliged  to  stay,  as  all  he  had  in  the  world,  l}i  hogshead 
of  tobacco,  was  in  the  Brig.)  and  the  crew  made  up  of  Scotch  Irish  and  English, 
several  of  whom  I  understood  after  we  were  taken  had  deserted  from  our  Service, 
and  the  others  run  away  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Fredericksburg,  being  there 
prisoners  of  war.  During  our  long  delay  in  Rappahannack  and  York-River  the 
Cap"'s  behaviour  to  me  and  family  ^  was  intollerable ;  his  insults  were  constant, 
and  certainly  unprovoked,  as  I  affected  not  to  understand  his  insolence  to  avoid 
coming  to  extremities ;  he  behaved  in  the  like  manner  to  an  old  French  Gentle- 
man; and  treated  as  his  confident  friend  the  son  of  D""  Mortimer  of  Fredericks- 
burg, who  had  his  passage  gratis  as  Doctor.  He  did  all  he  could  to  pick  up  a  quarrel 
with  the  old  Gentleman  and  me.  The  matter  was  that  he  did  not  want  such  wit- 
nesses on  board ;  but  finding  that  we  did  not,  or  would  not  understand  him,  he 
picked  our  pockets  in  several  instances ;  deprived  us  of  making  free  with  our 
own  provisions,  almost  starving  us ;  and  at  last  openly  declared  that  he  wanted 
no  passengers  with  him,  and  that  he  would  never  give  up  his  state-room  for  100 
guineas  to  any  body  &c.  &c,  to  all  which,  whenever  I  could  not  well  avoid  giving 
some  answer,  I  said  that  his  notions  in  general  were  right,  and  appeared  to  con- 

*  Manuscript,  owned  by  The  New  York  Public  Library,  comprising  sixteen  folio  pages,  and 
bearing  several  signatures  of  Philip  Mazzei,  who  transmitted  this  narrative  with  his  letter  No.  9, 
dated  Paris,  March  19,  1780.  The  manuscript  has  passages  in  cipher;  and  these  are  decoded  in 
interlineation.  No  attempt  has  been  made  to  reproduce  the  cipher,  but,  where  it  occurs,  bracketed 
words  in  italics  represent  the  decoding  written  in  interlineation.  No  identification  has  been  made 
of  the  persons  designated  by  the  letters  "e"  and  "u"  within  circles  (reproduced  here  by  the  letters 
enclosed  in  O). 

1  When  Joseph  Martin  (sometimes  written  Martini),  with  whom  Mazzei  lived  in  the  same  house 
in  London,  died  in  1764,  he  requested  Mazzei  to  look  after  his  widow  and  his  young  daughter.  This 
Mazzei  promised  to  do,  later  bringing  her  and  the  daughter  to  America.  At  the  suggestion  of 
Thomas  Adams,  and  under  his  persuasion,  he  married  the  widow,  Maria  Hautefeuille  "Petronille" 
Martin,  shortly  after  their  arrival  in  Virginia.  She  died  at  CoUe,  near  Monticello,  Virginia,  on 
January  10,  1788,  and  was  buried  in  the  Jefferson  graveyard.  Her  daughter.  Maria  Margherita, 
married  Justin  Pierre  Plumard,  Comte  de  Rieux,  in  Paris,  October  14,  1780,  settling  at  Colle 
with  her  husband  in  1783.  Her  death  occurred  on  December  13,  1826,  and  she  was  buried  in  Saint 
John's  Churchyard,  Richmond,  Virginia. 

[  65  ] 
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sider  his  impertinences  provocations  and  insults  as  accademical  dissertations.  Be 
it  permitted  me  freely  to  declare,  that  nothing  but  my  regard  for  the  publick 
service  could  ever  have  persuaded  me  to  endure  such  a  treatment.  The  Gov''  and 
council  depended  on  my  going  in  that  Brig,  and  no  other  opportunity  offered.  I 
signified  my  apprehensions  to  Col.  Maddisson  by  letters,  which  perhaps  he  did  not 
receive  'till  I  was  gone.  From  York  Town  I  wrote  him  twice,  begging  most 
earnestly  that  he  would  go  to  see  me,  as  I  wanted  a  consultation  on  several  expedi- 
ents I  had  imagined  in  case  I  should  be  taken,  which  to  M''  Goosley  and  every 
one  else  there  appeared  to  be  next  to  a  certainty.  I  would  have  gone  to  Williams- 
burg myself,  had  I  not  had  too  much  reason  to  expect,  that  the  Cap"  would  have 
embraced  the  opportunity  of  leaving  me  a  shore.  We  at  last  sailed  from  the  mouth 
of  the  River  the  25**^  of  June  earley  in  the  morning,  with  stinking  water,  without 
mate,  the  Brig  making  20  inches  water  every  12  hours,  and  supposed  by  M"^ 
Goosley  and  others  to  have  3  tiers  of  barnacles  in  the  Bottom,  as  it  was  certain  that 
she  had  not  been  cleaned  within  5  months.  The  Pilot  was  discharged  before  we 
got  to  the  capes ;  he  was  no  more  than  ^  mile  from  us  when  we  saw  2  Privateers 
E.  by  N.,  soon  after  the  Baltimore  fleet  and  the  Tartar  came  out  of  Hampton 
road;^  and  we  joined  them  in  the  afternoon,  after  having  been  saluted  by  a  gun 
charged  with  bullets  (some  of  which  came  very  near  our  heads)  on  account  of  our 
good  Cape's  flag,  in  which  the  union  was  much  more  visible  than  the  straps.  We 
went  S.  E.  with  them  till  dark ;  then  our  Cap"  left  them  directing  his  coarse  E.  by 
.M ;  he  was  upon  deck  all  night ;  and  at  an  hour  by  sun  we  were  taken  by  the  2 
privateers  we  had  seen  the  day  before  in  the  same  direction ;  which  coarse  (the 
D^  afterwards  informed  us)  the  Cap"  had  taken  to  shorten  his  way,  the  Fleet  going 
too  far  southward.  One  of  the  privateers  was  the  Lord  North,  a  sloop  of  14 
guns  belonging  to  Goodrich,''  and  commanded  by  one  McDonald  a  Scotchman ; 
the  other  was  the  Apollo  a  small  schooner  of  10  belonging  to  several,  whose  Cap" 
was  one  Brine  and  the  first  mate  Joseph  Child,  both  Americans,  and  very  good 
natured  obliging  young  lads.   The  second  mate  was  an  Englishman,  who  being 

2  Hampton  Roads,  a  channel  through  which  the  waters  of  the  James,  Nansemond,  and  Elizabeth 
rivers,  of  Virginia,  pass  into  Chesapeake  Bay. 

3  Goodrich,  John,  prominent  planter,  merchant,  and  shipowner,  of  Nansemond  County,  Virginia. 
In  1775,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Revolution  he  sided  with  the  Revolutionary  party  and  enjoyed  their 
confidence,  being  employed  to  import  gunpowder  to  the  value  of  £5000,  and  entrusted  with  that  sum 
in  advance.  He  thereby  incurred  the  displeasure  of  the  Governor,  Lord  Dunmore,  who  caused 
him  to  be  seized  and  confined.  In  January,  1776,  Goodrich  petitioned  the  Virginia  Convention  for 
an  adjustment  of  his  accounts,  and  caused  much  debate  in  that  body.  Subsequently  he  was  won 
over  to  the  loyalist  side  by  Lord  Dunmore.  Goodrich  and  his  five  sons,  in  March,  1776,  had 
abandoned  their  houses  and  plantations  and  were  serving  the  Crown,  under  Lord  Dunmore  who  had 
five  of  their  vessels  in  his  fleet,  with  orders  to  prey  upon  all  shipping  in  Virginia  waters.  John 
Goodrich  and  his  sons,  particularly  Bartlett  and  John,  Jr.,  became  the  most  dreaded  of  Virginia 
privateers.  The  father  and  two  of  the  sons  suffered  imprisonment  and  loss  of  property  at  the 
hands  of  the  Virginia  authorities.  Later  the  father  went  to  England,  where  he  died  in  1785,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-three.  See  also  Virginia  Magazine  of  History  and  Biography,  especially  Vol.  XV, 
p.  160-165. 
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in  the  American  service  had  been  taken  and  carried  to  New- York,  where  he  had 
enlisted  with  them  probably  through  necessity.  He  came  on  board  in  good  time 
to  protect  us  from  our  own  crew,  who  had  furiously  run  down  into  the  cabin  to 
plunder.  He  was  obliged  to  struggle  with  them,  and  to  knock  one  of  them  in  the 
head  with  his  broad  sword.  The  poor  Bostonian  had  just  time  to  bid  us  adiew. 
He  had  been  forced  by  the  Cap"  to  act  as  mate,  notwithstanding  his  repeated 
declarations  of  knowing  nothing  of  the  business,  having  been  at  sea,  only  once  in 
going  from  Boston  to  Virginia.  We  understood  by  the  said  M"^  Child,  who  went 
with  us  in  the  Brig  as  price-Master,  that  Cap"  McDonald  had  been  on  board  the 
schooner  to  fetch  Cap"  Paton,  and  that  they  had  behaved  to  one  another  as  if  they 
had  been  school- fellows.  We  got  to  New- York  the  30*^^  of  June  in  the  night,  and 
earley  in  the  morning  Cap"  McDonald  and  Bartlett  Goodrich  went  with  Cap" 
Paton  and  D""  Mortimer  to  introduce  them  to  S""  George  Collier,'*  by  whom  they 
were  gratiously  received.  The  D""  sailed  in  2  or  3  days  for  Corke  in  the  victuallers 
fleet,  suitable  to  his  expectations.  He  had  said  more  than  once,  that  it  was  very 
convenient  for  him  to  go  to  New- York,  as  his  business  were  in  England  and  Ire- 
land, and  that  he  should  even  have  a  chance  of  getting  a  D'''s  place  in  one  of  the 
wessels.  Paton  was  still  there  under  the  Patronage  of  the  Goodrichs,  when  I  went 
on  Long-Island,  in  expectation,  as  I  understood,  of  commanding  one  of  their  ves- 
sels. After  the  introduction  of  the  cap"  &  D''  to  the  Commodore,  Bartlett  came  to 
visit  my  papers.  Being  gone  about  half  an  hour,  a  Lieut*  of  the  Reasonnable  came, 
and  demanded  with  an  air  of  gravity  in  the  Commodore's  name,  that  I  would  de- 
liver him  my  private  papers.  In  putting  them  before  him  I  said  that  M''  Goodrich 
had  seen  them  all.  He  then  replied  that  I  must  produce  my  private  papers,  and  that 
he  did  not  care  for  those  before  him.  After  many  replies  on  both  sides,  not  under- 
standing one  another,  he  at  last  mentioned  my  private  Instructions  and  Commis- 
sions. They  are,  says  I,  among  those  very  papers  before  you.  He  then  sat  down 
to  examine  them  with  great  attention.  As  he  knew  latin  and  French  very  well,  he 
understood  with  a  little  of  my  help  the  sense  of  my  Italian  papers  also,  which  I 
was  very  glad  of.  He  saw  by  them,  that  I  was  not  destitute  of  powerful  friends ; 
and  I  observed  that  some  accounts  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany's  kindness  to 
me  made  a  strong  impression  on  him.  He  had  already  seen  by  old  English  letters 
and  other  writings,  that  I  had  been  connected  or  intimately  acquainted  with  many 
persons  in  England,  every  one  of  whom  could  get  him  the  command  of  a  man 
of  war  at  a  word.  He  changed  gradually,  and  at  last  in  a  very  genteel  manner 
asked  for  the  papers  in  question.    I  said  that  they  had  been  through  his  hands, 

4  Mazzei  as  a  naval  prisoner  was  brought  before  Sir  George  Collier,  who  being  suspicious  of 
his  mission,  questioned  him  at  length.  Mazzei  insisted  that  he  was  going  to  Tuscany  for  personal 
reasons,  and  that  he  had  been  obliged  to  board  a  ship  for  Nantes,  since  there  were  no  other  sailings 
to  a  port  nearer  to  Leghorn. 
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and  looking  again  among  them  I  shewed  him  M""  Jefferson  and  M""  Page's  Instruc- 
tions and  Commissions  for  books,  vine-cuttings,  Lemon  trees,  a  gardner,  chess 
men,  &c.  &c.  He  observed  to  me  in  a  decent  and  friendly  appearance,  that  the 
Commodore  was  well  acquainted  with  my  errant ;  that  he  had  been  particularly 
informed  relative  to  my  going  to  France  on  business  of  the  greatest  moment  for 
Congress ;  adviced  me  to  own  it,  extolling  to  the  sky  the  Commodore's  kind  dis- 
position and  humanity ;  and  declared  that  the  French  were  at  that  time  begging 
very  hard  for  peace,  and  that  the  rebellion  would  certainly  be  over  in  2  or  3  weeks 
at  furthest.  My  spirits  at  first  were  not  in  their  full  bloom  ;  I  was  recovering  them 
however  by  degrees  when  he  mentioned  going  to  France  and  Congress,  I  rejoined 
at  the  sound  of  those  mistakes,  and  said  in  a  disdainfull  tone,  that  I  was  going  to 
Tuscany,  where  my  domestick  affairs  demanded  my  presence ;  as  it  appeared  by 
Gen'  Riedesel's  ^  testimony  and  other  papers  before  us ;  that  I  never  had  any  busi- 
ness with  or  from  Congress ;  that  he  had  seen  by  some  of  the  papers  that  I  had  left 
enemies  in  Virginia,  who  on  the  great  probability  of  my  being  taken  might  have 
formed  a  scheme  to  hurt  me  abroad,  having  been  disapointed  in  the  country ;  and 
declared  that  if  I  was  detained,  or  any  way  prejudiced,  the  author  should  in  time 
pay  dear  for  it.  He  adviced  me  not  to  go  a  shore  before  I  beared  from  him,  and 
in  about  2  hours  a  midshipman  came  with  a  written  order  from  the  Commodore 
to  the  Price-master  not  to  suffer  M^  Philip  Mazsei  and  family,  naval  prisoners, 
to  go  a  shore.  The  Leiuten*  returned,  appeared  very  officious,  reflected  on  M'" 
Goodrich  assuming  to  visit  papers  &c.,  hinted  at  his  design  of  doing  mischief, 
and  said  that  if  ikf  Bartlett  gave  himself  airs  he  wonld  teach  him  better.  He 
advised  me  to  write  to  the  Commodore,  which  I  did  in  a  few  lines  of  which  I 
could  take  no  copy,  as  he  was  present,  in  a  hurry,  and  had  offered  to  carry  and 
deliverer  the  letter  himself.  The  purport  of  it  was  a  description  of  my  uncon- 
f ortable  situation  with  a  family  in  that  hole,  especially  as  the  heat  was  very  intense, 
and  a  desire  of  being  suffered  to  go  a  shore  on  parole,  and  sent  to  England  as  soon 
as  possible,  under  a  guard  if  it  was  thought  proper.  The  next  day  he  came  again, 
said  that  the  Commodore  was  just  going  to  write  me  an  answer  when  business 
of  the  greatest  importance  interrupted  him,  and  advised  me  to  write  a  Letter  to 
Lord  Cathcart^  offering  to  give  it  him  himself,  unless  he  was  gone  to  Camp,  in 

5  Riedesel,  General,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  German  troops  in  General  Burgoyne's  army. 
General  Riedesel,  his  wife,  and  two  daughters,  lived  with  the  Mazzeis  at  Colle  for  a  brief  period. 
See  Madame  de  Riedesel:  Letters  and  Memoirs,  New  York:  G.  and  C.  Carvill,  1827,  323  p. 

6  Cathcart,  William  Schaw,  Lord,  First  Earl,  1755-1843.  English  soldier  a:id  diplomat,  was 
born  at  Petersham,  September  17,  1755,  and  died  at  his  estate  near  Glasgow,  June  16,  1843.  Suc- 
ceeding to  the  barony  in  1776,  he  joined  the  army,  and  served  in  America,  where  he  commanded 
an  irregular  corps,  the  "British  Legion,"  and  was  quartermaster-general  to  the  forces.  Promoted 
to  the  rank  of  general  in  1812,  he  served  in  Russia,  as  ambassador  and  military  commissioner, 
with  the  headquarters  of  the  allies,  throughout  the  war  of  Liberation  (1812-1814),  and  for  his 
services  was  raised  to  an  earldom,  in  1814. 
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which  case  he  would  send  it.  I  wrote  very  near  the  same  I  had  written  to  the 
Commodore,  adding  that  I  took  the  liberty  to  trouble  him,  because  I  knew  not 
another  person  in  that  country.  After  7  days  were  past  without  receiving  any 
answer,  or  seen  any  more  the  Lieuten^  I  wrote  a  letter  as  follows,  in  consequence 
of  which  the  next  day  I  had  my  parole  "Sir,  The  respect  due  to  your  Station, 
and  my  honour  (laying  under  a  suspicion)  have  confined  me  to  this  vessel,  where 
I  understood  it  was  your  desire  I  should  stay,  although  no  order  has  been  de- 
livered to  me  to  that  purpose.  But  now  the  wessel  is  a  going  to  be  unloaded  and 
sold.  I  did  not  think  proper  to  trouble  you  again,  Sir,  in  respect  to  my  disagreable 
situation  with  a  family  in  this  place.  Necessity  now  compell  me.  I  must  go  from 
hence,  and  do  not  think  proper  to  move  a  step  without  your  order.  My  great 
desire  is  to  be  sent,  or  to  have  a  passport  to  go  to  Great  Britain  as  soon  as  possible, 
my  family  affairs  in  Tuscany  demanding  my  presence  on  account  of  the  death  of 
my  eldest  brother,  which  is  well  known  to  my  Sovereign,  to  whom  in  consequence 
of  my  absence  I  sent  a  memorial  on  the  subject,  the  copy  of  which  I  have  with 
me.  But  my  wishes  cannot  be  fully  accomplished  without  the  honour  of  being 
first  beared  by  you.  Sir,  or  some  person  appointed  by  you,  as  I  have  some  reason 
to  believe,  that  some  private  individuals  have  made  themselves  more  busy  about 
me,  than  is  allowed  by  people  in  authority.  I  am  even  deprived  of  a  person  to  go 
on  an  errand ;  and  my  servant  being  an  ignorant  Italian  who  knows  not  a  word 
of  English,  my  wife,  although  unwell,  is  obliged  to  go  with  this.  In  expectation 
of  your  commands  I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  profound  respect.  Sir,  your  most 
humble  and  most  ob.  serv.  Firmed  Philip  Mazzei  New  York, 
on  board  the  Brig  Johnston  Smith,  Wednesday,  July  7"^  at  10  o'clock  of  the 
morning.  Sir  George  Collier,  Commander  in  chief  of  his  Majesty's  Ships  and 
Vessels  in  North  America,  or  in  his  absence  the  next  in  Command."  I  under- 
stood afterwards  that  Sir  George  was  at  that  time,  and  had  been  for  several  days, 
on  his  glorious  expedition  to  Connecticut  'j^  that  the  next  in  command  was  a  man 
of  a  quite  a  different  stamp ;  and  found,  that  I  was  not  a  stranger  to  the  Com- 
missary of  Naval  prisoners.  While  I  was  confined  in  the  Brig,  old  Goodrich  and 
Bartlett  came  on  board  several  times;  about  7^  of  the  vessel  and  contents  were 
now  their  property;  they  came  there  as  masters,  and  sometimes  favoured  me 

7  Collier  co-operated  with  Clinton  in  expeditions  up  the  North  River  and  along  the  coast  of 
Connecticut,  and  burnt  a  great  number  of  boats  and  small  vessels  which  the  rebels  had  used  to  make 
frequent  depredations  in  Long  Island  on  the  King's  faithful  subjects.  Early  in  July,  1779,  he 
received  news  that  a  settlement  lately  established  in  Penobscot  Bay  was  being  attacked  both  by 
sea  and  by  land.  He  immediately  proceeded  there,  with  a  force  of  four  frigates  and  the  Raissonable 
of  sixty-four  guns,  but  being  obliged  to  anchor  for  the  night  at  the  mouth  of  the  bay,  the  enemy 
took  advantage  of  the  delay  to  reembark  their  troops  and  the  greater  part  of  their  stores.  The 
next  day,  as  the  English  squadron  advanced,  they  fled  up  the  river,  and,  being  closely  pursued,  set 
fire  to  their  ships  and  took  to  the  woods.  Four  armed  vessels  fell  into  Collier's  hands,  but  the  rest, 
with  all  their  stores,  were  completely  destroyed. 
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with  their  not  requested  advice,  which  I  thanked  them  for,  and  never  followed. 
Had  I  not  had  sufficient  reasons  to  know  them,  I  had  been  warned  from  the 
beginning,  that  I  could  not  be  too  much  on  my  guard  with  them,  Cap"  McDonald, 
and  Cap"  Paton.  [Passage  in  cipher]  Joseph  Child  informed  me  of  their  schemes. 
The  two  Cap^  came  on  board  very  often.  One  day  Paton  behaved  as  if  he  had 
been  still  the  Commander  of  the  vessel,  and  made  several  close  inquiries,  particu- 
larly after  the  young  Bostonian,  whose  name,  I  think,  was  Stephens.  The  Price- 
master  far  from  giving  him  satisfaction,  used  him  as  a  pick-pocket,  and  told  him 
that  he  ought  to  be  in  the  Prison-ship ;  to  which  Paton  gave  no  reply,  and  went 
of.  His  conduct  had  shocked  even  many  of  those,  who  got  profit  by  it.  It  had 
been  found  that  there  was  on  board  no  more  than  1 6  or  18  days  provisions  for  the 
crew  when  we  were  taken.  [Passage  in  cipher]  Child  told  me  that  Captain  Brine 
had  put  the  young  Bostonian  on  the  Jersey  shore,  and  that  Paton  and  the  other 
rascals  must  have  some  suspicion,  and  wanted  [Passage  in  cipher]  to  put  Captain 
Brine  in  trouble.  In  the  last  2  days  of  my  confinement  I  never  saw  an  officer  and 
a  soldier  who  had  been  my  guard ;  Cap"  M'^Donald  asked  the  Price-master  why 
I  did  not  go  a  shore ;  Cap"  Paton  after  reflecting  on  the  unconfortable  situation 
in  that  hole,  said  that  he  had  beared  that  I  could  go  a  shore  whenever  I  pleased ; 
old  Goodrich  asked  me  from  the  warf  if  I  stood  there  out  of  choice  &c.  &c.  .  . 
Bartlett  likewise  from  the  warf  told  me,  that  he  could  see  no  reason  for  my 
staying  there,  that  I  had  no  guard,  that  the  Commodore  being  out  of  town  my 
affair  must  have  been  neglected,  and  that  it  was  not  certainly  intended  I  should 
be  confined.  I  am  determined,  says  I,  not  to  go  from  hence  without  a  written 
permission  from  those  in  power.  But  this  vessel,  says  he,  will  be  sold  to  morrow. 
So  I  understood,  says  I,  and  I  have  in  consequence  written  a  letter,  which  I  shall 
presently  send.  A  letter  ?  says  he ;  it  must  be  a  memorial ;  I  will  soon  be  back,  and 
will  shew  you  in  what  manner  it  must  be  done.  I  thanked  him,  and  said  that  I 
would  send  the  letter.  Soon  after  the  old  man  returned,  and  offered  to  send  my 
letter  by  one  of  his  captains,  who  would  presently  be  at  his  vessel  just  by  me,  as 
I  had  nobody  that  I  could  send.  I  thanked  him,  and  as  soon  as  he  was  gone  my 
wife  went  with  it,  and  the  Price-Master  with  her.  Such  a  maneuvre  could  not  in 
my  opinion  have  deceived  any  body.  I  had  been  2  or  3  days  out  of  confinement 
when  the  Commodore  returned,  and  expressed  a  great  surprise  and  anger  at 
finding  me  a  shore.  I  was  ordered  on  board  the  Reasonable  to  him,  where  I  was 
so  lucky  as  not  to  be  asked  one  single  question.  All  consisted  in  charges  and 
threatenings.  He  well  knew,  he  said,  that  I  had  been  one  of  the  first  and  most 
zelous  promoters  of  the  rebellion;  that  I  had  taken  great  pains  to  deceive  the 
people;  that  I  had  written  new  systems  of  Laws  for  them ;  that  I  was  a  going  to 
France  for  Congress  (which  however  England  had  no  reason  to  care  for,  as  the 
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French  were  now  begging  very  hard  for  peace,  their  Marine  being  totally  ruined, 
and  the  rebellion  could  not  last  more  than  2  or  3  weeks)  ;  but  notwithstanding  he 
thought  of  sending  me  to  the  prison  ship.  He  even  mentioned  like  an  old  woman, 
both  in  his  style  and  gestures,  that  I  had  taken  the  advantage  of  his  absence  to 
obtain  my  parole.  He  said  many  other  things,  all  in  a  string,  and  convinced  me 
that  he  had  been  pretty  well  informed  of  several  of  my  actions,  which  I  thought 
not  to  be  my  business  to  take  notice  of  in  my  answer.  I  had  a  field  large  enough  to 
confute  what  had  been  wrongly  represented,  or  badly  understood,  or  partly  for- 
gotten, or  charitably  supposed,  as  for  example  that  zuhen  it  had  been  my  turn 
I  had  not  been  very  tender  to  the  Loyal  subjects  of  his  Majesty,  the  best  of  Kings. 
But  before  I  proceed,  I  must  acquaint  you,  that  I  had  been  already  informed  very 

fully  of  Sir  George's  character.  He  was  considered  by  his  ozmi as  a  stingy 

hard  and  spiteful  old  woman.  I  was  told  by  some  of  them,  that  whenever  he  could 
get  any  verbal  or  written  information  he  kept  it  to  himself  as  much  as  he  could, 
because  he  wanted  to  appear  to  the  king  and  ministry  superiour  to  all  others  in 
zeal  for  their  service ;  that  his  little  genious  prompted  him  to  magnify  every  trifle ; 
and  that  he  would  certainly  not  fail  to  write  half  a  volume  about  my  affair.  <a> 
and  <o>  had  related  to  me  several  anecdotes,  which  proved  him  to  be  very  greedy 
of  money,  mean,  inhuman,  and  coward.  They  had  informed  me  that  the  Good- 
richs  were  under  his  protection ;  that  he  used  to  visit  them ;  that  he  granted  them 
partial  advantages,  for  which  they  took  care  to  keep  his  wheels  well  greased ;  and 
that  they  were  generally  despised  by  all  other  people  of  any  note,  British  and 
Americans.  He  had  a  letter  from  Virginia  informing  that  I  was  a  going  to 
Europe  on  matters  of  the  utmost  importance  &c.,  but  how  Congress  came  into  his 
head  I  don't  know.  He  had  likewise  5  of  M""  Jefferson's  proposals  to  the  Assembly 
relative  to  criminal  laws,  liberty  of  religion  &c.,  which  T  had  not  thrown  over- 
board, as  I  had  a  great  desire  to  keep  them,  and  did  not  think  that  they  could  be 
of  prejudice  to  me,  as  they  were  not  in  fact,  'though  the  Commodore  kept  them. 
I  have  omitted  to  mention  that  while  I  was  in  confinement  Bartlet  had  endeavoured 
to  persuade  me  to  own  those  writings  as  my  own  productions.  Another  very  poor 
artifice  indead  !  He  used  in  the  beginning  to  introduce  many  persons  in  the  cabin, 
who  looked  as  if  they  had  come  to  see  the  Animal  incognito.  A  little  after  the  last 
parcel  of  them  were  gone,  he  came  to  tell  me  their  names  and  rank ;  said  that  he 
had  brought  into  the  cabin  only  persons,  who  could  be  of  service  to  me  ;  that  he  had 
told  them  I  was  a  man  of  great  abilities ;  and  that  many  of  my  thoughts  on  gouv- 
ernment  had  been  much  approved.  Which  thoughts?  says  I.  Really  I  did  not 
understand  him,  &  was  afraid  that  some  of  my  writings  might  have  been  sent 
there  from  Virginia.    I  must  own,  that  reflecting  on  what  I  had  written  of  the 
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english  constitution,  George,  his  ministers,^  &c.  I  was  a  little  disconcerted,  and 
beared  with  pleasure  that  he  meant  the  papers  already  mentioned.  I  wonder, 
said  I,  at  what  you  say,  as  I  have  already  told  you  that  they  are  M""  Jefferson's,  and 
that  a  proof  of  their  not  being  my  productions  exists  in  those  very  papers,  having 
written  some  observations  where  I  differ  in  opinion  from  the  Author.  I  took 
them  to  be  yours,  said  he  with  a  wonderful  impudence ;  and  it  is  proper  to  leave  the 
Gentlemen  in  that  belief,  because  it  gives  you  consequence,  and  may  do  you  good. 
I  beg  to  be  excused,  says  I,  but  I  must  disclaim  them ;  I  never  dressed  with  the 
feathers  of  a  peacock,  and  will  not  do  it.  We  parted  thus,  and  after  I  left  the  brig 
nor  he,  or  any  else  of  his  family,  ever  disturbed  me  with  their  insolent  advices, 
or  conversation  of  any  sort,  from  what  I  have  related  and  other  circumstances 
I  concluded  that  if  there  was  any  chance  of  recovering  my  liberty,  it  could  only  be 
in  shewing  sprit  and  resolution  by  demanding  it  as  a  matter  of  right.  Therefore  in 
my  answer  to  the  Commodore  I  said,  that  near  the  end  of  7?>  I  had  gone  from 
Toscany  to  Virginia  with  the  approbation  of  my  Sovereign,  who  had  continued 
his  protection  to  me,  as  his  Lieut,  had  seen  by  several  of  my  papers;  that  while 
I  was  in  Virginia  I  had  obeyed  the  reigning  laws  there  as  I  had  done  in  all  other 
Countries;  that  I  was  now  in  my  return  to  Toscany  where  my  family  affairs 
demanded  my  immediate  presence ;  that  it  was  a  down  right  falsity  that  I  had 
now,  or  ever  had  before  any  commissions  from  Congress ;  that  even  my  going  to 
France  could  be  called  a  falsity  in  the  sense  it  was  meant,  as  in  fact  I  was  a  going 
through  France  to  my  native  country ;  that  I  was  not  answerable  for  what  one 
individual  or  100  individuals  could  write  or  say;  that  every  body  had  enemies, 
and  villains  abounded  everywhere ;  that  a  person  who  was  brought  to  New  York 
with  me  in  the  same  brig,  had  already  Sailed  for  Europe ;  that  I  was  detained,  to 
the  great  prejudice  to  my  affairs  in  Toscany,  with  a  family  in  a  place  where  2 
Guineas  a  day  could  barely  keep  a  gentleman  from  starving,  and  was  in  hope 
that  my  Sovereign  would  find  a  method  to  have  me  indemnified ;  that  I  could  easely 
convince  his  Royal  Highness  that  the  People  in  power  in  New-York  must  have 
seen  that  I  was  really  going  to  Toscany,  and  that  I  had  sailed  for  France  through 
necessity,  by  all  my  papers  and  Gen^  Riedesel's  testimony,  who  after  mentioning 
the  treatment  he  and  his  family  had  met  with  in  my  house,  declares  that  I  had 
asked  leave  of  the  Governor  of  V^irginia  to  go  to  New- York  in  my  way  to  Europe, 
and  had  been  refused ;  that  a  certificate  from  a  German  General  expressed  as  that 
was,  would  make  some  impression  in  Florence  and  Vienna,  'though  it  might  be 
totally  disregarded  elsewhere ;  and  in  regard  to  the  threatening  of  sending  me  to 
the  prison  ship,  I  said  that  I  was  not  to  be  scared :  but  if  it  was  now  the  reigning 

8  Mazzei  wrote  under  the  name  of  "Furioso"  in  John  Pinknej-'s  Virginia  Gazette,  1774-1775. 
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policy  to  treat  in  that  manner  gentlemen,  and  such  as  they  considered  as  state- 
prisoners,  I  must  beg  leave  to  inform  him  that  M''  Bettoia  from  Leghorn,  who 
had  sailed  in  the  Corke-fleet,  had  been  directed  to  go  to  the  Grand-Duke  and 
acquaint  him  with  my  situation,  on  which  I  had  my  doubts  from  the  moment  I 
saw  certain  people,  the  very  scum  of  the  earth,  assuming  to  act  as  if  they  had  been 
in  authority,  and  taking  liberties,  for  which  they  ought  to  be  severly  punished. 
Here  in  a  few  words,  pronounced  with  disdain,  the  sense  of  which  cannot  be 
understood  unless  they  were  accompanyed  with  the  same  contemptuous  gestures, 
I  reflected  on  the  traps  laid  for  me  by  the  Goodrichs,  and  on  their  loyalism  derived 
from  the  powder  affair.  And  as  I  had  already  been  informed,  that  about  1 1  out 
of  12  of  our  poor  American  and  French  prisonners  in  the  prison-ships  died  the  S*'' 
day  of  a  delirious  fever,  which  got  upon  them  the  Z'^,  I  said  that  if  I  had  been  sent 
there  my  misery  would  be  over  in  five  days  to  the  very  poor  satisfaction  of  Eng- 
land, but  that  my  wife's  tears  at  the  feet  of  my  good-hearted  Sovereign  could 
produce  an  effect  still  less  satisfactory;  that  if  the  Grand  Duke's  Dominions  were 
small,  his  Zeal  for  the  protection  of  his  subjects  was  great,  and  his  relations  power- 
ful, by  whom  the  world  knew  that  he  was  highly  esteemed  and  admired  and  most 
dearly  beloved.  My  courage  in  speaking  was  partly  owing  to  the  contemptible 
opinion  I  had  conceived  of  that  fellow,  which  was  still  encreased  by  what  he 
answered.  He  said  in  walking  without  looking  me  in  the  face,  that  since  I  had  had 
my  parole  he  would  not  object  to  it;  but  I  must  take  care  not  to  meddle  with 
politicks,  and  pretend  to  debauch  his  Majesty's  loyal  subjects,  as  I  should  be 
watched  so  close,  that  my  actions  must  be  known.  From  such  a  caution  one  would 
be  apt  to  conjecture,  that  S""  George  must  have  been  my  friend.  I  thought  that 
either  he  must  have  been  put  out  by  my  unexpected  resolution,  or  his  ignorance  and 
silliness  exceed  the  rest  of  his  attributes.  I  told  him  that  my  affairs  were  in  Tos- 
cany,  not  in  New-York;  and  that  I  could  now  have  some  in  London  as  I  had 
several  sums  of  money  due  to  me  there;  that  I  wished  to  be  sent  to  England  by 
the  first  opportunity ;  and  hinted  that  I  had  so  many  friends  there  as  to  be  perhaps 
able  to  obtain  justice  without  troubling  my  Sovereign  for  it.  He  answered,  that 
if  there  was  a  man  of  war  a  going  he  should  have  no  objection ;  and  so  ended  our 
dialogue.  Two  or  3  days  after  <u>  came  to  my  lodgings  to  inform  me,  that  S'' 
George  had  had  a  long  consultation  about  me  with  Gen^  Pattison  ^  Commandant 
of  New-York;  that  the  Commissary  of  naval  prisoners  had  received  orders  to 
give  me  up  to  M''  Lorin,^°  an  American  tory,  Commisary  of  land-prisoners ;  and 

9  Pattison,  General  James,  1724-1805,  a  British  officer  who  was  appointed  adjutant-general  in 
America  Jul}'  11,  1776;  and  sent  home  with  dispatches  after  the  battle  of  Monmouth.  He  accom- 
panied the  expedition  against  Charleston  in  1780,  and  was  commander  at  New  York  after  the 
capture  of  that  city. 

10  Loring,  Joshua. 
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that  I  was  agoing  to  be  sent  on  Long  Island.  He  made  me  sensible,  that  it  would 
have  been  worse  for  me,  especially  on  account  of  Lorin's  character,  and  disposition 
towards  us ;  and  that  by  giving  security  I  might  possibly  avoid  it,  as  the  Com- 
modore was  gone  again  on  some  secret  expedition.  He  advised  me  not  [to]  go 
myself  to  the  Commandant,  but  to  write  a  few  lines  by  my  wife,  desiring  to  be 
sent  to  England  by  the  first  opportunity,  and  not  to  be  put  to  the  inconveniency 
of  moving  from  New- York  with  a  family  for  a  few  days.  I  wrote  as  follows  : 

"Philip  Mazzei  presents  his  respects  to  his  excellency  G'  Pattison,  and  takes 
the  liberty  to  represent  to  him  that  he  don't  wish  to  stay  one  moment  in  this  City, 
and  that  his  great  desire  is  to  go,  or  be  sent,  to  England  as  soon  as  possible ;  but 
as  the  being  removed  now,  unless  it  was  on  board  a  Vessel  to  go  to  Great  Britain, 
would  be  very  prejudicial  to  him  in  his  circumstances,  especially  having  his  family 
with  him,  to  hope  to  be  permitted  to  remain  where  he  now  is  untill  an  opportunity 
offers  to  go  to  Great  Britain. 

New  York  Thursday  July  IS^i^  1779." 

The  good  old  man  told  her  in  broken  Italian,  that  nothing  could  be  done  for 
me,  that  I  was  no  buono  per  Inghilterra;  hella  Signora,  says  he,  vostro  marito 
congresso ;  vostro  marito  venuto  in  America  peo  Congresso.  then  the  long  con- 
sultation between  him  and  the  Commodore  had,  luckey  for  me,  brought  about  that 
blunder.  I  had  just  instructed  my  wife  to  mention  the  persecution  of  the  Good- 
richs,  and  to  call  on  M*"  Burton's  testimony,  the  Commissary  of  naval-prisoners, 
for  my  character.  First  of  all  he  laughed  at  the  supposition  that  I  had  gone  to 
America  for  Congress.  He  said  that  in  the  year  72  having  resolved  to  emigrate 
to  Amarica  himself,  and  hearing  that  I  had  determined  to  do  the  same,  he  want  to 
meat  me  at  a  dinner  of  american  Gentlemen  at  the  crown  and  ancher's  tavern  in 
the  Strand,  with  the  view  of  conversing  with  me  on  the  subject  of  our  intended 
emigration,  and  that  his  desire  proceeded  from  the  opinion,  which  some  of  his 
respectable  friends  (whom  he  then  mentioned)  entertained  of  me,  as  he  did  not 
Know  me  personally  before  that  time ;  and  concluded  by  expressing  with  Warmth, 
that  my  wiews  would  have  been  very  beneficial  to  Great  Britian  as  well  as  the 
Colonies,  if  things  had  continued  as  they  were.  Our  M''  T^  Adams  was  of  the 
party ;  and  it  was  he,  I  think,  who  introduced  M''  Burton  to  me.  I  remember  his 
joy  at  that  Gentleman's  hearty  concurrence  in  opinion  with  me  in  all  my  observa- 
tions on  rotten  old  England  and  young  America.  The  difficulty  now  was  to  find 
security ;  which  would  be  accepted,  provided  it  was  good,  and  soon  produced.  A 
merchant  brother  to  Cap'^  young-husband,  whose  acquaintance  I  had  made  by 
chance,  Could  not  be  prevailed  upon,  through  <u>  was  so  kind  as  to  go  with  me  & 
to  endeavour  to  persuade  him  to  it.   I  had  likewise  become  acquainted  with  one 
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Cap"  Campbell  of  the  Jersey  volunteer,  a  Scotch-born,  who  earley  in  the  war  had 
left  his  own  estate,  father,  mother,  and  brothers  in  North-Carolina.  He  had 
lately  married  a  f  rench  widow,  a  woman  of  Sense,  very  well  educated,  with  2  girls 
by  the  first  husband,  brought  up  like  the  mother.  He  had  a  tenderness  for  the 
girls,  love  and  esteem  for  his  wife,  though  12  years  older  than  him,  and  diamet- 
rically opposite  in  political  principles.  He  had  an  affection  for  me  and  my  family, 
and  was  agoing  to  offer  himself  as  my  security  when  some  officers,  informed  of 
my  merits  by  the  Scotch-merchants  from  Norfolck,  assured  him  that  I  should  be 
reduced  to  atoms  in  a  few  days  to  the  great  prejudice  of  whoever  befriended  me. 

1  was  informed  afterwards  by  <a>  <o>  [<a>  Young  husband  <o>  Campbell]  and 
[Passage  in  cipher]  [Giuseppe  Bambino]  that  the  Norfolk-Caledonians  and 
Goodrichs,  notwithstanding  the  envy  and  jealousy  subsisting  between  them,  al- 
ways joined  in  villanies.  I  was  obliged,  on  account  of  those  rascals,  to  continue 
in  a  very  uncomfortable  lodging  for  several  days  after  I  had  hired  a  good  one, 
they  having  scared  the  mistress  of  it,  who  being  in  tears  when  I  lost  her  to  go 
on  Long-Island,  declared  that  she  had  been  threatened  with  destruction  if  she 
had  taken  such  a  man  into  her  house ;  and  that  she  could  never  had  courage  to 
do  it,  if  Cap"  Campbell  had  not  been  her  security  for  the  consequences.  I  was 
preparing  for  Long-Island  when  I  recollected,  that  one  M''  Willet,  a  great  friend 
of  mine  in  London,  had  4  Brothers  in  law  in  and  about  New- York,  to  whom  he 
had  given  me  letters  in  the  year  72  in  case  I  should  trawel  there  from  Virginia. 
But  the  letters  were  in  Albemarle,  &  I  did  not  remember  the  name  of  any  one  of 
them.  I  Knew  likewise  that  all  the  whigs  of  any  note  had  left  the  Place,  and 
remembered  that  M*"  Willet,  who  is  a  New-York  born,  filled  his  heart  with  joy 
at  the  prudence  and  courage  of  his  countrimen  for  having  juridically  transported 
to  Old  England  a  convict,  who  had  been  dropped  among  them.  However  I  found 
them  out  by  enquiring  after  M""  Willet's  brothers  in  law,  and  it  happened  very  well 
for  me  that  they  were  so  far  in  the  English  interest  as  to  possess  a  great  influence 
there.  One  of  them,  M""  Billop,^^  was  then  prisonner  in  Jersey  for  the  2^  time, 
having  been  twice  surprised  by  our  People,  and  carried  away  from  his  great  estate 
on  vStaten-Island,  where  he  fortifies  himself,  and  insists  to  live  against  the  advice 
of  all  his  friends.  Another,  M"^  Alexander,^^  was  in  England.   I  found  the  other 

2  just  together,  one  of  whom  was  Cap"  Miller,  who  surprised  with  joy  at  hearing 
my  name,  said  that  the  character  I  had  left  behind  me  in  London  entitled  me  to 
any  thing;  and  embraced  with  great  pleasure  the  opportunity  of  serving  me.   He 

11  Billopp,  Christopher,  of  Staten  Island,  New  York.  He  commanded  a  corps  of  Loyalists,  raised 
in  the  vicinity  of  New  York  City,  and  was  actively  employed  in  military  duty.  He  was  taken 
prisoner  by  the  Whigs,  and  confined  in  the  jail  at  Burlington,  New  Jersey.  He  died  at  St.  John  in 
1827  at  the  age  of  90. 

12  Alexander,  William,  a  Scotch  friend  of  Franklin,  and  a  connection  of  Lord  Stirling. 
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went  about  it  immediately,  and  my  business  was  done  at  a  word.  Luckly  for  me 
he  had  been  in  London  2  years  before,  &  almost  constantly  among  my  friends. 
It  was  reported  that  T  had  been  hanged  in  America,  &  he  assured  me  that  it  was 
generally  believed.  This  probably  engaged  my  friends  &  acquaintances  to  speak 
often  of  me,  &  when  pity  &  compassion  take  the  lead,  you  Know  that  the  faults 
of  a  men  are  forgotten,  &  his  good  qualities  magnified.  Certain  it  is  that  by 
repeating  their  expressions  he  was  of  great  service  to  me.  I  had  heard  the  same 
report  from  M*"  Bettoia,  &  that  it  had  gone  to  Tuscany  from  London  so  well 
authenticated,  that  all  my  friends  were  distracted  about  it,  and  especially  of  late, 
as  they  had  not  beared  from  me  for  so  long  time.  My  case  then  begun  not  to  look 
so  desperate,  but  it  was  not  Known  who  had  the  right  of  giving  me  a  pass  to  go  to 
Europe.  It  was  the  opinion  of  <u>  that  I  had  confounded  S""  George,  &  that  they 
did  not  Know  what  to  do  with  me.  I  was  continually  complaining  of  being  de- 
tained to  the  great  prejudice  of  my  affairs  in  Tuscany,  &  that  I  could  not  bear 
my  expences  much  longer.  Cap"  Miller  oneday  meant  to  comfort  me  by  saying 
that  we  would  soon  Know  it,  and  every  thing  would  be  right  before  there  could 
be  a  passage  to  Europe,  as  the  Commodore  was  expected  every  moment.  I  had  a 
great  deal  to  do  to  conceal  from  him  the  uneasiness  I  received  from  that  piece  of 
intelligence.  Just  the  night  before  <a>  had  given  me  notice  of  a  great  plot,  which 
had  frightened  him  to  such  a  degree,  that  he  begged  I  would  not  go  near  him  as 
his  own  principles  were  suspected,  &  the  power  of  the  Laws  was  very  lame  in  a 
military  Government.  They  had  collected  Several  anecdotes,  the  veracy  of  which 
I  could  not  deny,  &  among  others  the  very  expressions  I  had  made  use  of  in 
Williamsburg  in  Speaking  of  the  Enemy  during  the  invasion.  He  said  that  there 
was  in  Town  a  Cap",  who  had  filled  the  ears  of  every  body  with  the  recital  of  his 
sufferings  in  Virginia,  ready  to  swear  that  it  was  me,  who  had  ordered  him  in 
irons.  A  man,  who  is  afraid  for  himself,  is  to  be  afraid  of  in  like  circumstances. 
I  had  besides  formed  my  plan,  from  which  I  never  deviated.  If  an  Angel  had 
come,  I  would  not  have  trusted  him  so  far  as  to  afford  him  any  reason  even  to 
conjecture  my  Sentiments.  I  endeavoured  to  make  all  believe,  that  my  great  & 
constant  uneasiness  proceeded  merely  from  my  ruinous  expence  in  New-york,  & 
the  prejudice  which  my  affairs  in  Tuscany  must  suffer  on  account  of  my  absence. 
I  constantly  declared  to  people  in  office  as  well  as  private  individuals  that  I  cared 
nothing,  &  would  hear  nothing  about  politicks;  that  both  prudence  &  honour 
required  it,  as  the  most  moderate  expression  on  that  Subject  from  me  could  some- 
times give  offense,  &  at  other  times  be  considered  as  a  flattery  to  ingrationate 
myself.  Therefore  the  purport  of  my  answer  to  <a>  was,  that  I  laughed  at  chat- 
terings ;  but  if  any  rascal  should  dare  to  go  so  far  as  to  take  a  false  oath  with  an 
intent  to  hurt  me,  by  G.  ...  he  should  repent ;  &  to  convince  him  that  it  could 
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not  be  true.  I  assured  him  that  I  had  exercised  no  publick  office  in  Virginia  except 
that  of  a  Vestryman.  I  understood  by  <o>,  that  the  Cap",  or  pretended  Cap",  who 
was  ready  to  swear,  was  done  Dodd,  a  very  thick  lusty  man,  with  the  face  remark- 
ably broad,  who  had  been  long  time  prisoner  in  Charlotte's  Ville,  &  used  to  be 
frequently  at  M'"  West. 

I  don't  Know  whether  the  villain  was  ever  in  irons,  but  he  certainly  Knew  that 
it  had  not  been  in  m}?-  power  to  inflict  that,  or  any  other  punishment  on  him,  as 
he  had  often  beared  M""  West  complain  because  I  was  not  put  in  any  office.  But 
he  was  under  the  patronage  of  the  Goodrichs,  whose  house  was  the  refuge  of  all 
those,  who  had  been  prisoners  in  Albemarle.  I  mentioned  the  plot,  &  the  false 
oath  in  readiness  to  <e>,  &  having  made  my  reflections  on  the  Goodrichs,  &  the 
shamefull  protection  afforded  to  such  infamous  rascals,  he  did  not  seem  to  have 
much  better  opinion  of  them,  than  I  had,  but  said  that  Government  had  found 
them  very  useful.  He  had  beared  himself,  he  said,  some  harsh  expressions,  but 
the  Gentlemen  there  did  not  Know  me,  &  as  they  spoke  by  hear-say  they  were  soon 
brought  to  right.  He  had  felt  a  great  satisfaction,  he  said,  in  hearing  <u>  ask  an 
Officer  who  had  spoken  disrespectfidly  of  me,  wheter  he  Knew  me,  or  not;  to 
whom  the  Officer  answering  in  the  negative  he  replyed  very  seriously,  "you  all 
speak  without  Knowing  any  thing  of  the  man,  &  every  thing  comes  from  the 
same  fountain."  I  met  <u>  in  the  street,  who  adviced  me  to  go  and  pay  a  visit  to  a 
cousin  of  the  Duke  of  Gordon,^^  who  knew  me,  he  said,  had  been  very  sorry  to 
hear  my  misfortune,  &  had  spoken  very  prettily  of  me.  As  I  did  not  Know  him, 
I  thought  it  improper.  It  will  be  of  service  to  you  to  make  it  Known,  says  he,  that 
you  are  acquainted  with  respectable  people;  he  is  a  quiet,  good-natured,  noble 
character,  beloved  by  every  body ;  you  can  mention  my  name,  &c.  &c.  I  went,  I 
found  that  he  had  mistaken  my  name  for  Mazzinghi.  He  was  notwithstanding 
very  polite  to  me  with  invitations,  a  hearty  offer  of  his  service,  &c.  &c.  I  never 
troubled  him  again,  but  he  always  stopped  when  we  met,  &  I  observed  afterwards 
the  looks  of  several  persons  much  altered  for  the  better,  especially  about  Riving- 
ton's,  where  he  used.  I  was  in  the  mean  time  informed  by  <o>,  that  great  prepara- 
tions were  a  making  against  me;  that  the  Scotch-Merchants  from  Norfolk  &  the 
Goodrichs  had  collected  a  great  number  of  anecdotes  to  prove  that  I  was  the 
greatest  rebel  in  America ;  that  they  were  joined  by  other  merchants  &  Officers, 
&  the  number  of  my  enemies  increased  very  first ;  that  they  were  a  writing  me- 
morials to  be  signed  by  a  great  many  people,  &  presented  by  some  of  the  Officers 

1^  Gordon,  Charles,  Duke  of,  1756-1835.  Appointed  to  a  Lieutenancy  in  the  71st  Fraser 
Highlanders,  in  April,  1776,  accompanied  them  to  America,  and  on  January  8,  1778,  was  promoted 
to  a  company  in  the  26th  Cameronians. 
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to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  ^'^  as  soon  as  he  returned  from  the  North-River,^^  where  he 
had  gone  after  the  affair  of  stony-Point  ;^^  &  that  Sir  George  ColHer  would  return 
with  him.  <e>  adviced  me  to  write  again  to  Lord  Cathcart,  as  he  was  first  Aid 
du  Camp  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  much  esteemed,  &c.  &c.  He  said  that  I  had 
all  the  right  imaginable  to  his  interposition ;  that  the  military  gentlemen  had  been 
much  harassed  of  late ;  &  that  probably  he  had  never  received  my  first  letter.  I 
wrote  the  two  following,  which  I  desired  <e>  to  send  after  reading  them. 

"Mylord, 

"I  hope  your  Lordship  will  excuse  this  second  application  to  you. 
Hard  necessity  compels  me  to  it.  In  this  place  I  am  Known  by  nobody  but  you, 
Mylord.  By  offering  to  y6ur  remembrance  the  benevolence,  with  which  I  was 
honored  by  your  Noble  Parents,  I  don't  wish  to  engage  your  Lordship  so  far  in 
my  favour  as  to  run  the  least  danger  of  hurting  your  delicacy.  I  want  no  favour, 
Mylord,  I  only  want  justice ;  &  your  assistance  to  obtain  it  is  what  I  most  earnestly 
solicit.  It  is  not  my  business  to  take  notice  of  the  rights  of  my  native  Sovereign, 
the  Grand-Duke  of  Tuscany,  who  always  was  &  actually  is  on  the  best  terms  with 
Great  Britain.  I  shall  expect  that  my  letter  to  His  Royal  Kighness,  giving  him 
a  true  account  of  my  situation,  will  be  permitted  a  free  passage  to  Tuscany,  or 
delivered  to  the  Imperial  Ambassador  in  London.  By  what  has  been  signified  to 
me  by  Persons  in  Power,  a  suspicion  of  going  to  France  on  matters  of  great  im- 
portance from  Congress  constitutes  me  a  prisoner.  I  am  then  considered  as  a 
State-prisoner.  Although  it  seldom  happens,  that  convincing  negative  proofs  can 
be  procured,  it  is  not  my  present  case;  I  have  enough  of  them  with  me;  I  have 
thought  it  my  duty  to  mention  them ;  I  find  they  are  not  of  any  service  to  me 
here ;  nor  am  I  very  anxious  about  it.  Great  Britain  is  the  place  where  I  expect 
to  obtain  a  proper  hearing.  To  be  sent  there  as  soon  as  possible  is  my  great  desire, 
I  f  it  is  thought  proper  that  I  should  not  be  set  at  liberty,  there  can  be  no  reason 
for  detaining  me  here.  A  fleet  sailed  from  this  harbour  some  days  since  I  was 
brought  in.  Consider,  Mylord,  what  must  be  my  situation  with  a  family  in  this 
place !  The  precarious  situation  of  my  family-affairs  in  Tuscany  greatly  requires 
my  presence,  my  eldest  brother  being  dead,  on  which  subject  I  sent,  on  account  of 
my  absence,  a  memorial  to  my  Sovereign,  the  copy  of  which  I  have  with  me.  As 

14  Clinton,  Sir  Henry,  1738P-95,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  British  forces  in  America. 

15  North  River,  the  name  appHed  to  the  lower  course  of  the  Hudson  River. 

16  Stony-Point,  Rockland  County,  New  York,  thirty-five  miles  north  of  New  York  City,  on  the 
Hudson  River.  Stony  Point  was  fortified  by  the  Americans  early  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and 
was  captured  May  31,  1779,  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton.  On  July  16th,  it  was  recaptured  by  General 
Wayne.  Two  days  later  the  fortifications  were  dismantled  and  the  place  abandoned,  the  British 
soon  reoccupying  it. 
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the  distressing  me  &  my  family  here  can  be  of  no  advantage  to  Great-Britain,  I 
hope,  Mylord,  that  you  will  interest  yourself  so  far  in  our  behalf  as  to  obtain 
that  we  may  be  sent  there  as  soon  as  possible,  &  that  all  the  payers,  which  have 
been  taken  from  me,  &  my  accuser  may  be  sent  likewise,  if  have  a  right  to  de- 
mand it.  I  won't  trouble  your  Lordship  with  a  narrative  of  the  treatment  I  have 
met  with  from  certain  private  individuals  of  equivocal  character,  to  say  no  more. 
London,  I  hope,  will  afford  me  the  satisfaction  of  explaining  matters  in  clear 
terms.  I  depend  on  my  situation,  Mylord,  to  apologize  for  the  liberty  of  troubling 
you,  &  I  have  the  honour  to  be  most  respectfully, 
"Mylord, 

Your  Lordship  most  Humble, 
&  most  Obedient  Servant, 

Philip  Mazzei 
"New- York,  in  Dock  Street,  N°.  315,  July  19*^  1779. 
"The  Right  Honorable  Lord  Cathcart. 

"P.  S.  Besides  the  translation  of  my  letter  intended  for  my  Sovereign,  in  case  I 
should  not  be  set  at  liberty,  I  have  inclosed  a  Copy  of  Gen^  Riedesel's  testimony 
mentioned  in  said  letter,  as  I  intend  to  send  it  likewise." 

"Royal  Highness, 

"My  present  situation  compels  me  to  address  my  Sovereign  by  the 
medium  of  a  paper.  Returning  with  my  family  from  Virginia  to  my  native 
Country,  the  vessel,  in  which  I  had  embarked,  was  taken  &  brought  into  this  har- 
bour. By  what  I  am  told  I  am  announced  as  a  person  going  to  France  from  Con- 
gress on  matters  of  the  utmost  importance.  This  false  supposition  is  contradicted 
by  all  the  papers  concerning  my  own  affairs,  by  which  it  clearly  appears  that  I 
was  a  going  to  Tuscany,  &  by  the  testimony  of  Gen'  Riedesel,  Commander  in 
Cheaf  of  the  german  troops  in  Gen'  Burgoyne's  Army,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed. 
Although  for  long  time  past  no  person  of  any  consideration  can  only  declare  his 
intention  of  going  to  Europe  without  its  being  given  out  that  such  a  person  is 
commissioned  by  Congress,  I  don't  presume  to  guess  whether  this  has  originated 
from  a  vague  popular  voice,  or  from  malice.  It  is  sufficient  for  me,  that  I  can 
assure  your  Royal  Highness,  that  this  is  no  less  false  than  the  report  generally 
credited  in  London  &  Tuscany,  that  I  had  come  to  a  bad  end  in  America  on  account 
of  secret  corrispondence  with  England.  I  think  likewise  necessary  in  my  circum- 
stances to  notisy,  that  I  never  had  a  hand  in  affairs  concerning  the  present  disputes 
between  England  &  America,  either  in  a  military  or  civil  capacity ;  that  I  never 
had  any  corrispondence  with  France,  Congress,  or  England ;  &  in  short  that  my 
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actions  never  transgressed  the  limits  of  that  liberty,  which  both  in  England  & 
America  is  allowed  by  the  laws  to  every  individual.  I  am  notwithstanding  Kept 
as  a  prisoner,  &  am  told  that  there  are  people  who  lay  schemes  to  me  prejudice, 
without  paying  much  regard  to  thruth.  I  have  sent  a  translation  of  this  to  the 
Commander  in  Cheaf ,  in  order  that  it  may  appear,  that  I  have  not  neglected  to 
declare  your  Sovereign  Rights  on  my  person.  The  great  goodness,  which  you 
have,  most  beloved  Prince,  continued  to  me  even  distant  from  your  Dominions, 
insures  me  your  powerful  Patronage.  Permit  me  for  the  present,  that  prostrated 
before  your  Royal  Person,  I  may  sign  myself  with  the  most  humble  &  most 
profound  respect, 

Of  Your  Royal  Highness, 

Most  Humble,  most  Devoted,  &  most  Obed* 
"To  the  Sovereign  Servant  &  Subject  Philip  Mazzei. 

Florence."  New  York,  July  19*^  1779. 

Sir  George  fell  sick  When  he  returned  from  Stony-Point,  and  the  Goodrichs 
happined  to  be  involved  in  an  affair,  which  I  dare  say  made  them  sleep  not  much 
easier,  than  I  did.  After  having  ill-used  one  Cap"  Campbell,  a  smart  young  man, 
they  had  wrongfully  arrested  him  on  board  the  fleet  going  to  Europe,  &  made 
him  lose  his  passage.  He  had  taken  his  time  to  prepare,  &  then  attacked  them  in 
law  like  a  lion.  Some  thing  came  out,  for  which  all  their  vessels  were  stopped,  & 
2  of  them  seized  for  the  King,  whom  they  had  cheated.  They  had  sent  an  offer 
of  1000  pounds  to  Cap"  Campbell,  to  make  it  up ;  at  which  he  laughed,  saying  that 
he  wanted  no  money,  but  only  to  see  them  reduced  to  that  nothing,  from  which 
they  had  rised  by  villany.  Their  protector  Kept  his  bed,  &  a  gentleman,  who  had 
a  great  power  in  the  marine-affairs,  had  declared  that  they  were  the  greatest 
rascals  on  Earth,  &  that  he  would  see  them  to  the  devil.  I  thought  I  could  see 
in  this  Cap"  Campbell  many  sparks  of  frienship  for  the  american  cause,  but  we 
were  both  too  well  on  our  guard  to  find  out  the  sentiments  of  each  other.  He 
followed  the  sea,  &  had  been  in  many  parts  of  America.  He  was  introduced  to 
me  by  the  first-mentioned  Cap"  Campbell,  &  we  spent  together  a  good  part  of  the 
short  time  I  continued  in  New-York.  He  was  smart  &  humorous,  &  would  have 
been  an  agreable  companion  at  all  times ;  but  circumstances  rendered  him  to  me 
then  exceedingly  so.  As  soon  as  Lord  Cathcart  returned  I  went  to  him ;  he  behaved 
to  me  as  he  used  to  do  when  his  Parents  were  alive ;  I  could  not  prevent  him  from 
going  through  a  long  detail  to  prove  that  it  had  been  utterly  out  of  his  power  to 
go  to  see  me  before  now ;  he  said  he  had  rec*^  both  my  letters  lately,  &  where  he 
could  not  inform  himself  with  the  situation  of  my  aff'air,  which  he  had  made  his 
business  to  do  as  soon  as  he  came  to  Town,  &  was  just  now  going  to  acquaint 
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me,  that  being  out  of  the  department  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  he  was  sorry  to  find 
&c.  &c.  It  is  supposed,  T  said,  that  the  Commodore  has  given  me  up  to  the  Com- 
mandant, &  desired  he  would  endeavour  to  find  it  out,  that  we  might  know  how  to 
proceed.  He  answered  with  many  obliging  expressions,  that  he  would  certainly 
do  it,  &  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  speak  of  my  affair  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
&  shew  him  my  letters,  which  could  not  be  done  immediately  as  he  (Sir  Henry) 
was  very  busy  &  would  be  so  for  a  day,  or  two.  The  next  morning  the  Com- 
mandant sent  for  me,  asked  what  business  I  had  at  Head-Quarters  the  day  before, 
&  said  that  I  must  go  on  Long-Island.  It  is  probable. '  that  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  who  must  have  been  informed  of  my  affair  by  the  Commodore,  finding 
that  I  was  at  Head-Quarters  to  speak  to  Lord  Cathcart,  may  have  signified  to 
Gen'  Pattisson  his  astonishment  at  such  a  man  being  suffered  in  New-York. 
They  were  at  that  time  scared  to  death,  &  could  not  conceal  it.  Uneasiness  & 
almost  terror  appeared  in  their  countenances,  &  confusion  in  their  operations. 
Gen'  Washington  had  just  received  from  Congress  the  slate-bottomed  boats,  & 
from  their  maneuvre  they  must  have  expected  an  attack  from  him  &  the  f rench 
fleet.  The  old  General  treated  me  with  Kindness,  &  conversed  on  several  topicks 
chiefly  about  Florence,  &  the  happy  days  he  had  passed  in  that  City.  His  first  Aid 
du  camp  was  cousin  to  M""  Willet,  a  gentleman  of  sense  business,  &  abilities.  [  Pas- 
sage in  cipher.]  [He  did  every  thing  and  the  general  was  not  a  cunjurer.]  Cap" 
Miller,  who  had  gone  with  me,  was  called  into  the  Office,  &  his  brother  in  law  sent 
for,  as  I  understood  since,  to  sign  the  bond  as  my  securities,  about  which  the 
Secretary  &  the  Aid  du  Camp  had  some  anxiety.  [Passage  in  cipher.]  [It  was 
written  just  then  and  antidated.] 

While  I  was  with  the  Gen'  his  Secretary  came  to  tell  him  that  he  would  direct 
me  to  a  person  on  Long-Island,  who  would  procure  me  good  lodgings ;  &  that  the 
Commissary  had  said  that  he  should  dispatch  the  vessels  in  8,  or  10  days.  The 
Commandant  then  turning  to  me :  I  would  advise  you,  says  he,  to  go  in  the  Cork- 
Fleet,  which  will  soon  sail,  as  the  London  fleet  may  be  here  a  long  time,  &  the 
expences,  you  Know,  are  very  great. 

Such  a  friendly  advice,  &  the  hope  of  going  away  came  so  suddenly  on  me,  that 
I  stood  for  a  while,  surprised  &  disconcerted.  I  was  always  of  opinion,  that  a 
sudden  joy  would  put  out  a  man  sooner  than  a  sudden  grief.  I  experienced  it,  & 
asked  how  I  could  manage  it,  with  a  countenance  expressing  the  doubt  I  had  of 
obtaining  leave  to  go.  But  good  luck  was  still  with  me ;  it  was  supposed  that  I  was 
displeased  because  I  could  not  go  to  London  in  a  direct  line.  London  was  the 
last  place  in  the  World  I  would  go  to  by  choice,  being  the  most  dangerous  for 
me ;  but  I  thought  it  prudent  for  many  reasons,  that  it  should  be  taken  for  granted, 
as  long  as  I  was  in  their  hands,  that  I  wanted  to  go  there.  He  said  that  the  money  it 
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would  cost  me  to  go  from  Irland  to  London  could  not  Keep  me  2  days  in  New- 
York. 

As  to  the  management,  says  he,  you  must  make  the  best  bargain  you  can;  he 
ordered  his  secretary  to  speak  to  the  Commissary  for  me  &  my  family,  that  we 
might  be  well  used  in  the  passage;  &  turning  to  me,  "you  must,  says  he,  let  him 
Know  the  Cap"  you  make  your  bargain  with;  because  a  word  from  the  Com- 
missary won't  be  amiss,  as  those  sea-bears  are  not  generally  very  civil."  I  was 
still  in  doubt  as  to  my  permit  to  go  to  Europe.  Being  in  the  Office  with  the  secre- 
tary I  made  another  inquiry  about  it.  He  having  already  given  me  one,  signed 
by  the  Commandant,  to  go  on  Long  Island  to  look  for  lodgings  &  return,  without 
limiting  the  time,  said  that  he  would  get  the  other  ready  in  a  day  or  two,  &  send 
it  me  to  save  me  the  trouble  of  going  for  it.  The  Aid  du  Camp  having  came  in, 
I  observed  the  trouble  &  expence  of  moving  to  Long-Tsland  for  a  few  days ;  they 
both  said  that  I  need  not  be  in  a  hurry  about  it ;  they  Kept  me  there  a  long  while ; 
one  of  them  took  for  the  perusal  of  the  Commandant  some  of  my  old  papers  with 
Riedesel's  certificate  &  the  Commissions  I  had  for  things  to  be  sent  from  Italy 
to  my  Friends  in  Virginia ;  &  in  short  during  the  morning  it  seemed  that  the  whole 
family  were  greatly  interested  in  my  favour.  I  walked  to  my  lodgings  as  light  as  a 
feather;  the  Commodore  was  at  that  time  very  ill  at  the  hook,^'^  in  his  way  to 
Ponobscot;^^  &  Cap"  Campbell  Kept  the  Goodrichs  too  well  employed  to  allow 
them  time  to  trouble  themselves  about  me.  But  the  Norfolk-Caledonians  had 
amply  supplied.  I  was  told  the  same  after-noon  by  <a>,  that  they  were  enraged 
like  mad-dogs,  because  I  was  suffered  in  the  City  on  parole,  &  that  they  had 
raised  a  great  ferment  about  it.  I  had  already  heard  by  Cap"  Miller,  that  some 
reports  had  gone  so  far,  that  people  of  fashion,  who  did  not  Know  me,  had  men- 
tioned my  name  with  horror,  merely  from  what  they  had  beared.  In  the  evening 
<e>  said,  that  Gen'  Philips  ^^  &  many  of  Burgoyne's  Officers  were  expected  every 
day,  &  some  were  already  in  Town ;  he  observed  that  Long-Island  was  a  very 
convenient  place  for  me  to  go  on  board  the  Cork-fleet ;  that  a  little  country-air 
could  be  of  service,  especially  to  the  Ladies ;  &  that  certain  people  (if  I  was  once 
out  of  their  sight)  would  probably  be  more  easy.  The  great  precaution  &  extreme 
delicasy  he  had  constantly  observed  in  speaking  with  me  on  the  subject  made 
me  easily  comprehend  his  meaning.  I  likewise  recollected  that  <u>  had  of  late 
avoided  more  than  once  to  meet  with  me  in  the  Streets ;  &  now  it  came  into  my 

17  Sandy  Hook,  a  long,  narrow,  sandy  peninsula,  running  about  six  miles  northward  from  the 
coast  of  New  Jersey,  and  partly  inclosing  Lower  New  York  Bay. 

iS  Penobscot  Bay,  on  the  coast  of  Maine. 

19  Phillips,  William,  a  British  General;  died  Petersburg,  Virginia,  May  13,  1781.  Appointed 
Major-General  in  June,  1776,  in  Burgoyne's  expedition.  Was  taken  prisoner  with  Burgoyne  in 
October,  1777;  exchanged  in  November,  1779;  and  was  actively  engaged  in  the  South  until  his 
death. 
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head,  that  by  that  he  meant  to  warn  me  of  some  thing,  in  which  he  could  be  of 
no  service  to  me,  &  that  he  must  be  cautious  for  his  own  sake.  I  therefore  now 
desired  to  be  so  soon  on  Long-Island  as  I  had  been  averse  to  it  before.  Having 
gone  &  found  lodgings  I  went  after  my  papers  to  the  Secretary,  who  was  called 
by  the  Commandant,  &  returned  to  me  with  a  massage  from  him,  that  I  need  not 
be  in  a  hurry  ab^  moving,  as  he  intended  to  speak  of  my  affair  to  S''  Henry  Clinton 
that  very  day.  I  dreaded  the  consequence  of  such  a  conversation,  but  was  obliged 
to  appear  satisfied  &  thankful  for  his  kind  disposition.  However  my  appre- 
hensions forced  me  to  return  almost  immediately,  &  desire  the  Secretary  to  beg 
of  the  Commandant  not  to  give  himself  anymore  trouble  about  my  affair,  because 
having  found  lodgings  near  M"  Miller  (M''  Willet's  sister)  my  wife  was  de- 
sirous of  going,  &  we  should  move  the  next  day.  Earley  in  the  morning  the 
Secretary  went  to  Cap"  Miller  with  a  message  from  the  Commandant,  that  it  was 
at  my  option  to  go,  or  stay.  Before  I  left  New- York  I  agreed  for  my  passage 
with  the  Commodore  of  the  Cork-Fleet,  who  13  days  after  (being  2  days  before 
the  Fleet  sailed,)  inform'd  Cap"  Miller  that  he  had  rec'^  orders  to  keep  the  Cabbin 
for  a  Gen'  Officer.  The  same  agreement  was  immediately  made  with  another 
Cap"  without  consulting  me,  which  was  well  done  not  to  lose  the  oppertunity ; 
but  when  part  of  my  provisions  were  sent  on  board,  the  Cap"  signified  that  he 
had  been  obliged  to  take  4  officers  in  the  Cabbin,  &  that  I  could  not  go  in  his 
Vessel.  I  beged  hard ;  offered  to  pay  the  same  as  agreed  for  the  Cabbin,  &  to  go 
in  any  part  of  the  vessel ;  &  at  last  the  Cap"  consented,  &  promised  to  send  for 
me  on  Long-Island  the  next  day.  Cap"  Miller  had  just  told  me  in  clear  terms, 
that  he  wished  to  see  me  gone ;  said  that  an  Agent  for  some  thing,  which  I  don't 
remember,  had  declared  that  I  ought  to  be  tossed  in  the  sea  with  an  anchor  tied 
at  my  neck  &  feet ;  &  appeared  to  express  doubts  &  uneasiness  in  his  countenance. 
He  probably  wished  he  had  not  had  any  thing  to  do  with  me.  I  now  apprehended 
a  great  danger  in  going  on  board,  as  the  ship  was  in  the  North  River,  &  it  was 
necessary  to  pass  near  the  Fort,  where  the  Caledonians  were  constantly  with  their 
vSpy-Glasses ;  but  the  second  mate  having  gone  for  me  to  a  wrong  place,  the  first 
mate  with  another  boat  was  sent  by  the  Cap"  so  late  in  the  afternoon,  that  it  was 
near  one  o  clock  in  the  morning  before  we  got  on  board ;  &  we  sailed  3  hours 
after.  Contrary  winds  kept  us  3  days  in  the  Hook,  during  which  time  I  could 
not  help  being  struck  by  terrible  apprehensions  whenever  I  saw  a  boat  going  to 
our  direction.  We  at  last  went  to  Sea  the  27*^  of  August,  &  I  dare  say  we  were 
near  Irland  before  Collier,  the  Goodrichs,  &  the  Caledonians  knew  that  I  was  gone. 
My  Servant  had  come  on  board  with  the  fever  &  ague,  I  begun  with  it  the  day  we 
sailed,  &  my  wife  the  day  after.  We  brought  it  from  Long-Island,  &  it  was 
of  the  worst  kind.    My  wife  was  reduced  to  extremities  on  board ;  I  had  been 
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2  months  in  France  before  I  could  hope  that  I  should  thoroughly  recover ;  &  the 
servant  died  at  Rochelle.  Our  Cap"  (W"'  Webster)  treated  me  &  my  family 
with  the  greatest  kindness  during  the  whole  passage;  supplied  us  with  every 
thing  he  had;  took  the  trouble  of  procuring  us  lodgings  in  Corke,  where  they 
made  difficulties  to  take  us  in,  because  it  was  then  expected  (as  I  understood  after- 
wards) that  I  could  not  live  3  days;  &  at  last  intruduced  me  to  M''  John  Cotter, 
his  merchant  there,  who  soon  knew  me  fully,  &  to  whose  noble  generous  feelings 
I  am  indebted  for  my  present  security.  One  of  the  Officers  passangers  was  Major 
Featherston  of  Burgoyne's  Army;  he  had  dined  at  General  Riedesel  after  I  left 
Colle;  I  did  not  know  him,  but  he  knezv  me;  &  one  evening  while  T  was  a  bed  with 
my  fever  in  a  place  by  the  Cabbin,  he  was  a  speaking  about  my  principles,  &  saying 
that  he  would  take  care  that  I  should  not  go  from  London  as  easily  as  I  had  done 
from  New- York.  But  my  good  luck  was  still  with  me.  A  misunderstanding, 
which  had  taken  place  from  the  beginning  between  the  said  officers  &  Cap'^  Web- 
ster, ended  in  a  serious  dispute  ab*  the  payment  for  the  passage,  on  account  of 
which  Cap"  Webster  stoped  the  Major's  baggage  &  that  of  another  officer  (the 
only  one  whom  I  thought  would  have  seconded  the  major)  &  they  were  put  to 
such  inconveniencies,  that  they  were  (by  what  I  beared)  still  wandering  from 
Camp  to  Dublin  &  from  Dublin  to  Camp  when  I  left  Corke ;  from  where,  after 

1  had  been  well  concealed  ab*  4  weeks,  I  went  on  board  a  Portugeese  Vessel  bound 
to  France,  16  days  before  she  sailed,  suitable  to  my  circumstances.  I  could  mention 
many  other  accidents  which  contributed  to  my  escape,  but  I  think  I  have  been  too 
prolix  already.  I  shall  now  tell  you  some  of  the  observations  I  made  when  I  was 
in  New- York.  I  had  always  imagined,  that  in  our  american  papers  the  cruelties 
&  barbarities  of  our  enemy  had  been  exagerated.  With  surprise  &  horror,  I  found 
that  they  had  not  been  fully  described.  Being  a  walking  with  <o>  in  that  part  of 
the  Town  which  had  been  burnt,  by  the  North-River,  he  said  that  we  had  under 
our  feet  about  2000  frenchmen  &  3000  Americans.  I  cannot  pretend  to  describe 
the  barbarous  methods  used  for  their  destruction.  I  shall  only  say,  that  in  men- 
tioning the  little  &  bad  food  they  were  nurished  with,  the  hot  &  bad  water  when 
they  could  have  it,  &  how  they  were  suffocated  in  Churches  and  other  places  for 
want  of  room  in  the  intense  heat  of  the  summer,  he,  who  for  want  of  judgment 
is  so  much  in  the  english  interest,  could  not  help  shuddering  at  the  thought.  Being 
one  day  on  board  the  Reasonable,  &  seeing  a  great  many  people  on  the  decks  of 

2  small  vessels,  I  had  the  curiosity  to  ask  what  they  were  a  doing  there.  An  Officer 
answered  me,  that  they  were  prisoners,  who  had  been  exchanged,  either  150  or 
250,  &  then  going  to  Boston ;  but  that  not  20  would  get  there  alive.  I  asked  how 
that  could  be,  as  Boston  was  so  near. 

[Manuscript  ends  here.] 


A    REPRESENTATION    OF    M^    MAZZEPS    CONDUCT, 

FROM  THE  TIME  OF  HIS  APPOINTMENT  TO  BE 

AGENT  OF  THE  STATE  IN  EUROPE  UNTILL 

HIS   RETURN   TO   VIRGINIA* 

The  eighth  of  January,  one  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine,  the 
Governor  and  Council,  in  pursuance  of  a  resokition  of,  the  General  Assembly, 
appointed  M*"  Mazzei  to  go  to  Europe,  and  to  be  Agent  there,  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  a  loan  of  Gold  and  Silver  (not  exceeding  the  sum  of  nine  hundred 
thousand  pounds  Sterling,  of  purchasing  Goods  in  Italy,  for  the  use  of  the  armies ; 
and  of  procuring  by  all  means  in  his  power,  [erasure]  to  be  of  service  to  the 
American  Cause. 

M"".  Mazzei,  proud  of  the  Trust  his  Country  had  honor'd  him  with,  desired 
to  be  of  as  little  charge  to  it  as  possible,  during  the  time  of  his  service.  The  Gover- 
nor having  asked  him,  if  one  thousand  pounds  sterling  would  suffice  to  bear  his 
expenses  for  twelve  months,  he  answered  that  such  a  sum  would  not  be  too  great 
for  the  first  year,  considering  the  extraordinary  expences  of  travelling;  that  in 
case  he  should  stay  any  length  of  time  in  one  place,  even  less  would  do ;  and  that, 
according  to  his  opinion,  prudence  and  wisdom  required  that  at  all  times,  and  more 
especially  in  the  present  critical  time,  the  American  Ministers  and  Agents  in 
Europe  should  on  every  occasion  exhibit  a  decent  Republican  oeconomy.  The 
Governor  then  asked  him,  what  might  satisfy  him,  as  a  compensation  for  the 
loss  of  his  time,  and  the  neglect  of  his  affairs ;  to  which  he  answered,  that  nothing 
could  satisfy  him,  but  the  good  will  of  his  fellow  Citizens,  if  he  should  be  so  happy 
as  to  return  with  success,  and  that  he  wished  for  nothing  more. 

The  following  narration  will  prove  whether  he  has  forfeited  their  confidence ; 
or  if  he  is  entitled  to  their  approbation,  from  the  whole  of  his  conduct,  especially 
when  one  considers  the  essential  services  he  could  have  rendered  his  Country 
at  the  most  critical  times,  if  he  had  not  been  constantly  kept  in  a  state  of  un- 
certainty, and  without  the  requisite  powers  to  act.  The  Governor  and  Council 
ordered  M""  Mazzei  to  procure  himself  a  passage  to  Europe  as  soon  as  possible,  in  a 
Vessell  in  which  as  much  Tobacco  might  be  shipped  as  would  defray  his  expences 
for  twelve  months  at  least  in  Europe,  and  that  of  his  voyage.  Some  of  the  pro- 
visions were  to  be  sent  on  board  from  the  public  stores,  and  the  rest  bought  where 
they  could  be  found,  and  paid  for  by  Government.  M""  Mazzei  undertook  several 

*  Manuscript  owned  by  The  New  York  Public  Librar}^  and  comprising  twenty-six  folio  pages. 
It  was  published  in  part,  and  with  slight  changes  in  the  text,  in  The  American  Historical  Record 
and  Repertory  of  Notes  and  Queries  Concerning  the  History  and  Antiquities  of  America  and 
Biography  of  Americans,  Philadelphia,  1872,  vol.  1,  p.  70-74;  106-109;  148-152. 
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journies  to  the  different  Rivers  of  this  State,  and  several  Gentlemen  of  the  Council 
wrote  to  various  ports,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the  above  said  passage, 
which  at  last  he  determined  to  take,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Governor  and 
Council,  in  a  large  and  strong  French  vessell,  then  loading  with  Tobacco  at  Ports- 
mouth under  the  direction  of  M''  Simeon  Deane,  though  no  Tobacco  could  be 
ship*^  in  her,  on  account  of  the  State.  While  the  Executive  were  endeavoring  to 
buy  Bills  of  Exchange  to  give  M*"  Mazzei,  instead  of  Tobacco,  and  he  was  gath- 
ering and  sending  the  provisions  he  had  collected  in  several  places,  having  received 
notice  from  M*"  Deane  that  he  must  repair  on  board  within  the  space  of  eight 
days,  that  ship  was  burnt  with  several  more  on  account  of  the  sudden  invasion 
of  the  Enemy,  commanded  by  General  Matthews.  The  Executive  being  very 
desirous  about  the  departure  of  M""  Mazzei,  and  not  having  it  in  their  power 
after  the  Invasion  to  furnish  him  Bills  of  Exchange,  he  told  them  that  if  they 
could  procure  him  a  letter  of  Credit  for  three,  or  four  hundred  Louis  D'Ors,  to 
enable  him  to  proceed  from  the  place  of  his  landing  in  France  to  Italy,  he  did  not 
doubt  but  he  would  be  supplied  by  his  friends  there,  untill  Government  could 
find  the  means  of  sending  him  remittances.  Consequently  they  gave  him  a  Letter 
of  Credit  for  three  hundred  Louis  D'Ors  on  Penet,  Da  Costa,  Brothers,  &.  Comp.^ 
in  Nantes,  which  Penet  himself  had  drawn  on  his  own  House,  and  advised  him 
to  take  his  passage  in  the  Brig®  Johnston  Smith  commanded,  by  Andrew  Peyton 
a  Scotchman,  which  Brig®  belonged  to  M''  Penet,  and  was  then  laying  at  Port- 
Royal  on  Rappahannock  river.  The  Executive  had  given  M""  Mazzei  ten  thousand 
pounds  paper  money  for  the  purpose  of  buying  Bills  of  Exchange,  of  which  he 
was  ordered  to  return  three  thousand ;  and  seven  thousand  remained  in  his  hands. 
He  had  already  spent  a  great  deal  of  money  in  the  various  journies  he  had  made 
for  the  purposes  of  procuring  a  passage,  and  buying  Bills  of  Exchange,  as  well  as 
for  the  purchase  of  various  things,  &  James  Madison,  Esq^  then  member  of  the 
Council,  desired  him  to  take  upon  himself  to  purchase  at  Port  Royal,  Fredericks- 
burg, or  anywhere,  every  thing  necessary  for  his  passage,  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Executive  being  so  much  employ'd  at  that  time,  that  they  could  not  possibly  think 
of  it.  Captain  Peyton,  whose  character  may  be  seen  in  the  narrative  of  M''  Maz- 
zei's  captivity,  which  he  sent  to  the  Executive  in  letter  9,  dated  Paris,  the  19*'^ 
March  1780,  obliged  him  to  buy  an  extraordinary  Quantity  of  provisions,  for 
which  he  was  forced  to  give  an  exorbitant  price,  besides  making  him  pay  thirty 
Louis  D'Ors,  and  three  hundred  pounds  Currency  for  two  small  places  in  the 
Cabin.  M""  Mazzei  had  previously  conceived  an  unfavourable  Opinion  of  his  prin- 
ciples, and  had  on  that  account  shown  the  copy  of  his  Agreement  with  M"^  Penet 
to  M*"  Jamieson,  another  Member  of  the  Council,  who  having  examined  it, 
declared  that  the  Brig®  could  not  be  taken  from  him  for  that  Voyage. 
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The  conduct  of  Peyton,  who  at  New  York  was  patronized  by  Commodore 
Collier,  as  a  friend  of  the  Goodrich's,  and  the  anecdotes  of  M""  Mazzei's  captivity, 
'till  his  arrival  in  France  from  Ireland,  may  be  seen  in  the  above  narrative.  In 
his  first  letter  to  Government,  dated  Nantes,  Novem""  27*^  1779,  he  informed  them 
of  the  recovery  of  his  Liberty,  of  the  deplorable  state  of  his  Finances,  and  ex- 
pressed his  disappointment  for  having  not  found  in  France  the  duplicates  of  his 
Commissions  and  Instructions.  Before  he  left  Virginia  in  speaking  to  the  Gover- 
nor and  some  Gentlemen  of  the  Council,  about  the  danger  of  being  taken  by  the 
Enemy  and  the  possibility  of  getting  away  from  them,  he  had  more  than  once 
recommended  the  sending  several  sets  of  duplicates  of  them  to  France,  and  had 
repeated  the  same  in  his  letters  to  the  Hon.  M""  Madison,  written  on  board  the 
Johnston  Smith  in  Rappahannock  and  York  Rivers.  In  regard  to  finances,  he 
had  with  him  when  he  left  Virginia  of  his  own  private  property  about  three 
hundred  Pounds  Sterling,  including  a  Bill  of  Exchange  he  had  bought  of  Col. 
Banister.  It  is  true  that  the  Enemy,  probably  in  view  of  Seducing  him,  did  not 
take  his  money  away  from  him ;  but  his  expences  at  New  York,  on  Long  Island, 
and  on  his  passage  to  Ireland,  were  such,  that  he  was  oblig^  to  draw  from  New 
York,*  at  the  loss  of  ten  P.  Cent,  two  Bills  of  one  hundred  Guineas  each,  on  his 
friends  in  Italy,  payable  in  London,  and  arriv'^  in  France  indebted  of  fifty  eight 
Guineas  in  Ireland,  besides  the  expences  of  his  passage  from  Ireland  to  France. 
In  the  same  letter  he  mentioned  having  received  some  Cash  of  M""  D'Acosta,  on 
account  of  the  letter  of  Credit  above  mentioned ;  and  that  the  whole  sum  of  three 
hundred  Louis  D'Ors  would  not  be  paid,  untill  that  House  had  received  some 
remittances  from  America.  M""  Mazzei  for  want  of  powers  to  act,  and  money 
to  proceed  on  his  journey,  could  not  forward  the  affair  of  the  loan,  and  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Goods  for  the  armies ;  therefore  whenever  he  could  not  employ 
himself  in  the  business  he  had  been  purposely  sent  upon,  endeavored  to  employ  his 
time,  for  the  good  of  his  Country  as  well  as  he  could ;  and  this  he  continued  to 
do  untill  his  return  to  Virginia.  He  made  it  a  point  of  confuting  with  his  tongue, 
and  still  more  with  his  pen,  as  long  as  the  war  continued,  the  assertions  of  the 
Enemy  which  might,  any  way  prejudice,  directly  or  indirectly,  the  American 
cause.  With  that  View  he  wrote  constantly  for  the  Newspapers  of  Italy  and 
Holland.^  The  pieces  he  wrote  for  Sovereigns,  and  other  people  in  power,  will 
perhaps  show  that  nothing  more  could  be  said  to  impress  them  with  the  Justice 

*  It  was  then  the  Current  Exchange,  and  had  been  for  some  time,  as  Clinton  himself,  for  want 
of  remittances  from  the  British  Government,  had  been  more  than  once  oblig'd  to  draw  at  the  same 
Loss.    [Footnote  in  Manuscript. ] 

■1  Mazzei  published  propaganda  articles  in  the  Notizie  del  Mondo,  a  Florentine  newspaper,  as 
well  as  pamphlets  —  The  Justice  of  the  American  Catise;  The  Probability  of  the  Successful  Out- 
come of  the  American  Revolution ;  the  Importance  of  Establishing  Commercial  Relations  with 
Virginia.  He  also  wrote  a  series  of  personal  letters  to  the  Grand  Duke. 
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of  the  American  Cause,  with  the  certainty  of  our  success,  and  the  advantages  to 
be  derived  to  the  Nations  of  Europe  from  our  friendship  and  Commerce.  The 
Ministers  of  our  good  and  great  Ally,  have  more  than  once  manifested  their 
approbation  of  the  patriotic  Zeal  discovered  in  his  writings  to  them,  from  the 
spring  of  the  year  1780,  till  his  return  to  America.  He  once  received  their  thanks 
in  Italy  for  important  intelligences  he  had  learned  from  a  Sovereign,  relative 
to  the  intentions  of  some  of  the  Northern  powers;  in  communicating  which  he 
had  in  view  the  advantage  of  his  country,  as  well  as  the  gratitude  due  to  our 
Friends  and  Allies.  One  of  his  attentions  was  to  procure,  and  send  over  every 
Intelligence,  which  might  be  interesting  to  America,  as  well  as  his  conjectures 
expressed  in  a  manner  as  to  inspire  confidence.  His  numerous  connections  in 
Europe,  particularly  among  people  in  high  station  and  Rank,  enabled  him  to 
become  acquainted  with  secrets  of  great  moment,  and  with  the  disposition  of 
many  people  in  power,  to  procure  which  he  spared  no  trouble,  nor  the  necessary 
expences  of  Postage.  And  to  such  of  them  as  might  be  serviceable  to  Congress, 
he  endeavored  to  convey  them  by  the  means  of  M""  John  Adams,  and  other  Ameri- 
can patriots  in  Europe,  whenever  he  could  not  do  it  in  a  direct  line.  He  did  the 
same  in  his  private  letters  to  many  of  his  friends,  desiring  that  they  would  make 
the  best  use  they  could  of  everything  he  wrote  them  with  the  View  of  serving  the 
American  Cause.  It  would  be  too  tedious  to  repeat  here  everything  he  wrote  to 
the  Executive,  relative  to  European  affairs ;  but  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  mention 
something  of  it  as  a  specimen.  In  the  second  Letter,  dated  Nantz,  S^^  Decem*" 
1779,  he  foretold,  that  we  ought  not  to  expect  any  good  from  the  Irish  com- 
motions, &  signified  his  reasons  for  such  a  conjecture,  which  he  confirmed  in 
letter  11,  dated  Paris,  April  10'^  1780,  confuting  the  notion,  then  generally 
adopted,  that  Ireland  would  separate  from  Great  Britain ;  and  even  in  the  month 
of  July  1782,  M""  John  Adams  having  written  to  him  in  Florence  from  the  Hague, 
"We  shall  have  Ireland  in  alliance  with  America,  France,  Spain,  and  Holland 
very  soon,  for  what  I  know,"  he  answered  as  follows,  which  leaves  no  doubt 
now  that  his  sentiments  on  that  subject  had  been  well  founded,  "I  have  been 
pleased  with  your  Excellency's  prognostic  in  respect  to  Ireland,  because  you  must 
have  some  good  foundations  for  what  you  say.  I  cannot  however  be  so  sanguine 
in  my  expectations  on  that  subject.  I  cannot  flatter  myself  with  the  hopes  of  an 
alliance  with  that  Kingdom.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  the  Irish  are  united  in  their 
claim  about  external  Legislation,  England  will  acquiesce  in  it,  or  that  they  will 
lose  the  point  if  they  are  not  united."  In  the  third,  dated  December  12"^  1779, 
he  signified  that  nine  days  before  it  had  been  agreed  in  the  king's  Council  at 
Versailles,  to  send  Congress  in  arms,  &c.  to  the  amount  of  sixteen  millions  of 
Livres;  and  in  the  fourth  dated.  Decern''  IS**"  1779.  and  January  9*''  1780,  he 
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said:  "I  hope  you  will  be  pleased  with  the  following  intelligence.  Russia  will 
keep  a  perfect  neutrality  for  powerful  reasons  which  hardly  admit  of  a  doubt." 
It  is  to  be  observed  that  it  was  then,  and  even  several  months  after,  generally 
believed,  as  it  was  asserted  with  great  assurance  by  the  English,  that  the  Russian 
Fleets  and  Army  would  be  at  the  disposal  of  Great  Britain.  To  return  to  his 
situation  and  business  he  had  been  purposedly  sent  upon,  after  having  fully  ex- 
pressed in  the  fourth  letter  his  melancholy  situation,  and  the  reason  for  which 
he  found  it  improper  to  have  recourse  to  his  friends  in  Italy  for  assistance  from 
France.  In  the  fifth,  dated  4'''  February  1780,  he  said  that  he  had  at  last  been 
forced  to  ask  for  it;  and  in  the  sixth,  dated  18*^  of  said  month,  he  mentioned 
that  it  had  been  offered  to  him  in  the  place,  and  that  he  should  set  out  for  Paris 
the  next  morning.  As  to  the  behaviour  of  M*"  D'Acosta  and  D""  Franklin  to  him 
on  that  occasion,  he  sent  to  the  Executive  the  copies  of  his  letters  to  them,  and 
their  answers,  to  which  he  refers  whoever  should  have  a  mind  to  be  informed  of  it. 

From,  on  board  the  Johnston  Smith,  before  he  left  Virginia,  he  had  written 
to  M''  Madison,  that  the  season  being  so  far  advanced,  he  had  a  mind  not  to  wait 
untill  he  got  to  Italy,  to  propose  the  exchange  of  goods,  on  the  terms  expressed 
in  his  Instructions;  and  that  (least  he  should  be  taken,  and  of  course  be  obliged 
to  throw  his  papers  over  board)  he  had  interlined,  in  some  of  his  private  old 
papers,  the  cifer  and  the  substance  of  the  business  entrusted  to  him,  (in  such  a 
manner  that  nobody  could  make,  or  think  any  thing  of  what  he  had  scribl'd  in 
them)  in  order  he  might,  in  case  he  should  make  his  escape,  prepare  things  as  far 
as  possible,  by  the  time  he  should  receive  the  duplicates  of  his  Commissions  and 
Instructions. 

In  letter  S^^  dated  Paris,  4**"  March  1780,  he  wrote  that  he  had  done  so:  en- 
closed in  it  a  demonstration  of  the  impractibility  of  purchasing  the  goods  in 
France  on  the  terms  prescribed  to  him ;  signified  his  hope  of  succeeding  in  Italy; 
and  that  he  was  about  proposing  a  plan  there,  tending  to  encourage  the  people 
of  the  several  States  of  that  country  to  become  adventurers  in  the  American 
Trade,  pointing  out  the  various  advantages  we  should  derive  from  it.  He  added, 
that  the  said  plan  had  been  approved  of  by  D"^  Franklin,  who  had  promised  him 
his  assistance  in  it.  From  his  subsequent  letters  from  Paris  it  appears,  that  he 
could  not  obtain  it,  and  that  he  had  been  obliged  to  turn  himself  another  way.* 
In  those  letters  he  mentioned  the  substance  of  his  conversations  with  the  Doctor, 
on  the  above  mentioned  plan,  and  on  the  affair  of  the  Loan,  on  which  he  had 
been  ordered  in  his  written  Instructions  to  consult  him,  and  Avail  himself  of  his 
information  and  advice  relative  to  it;  but  did  not  chuse  to  say  his  opinion,  in 

*  In  letter  18,  dated  Paris  2.  June  1780,  he  observed  that  he  had  been  introduced  to  some  of  the 
French  Ministers,  and  to  the  king's  levey  by  the  Neopolitan  Ambassador.  [Footnote  in  Manu- 
script. ] 
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regard  to  the  motives  which  might  have  prevented  his  receiving  any  assistance 
from  that  quarter.  He  observed  however,  that  he  had  been  treated  by  that  Min- 
ister with  great  poHteness,  as  an  old  acquaintance ;  and  that  he  had  no  reason  to 
complain  of  partiality  on  other  particulars,  having  been  assured  that  every 
American  Gentleman,  who  had  been  sent  to  Europe  on  public  business,  had  met 
with  a  similar  reception. 

In  the  same  letter  he  repeated  (what  he  had  more  than  once  said  in  Virginia) 
that  to  encourage  the  Italians  to  become  adventurers,  it  was  necessary  to  let 
them  know  in  what  manner  they  could  employ  their  money  to  advantage  in  our 
Country;  as,  on  account  of  the  high  charges,  they  could  expect  no  profit,  but  by 
sending  rich  cargoes,  which  would  produce  in  America  a  much  greater  Value, 
than  what  they  might  fetch  back  in  the  same  Vessels.  He  therefore  signified  his 
want  of  information,  Congress  having  at  that  time  taken  a  step,  apt  to  occasion 
some  alteration  in  our  loan-of^ces.  The  following  passages  are  quoted  from  his 
letter  16,  dated  Paris  19^^^  May  1780: 

"It  is  obvious,  that  the  European  adventurers  cannot,  during  the  war,  fetch 
from  America  but  a  small  proportion  of  their  Capital.  My  intention  has  always 
been  to  persuade  them  to  leave  the  greatest  part  of  it  in  our  funds,  which  would 
be  the  means  of  interesting  them  in  our  welfare,  and  of  taking  a  great  deal  of 
paper  money  out  of  circulation.  The  late  resolutions  of  Congress,  tending  to  so 
great,  and  I  hope  advantageous  alteration  in  our  finances,  put  me  now  entirely 
at  a  stand.  I  am  not  only  unfit  to  propose  anything ;  but  likewise  unable  to  give 
satisfaction  to  any  question  on  the  subject,  untill  you  favor  me  with  a  clear,  and 
thorough  information  of  the  whole,  which  I  heartely  wish  may  soon  be  the  case. 
It  is  highly  necessary  that  I  should  be  acquainted  with  it,  as  well  as  with  any  new 
establishment  of  the  kind,  if  there  should  be  any  hereafter  in  the  Country.  I 
shall  take  it  as  a  particular  favor  if  you  will  be  at  the  trouble  of  informing  me 
with  the  new  laws,  relative  to  emigrants,  and  in  short,  with  every  Article  of 
our  Constitution,  and  new  Code  of  Laws,  apt  to  satisfy  the  minds  of  those,  who 
may  incline  to  become  our  countrymen.  I  have  already  been  applied  to  &c.  &c." 

He  requested  the  same  in  his  letters  from  Italy,  earnestly  pointing  out  to  the 
Executive  the  importance  of  such  an  information;  and  asked  it  as  a  favour  of 
his  Virginian  friends,  in  his  private  letters  to  them.  But  unfortunately  he  never 
obtained  that  satisfaction. 

In  regard  to  the  Loan,  he  was  empowered  to  give  five  P.  Cent.  Interest,  and 
not  to  allow  anything  for  charges.  It  is  useless  to  repeat  here  what  he  has  said 
to  the  Executive  on  the  subject,  to  prove  the  improbability  of  doing  the  business 
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on  those  terms,  if  even  the  whole  sum  could  be  had  of  one  person.*  He  concluded 
by  desiring,  that  they  would  show  to  the  Legislature  the  necessity  of  enlarging  his 
powers.  In  letter  13,  dated  Paris  21  April  1780 ;  he  signified  that  Doctor  Franklin 
had  informed  him  that  he  (the  Doctor)  had  unsuccessfully  tried  in  Genoa  to  raise 
money  for  Congress  at  six  P.  Cent,  and  that  the  opinion  of  the  Doctor  was,  that 
the  United  States  could  not  find  money  in  Europe  on  those  terms,  while  the 
European  Powers  offered  so  much  higher  premiums.  M"^  Mazzei  however  de- 
clared, in  the  same  letter,  his  hope  of  succeeding,  &  that  he  intended  to  set  out 
for  Italy,  as  soon  as  his  Finances  would  permit,  where  he  would  go  to  pave  the 
way  for  executing  such  orders,  as  he  might  hereafter  receive.  He  repeated  the 
necessity  of  having  his  powers  enlarged,  and  desired,  in  Case  the  Terms  on  which 
Congress  would  chuse  to  obtain  a  loan  should  not  be  agreeable  to  the  State,  that 
they  would  give  him  leave  to  Act  for  Congress.  As  to  his  finances,  he  had  given 
Notice  in  letter  12  that  M""  Penet  had  at  last  paid  him  the  6*''  of  April  in  Paris, 
(in  consequence  of  the  letter  of  Credit  he  had  received  of  the  State)  the  three 
hundred  Louis  D'Ors,  which  sum  was  not  even  equal  to  the  disburses  M""  Mazzei 
had  been  at  in  Nantes,  where  the  honor  of  the  State  had  induced  him  to  return  to 
M""  D'Acosta,  the  fifty  three  Louis  and  eighteen  Livres,  he  had  received  of  him 
on  account  of  it,  as  the  said  D'Acosta  pretended  to  keep  the  letter  of  Credit  for 
the  trifling  sum  he  had  advanced  upon  it.  Let  it  be  mentioned  that  in  the  same 
letter  M''  Mazzei  described  the  true  character  of  M""  Penet,  his  circumstances  and 
manner  of  living,  and  pressed  his  desire  that  the  power  of  borrowing  one  hundred 
thousand  pounds  on  the  Credit  of  the  State  might  be  withdrawn  from  him,  as 
soon  as  possible.  M""  Mazzei  in  letter  20,  dated  Paris  22^^  June  1780,  having 
found  the  means  of  paying  his  debts  in  that  city,  &  continuing  his  journey,  gave 
notice  that  he  was  going  to  set  out  for  Italy,  and  begged  again  to  be  relieved  from 
his  critical  Situation.  In  letter  4,  dated  Nantes  18.  December  1779,  he  had  de- 
sired that  in  case  they  could  not  by  any  means  assist  him  with  money,  they  would 
at  least  send  him  an  ostensible  letter  calculated  to  encourage  Others  to  do  it.  He 
arrived  in  Genoa  the  fourteenth  of  July,  from  whence  he  wrote  the  19*^  of  August, 
in  letter  21 ;  that  some  money  might  probably  be  obtained  there  at  5  P.  Cent. 
Interest,  allowing  three  or  four  P.  Cent  for  all  charges,  once  for  ever,  which 
rendered  the  loan  much  cheaper  to  the  borrower  than  one  P.  Cent  Annually,  as 
it  had  been  offered  for  charges  by  Doctor  Franklin. 


*  It  was  expected,  for  various  circumstances,  that  the  whole  sum  of  the  loan  might  be  obtained 
of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany,  which  induced  several  Gentlemen  of  the  Executive  to  think,  that 
there  would  be  no  occasion  to  pay  anything  for  charges,  though  from  their  Instructions  they 
appeared  to  be  sensible  that  the  business  must  be  conducted  through  some  secret  and  circuitous 
methods,  for  obvious  reasons ;  and  declared  that  the  money  was  to  be  drawn  in  Bills  of  Exchange, 
which  it  could  not  be  supposed  that  a  sovereign  would  accept  and  pay.    [Footnote  in  manuscript.] 
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Let  it  be  observed  that  the  conditions  were  even  easier  than  those  M""  Adams  ^ 
has  obtained  in  Holland,  though  he  has  been  favored  for  one  half  P.  Cent.  If  the 
trouble  of  perusing  all  his  letters  to  the  Executive  should  not  be  deemed  too 
great,  that  would  be  the  best  way  of  viewing  in  its  true  light  his  situation  during 
the  whole  time  of  his  absence,  and  the  services  he  might  have  rendered,  had  he 
only  been  furnished  with  the  requisite  powers  &  Informations ;  as  in  regard  to 
money,  he  has  found  the  means  to  supply  himself  'till  his  return  to  Virginia, 
without  engaging  the  Credit  of  the  state  for  a  single  Farthing.  However,  the 
whole  of  his  letter  22,  the  first  he  wrote  from  Florence,  the  20*^^  of  October  1780, 
may  be  transcribed  here,  it  being  but  short,  and  conclusive  on  several  Topicks  : 

"In  letter  20,  dated  Paris,  June  22^^  I  said  that  I  should  set  out  for  Genoa  and 
Florence,  and  do  all  my  endeavors  to  pave  the  way  for  executing  such  orders 
as  I  might  receive.  So  I  have  done,  and  with  as  much  success  in  both  places,  as 
I  could  almost  wish,  considering  that  I  have  nothing  to  show  to  corroborate  what 
I  say  in  regard  to  my  Commissions.  I  have  greatly  lessen'd  here  and  there  the 
Credit  of  British  reports  to  our  disadvantage ;  and  had  I  my  powers,  a  loan  office 
would  probably  have  been  opened  in  Genoa  to  take  in  subscriptions  for  us  before 
I  left  it.  Some  money  men  there,  and  an  eminent  Merchant  were  determined 
to  send  you  on  your  terms  the  goods  I  was  ordered  to  purchase  for  Tobacco,  and 
to  make  use  of  the  Emperor's  flag,  which  they  say  they  can  easily  obtain;  but 
they  wanted  to  be  assured,  that  after  so  long  an  interval,  you  might  not  have 
altered  your  mind.  This  you  know,  Sir,  is  more  than  I  can  do ;  and  my  ignorance 
of  the  footing,  on  which  our  State  and  Continental  loan  offices  are  at  present, 
puts  out  of  my  power  to  encourage  adventurers  in  any  thing,  as  they  cannot  expect 
an  advantage  by  it,  unless  they  send  a  much  larger  Capital  than  they  can  fetch 
back,  for  the  reasons  I  mentioned  in  letter  8 ;  and  I  cannot  tell  them  how  they 
can  now  dispose  of  their  money  in  America.  Here,  where  I  am  since  the  13  of 
September,  I  have  been  assured  that  everything  will  be  done  in  our  favour  which 
prudently  can  be  done.  It  is  very  mortifying  for  me  to  be  still  deprived  of  my 
Commissions  and  Instructions ;  and  was  not  my  Character  well  Known,  it  is 
probable  that  I  should  be  looked  upon  as  an  impostor,  since  so  many  ships  are 
arrived  from  America,  and  even  from  Virginia,  without  ever  a  letter  for  me.   I 

2  In  July,  1780,  Mr.  Adams  set  out  from  Paris  for  Amsterdam.  His  chief  motive  was  to  try  the 
financial  prospects,  to  see  what  chance  there  was  for  the  colonies  to  delve  into  the  treasure  chests 
and  deep  pockets  of  the  rich  bankers  and  money  lenders  of  the  Low  Countries.  He  found  prevalent 
only  ignorance  concerning  the  conditions  and  resources  of  his  country,  and  that  it  was  of  no  use 
to  talk  of  loans  until  he  could  substitute  for  this  lack  of  knowledge  abundant  and  favorable  infor- 
mation. Meanwhile  he  received  from  Congress  direct  authority  for  engaging  a  loan.  But  just  at 
this  time  the  English  captured  some  papers  disagreeably  compromising  the  relations  of  the  Dutch 
with  Great  Britain.  The  Dutch  cowered  in  alarm;  and  for  a  time  all  chance  of  borrowing  money 
disappeared. 
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must  soon  return  to  Genoa,  to  keep  in  good  humour  our  new  friends,  as  writing 
alone  don't  answer  the  purpose  as  well  as  I  could  wish.  I  shall  soon  after  come 
back,  and  then  go  to  Rome,  Naples,  and  Sicilly,  having  been  assured,  that  some- 
thing can  be  done  in  all  those  places.  Untill  I  receive  your  posotive  orders,  I  have 
no  other  rule  to  go  by,  than  to  act  to  the  best  of  my  judgment.  You  know,  Sir, 
my  situation,  and  my  feelings  for  my  Country.  To  be  deprived  of  the  power  of 
being  of  real  service  at  this  time  is  cruel,  and  my  state  of  uncertainty  gives  me 
more  uneasiness  than  I  can  express.  Permit  me  to  remind  you.  Sir,  that  I  live  on 
credit ;  I  wish  at  least  that  I  may  not  be  censured  by  my  countrymen,  which  I 
dare  say,  will  not  be  the  case,  if  they  are  fairly  informed  of  my  actions  and  true 
situation,  ever  since  I  left  Virginia.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  most  respectfully, 
&c.  &c.  .  ." 

The  day  before  he  had  written  to  M""  John  Adams,  as  follows  — 
"After  M""  Celesia  ^  left  Genoa,  I  remained  there  some  time,  and  had  success 
towards  disposing  the  people  in  our  favour.  But  what  can  I  do  my  dear  Sir, 
without  powers  to  act,  and  even  anything  to  show  ?  I  find  however,  that  in  Money 
matter  they  incline  more  to  deal  with  Congress,  than  with  a  separate  state.  Pray, 
sir,  take  the  trouble  of  writing  to  M""  Jefferson,  and  other  friends,  and  procure 
that  I  may  not  be  kept  here  inactive,  at  the  time  of  our  greatest  wants." 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  letter  24,  dated  Leghorn,  S^^  April  1781,  in 
which  he  included  the  translation  of  several  passages  in  a  dissertation  of  the  then 
situation  of  the  belligerent  Nations,  written  by  him  for  the  Grand  Duke  of 
Tuscany,  and  sent  afterwards  to  several  parts  of  Europe,  with  the  intent  of 
spreading  such  notions  as  could  tend  to  influence  Men  in  power  in  our  favour.  — 
"I  beg  leave  to  copy  for  your  perusal  part  of  a  letter  I  wrote  to  M""  John  Adams, 
a  few  days  before  the  news  came  of  the  loss  of  the  Dutch  in  the  West-Indies, 
as  it  chiefly  contains  what  I  think  my  duty  to  communicate  to  you."  Your  much 
estemmed  letter,  dated  Amsterdam  January  18.  which  on  account  of  my  late  jour- 
nies  was  sent  after  me  from  Florence  to  Pisa,  Leghorn  and  Genoa,  and  from 
Genoa  to  Florence  again,  Pisa,  and  Leghorn,  has  at  last  found  me  here.  I  had 
imagined  that  in  consequence  of  M''  Lauren's'*  misfortune,  you  would  of  your 

3  Celesia,  Pietro  Paolo,  Genoese,  whom  Mazzei  had  known  intimately  in  London  years  before, 
when  Celesia  was  Minister  of  his  Republic.  Mazzei  consulted  his  friend  concerning  the  object 
of  his  mission,  and  Celesia  was  of  much  assistance  to  him.  —  Mazzei,  Vita,  p.  450-454. 

"^  Laurens,  Henry,  1724—92.  American  patriot  of  Huguenot  descent,  was  born  in  Charleston, 
South  Carolina.  In  1780  he  was  sent  to  Holland  to  negotiate  a  loan,  but  was  captured  en  route 
by  a  British  vessel;  and,  in  1780-81,  was  imprisoned  in  the  Tower,  London,  where  he  was  treated 
with  considerable  severity.  Subsequently  he  was  one  of  the  American  peace  commissioners  in  Paris, 
and  signed  the  preliminary  treaty  (November,  1782).  Among  the  papers  taken  when  he  was  cap- 
tured in  1780  was  a  proposed  treaty  between  Congress  and  Amsterdam,  which  served  as  a  pretext 
for  England's  declaration  of  war  against  Holland. 
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own  accord  continue  in  Holland  longer  than  you  at  first  intended,  and  am  glad  to 
hear,  that  you  have  been  ordered  so  to  do,  as  I  hope  it  will  be  for  our  good.  At 
least,  if  any  good  is  to  be  made  of  the  Dutch,  you  are  in  my  opinion  the  properest 
person  to  bring  them  to  it.  You  will  probably  persuade  them  to  lend  us  some  of 
their  money,  but  you  won't,  I  am  afraid,  so  easily  succeed  to  raise  up  their  martial 
Spirits.  By  your  letter  it  seems,  that  you  have  a  better  notion  of  their  warlike 
operations,  than  I  have.  If  you  could  tell  me  an3^hing  agreeable,  on  that,  or  any 
other  Account,  I  wish  you  would  do  it,  and  I  assure  you.  Sir,  that  I  am  far  from 
assuming  to  trouble  you  to  satisfy  my  curiosity.  I  am  confident,  that  I  can  turn 
to  good  account  any  information  of  things,  which  are  likely  to  be  of  service, 
directly,  or  indirectly,  to  our  glorious  Cause.  In  answer  to  your  question  on  the 
probability  of  borrowing  money  in  Italy  for  the  United  States,  by  the  Authority 
of  Congress,  I  beg  leave  to  offer  to  your  consideration  what  I  wrote  on  the 
subject  to  my  State  in  letter  21  and  22,  the  first  copies  of  which  I  had  enclosed 
to  you,  and  were  in  consequence  of  your  Absence  forwarded  to  America  by  M*" 
Dana.  At  Genoa  I  have  been  eye-witness  to  the  large  sums  those  people  have 
lately  employed  in  France.  They  have  even  put  some  money  in  England.  They 
won't  keep  it  unemployed,  and  have  been  tempted  by  the  advantageous  Annuities 
of  France,  and  the  high  Interest  given  by  the  other.  I  can  not  as  yet  succeed  to 
persuade  them,  that  England  cannot  continue  much  longer  to  pay  the  interest 
of  such  an  exorbitant  Debt.  The  virginity  of  that  Government  in  point  of  bank- 
ruptcy, is  of  so  great  a  service  to  them,  that  many  people  won't  open  their  eyes 
to  look  at  the  impossibility  of  continuing  so;  and  I  dare  say  you  can  find  many 
such  where  you  are.  I  am  of  opinion  that  some  money  may  be  borrowed  in  Italy, 
notwithstanding  the  large  Quantity  which  has  been  employed  since  I  arrived  ;  but 
in  order  that  I  may  persuade  them  to  it,  it  is  requisite  that  1  should  be  well 
acquainted,  as  I  have  often  repeated,  with  the  present  system  ot  our  Finances,  and 
the  Situation  and  prospect  of  our  affairs  in  general.  In  mine  of  the  19  October, 
I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  the  people  here  inclined  to  lend  their  money 
rather  to  Congress,  than  to  an  individual  state ;  but  if  I  should  have  the  honor  of 
serving  the  United  States  in  such  business,  I  wish  that  you  would  first  undertake 
to  justify  my  conduct  wath  the  Executive  of  Virginia  (by  whom  I  was  sent  chiefly 
to  borrow  money  for  our  State)  although  I  have  not  as  yet  received  the  duplicates 
of  my  Commissions.  "I  should  be  at  a  loss  v/hat  to  do  ( if  I  was  requested  to  act  for 
Congress)  between  the  danger  of  losing  the  opportunity  of  serving  our  common 
Cause,  and  the  possibility  of  displeasing  you,  was  I  to  act  before  I  had  your  leave 
to  do  it.  This  is  another  reason,  in  addition  to  the  great  many  and  powerful  I 
already  had,  to  desire  you  would  honour  me  Avith  your  commands  without  further 
delay. ["]  In  letter  25,  dated  8,  August  1781,  he  gave  notice  of  having  just  re- 
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ceived  the  duplicates  of  his  Commissions  and  Instructions,  with  four  letters  from 
the  Governor,  and  one  from  the  Board  of  Trade,  which  papers  (he  understood 
afterwards)  had  arrived  at  Nantes  in  the  Fair-Rodrigue,^  in  the  month  of  July  the 
preceding  year.  They  had  been  left  at  M""  Favi's  (the  Tuscan  agent  at  Paris) 
the  21  of  July,  ultimo  by  an  unknown  person,  and  without  any  message ;  so  that 
M*"  Favi  wrote  to  M""  Mazzei,  that  he  knew  not  who  had  sent  them  to  his  house. 
M""  Favi  was  the  person,  to  whom  Doctor  Franklin  had  promised  M''  Mazzei, 
before  he  left  Paris,  to  send  all  Letters  and  papers  he  should  receive  for  him. 
That  Gentleman  had  taken  the  trouble  to  put  his  Excellency  in  mind  of  it,  and 
having  changed  his  lodgings,  had  given  him  his  new  direction  in  writing.  In  a 
letter,  dated  Paris,  10  March  1781,  M^  Favi  wrote  to  M''  Mazzei,  "Having  not 
received  the  letter  announced  to  me  by  Doctor  Franklin,  I  think  as  you  do  &c." 
M""  Favi's  letter  induced  M''  Mazzei  to  write  to  the  Doctor  the  following,  which 
his  Excellency  must  have  rec^  about  7  weeks  before  the  papers  in  Question  were 
left  at  M''  Favi's,  and  to  which  no  answer  was  given. 

,,g.  Florence,  24.  May  1781. 

'T  understood  a  long  time  since,  that  your  Excellency  had  received  a  letter 
for  me  from  America,  and  had  been  so  obliging  as  to  tell  M""  Favi  at  Versailles, 
that  you  would  take  the  trouble  of  sending  it  to  him,  in  consequence  of  which 
he  had  given  you  his  direction.  Having  heard  nothing  more  of  it  as  yet,  I  am  apt 
to  think,  that  there  must  have  been  some  misunderstanding,  to  clear  which,  I  hope 
you  will  excuse  me  for  the  liberty  I  take  of  addressing  myself  to  you,  as  well  as 
for  the  trouble  I  gave  you  with  my  preceding  from  Genoa,  by  M''  Celesia,  whom 
I  hope  you  found  to  be  worth  your  acquaintance.  M*"  Favi,  who  has  succeeded 
his  uncle  Abbe  Niccoli,  in  the  Tuscan  Agency,  lives  "aW hotel  de  Miraheaii  rue  de 
Seine  faub.  S'  Jermain,"  where  I  wish  you  would  please  to  direct  your  commands 
for  me,  the  honour  of  which  I  would  receive  with  pleasure  at  any  time,  and  do  my 
best  endeavours  to  execute  them  to  your  satisfaction.  I  would  be  extremely 
obliged  to  your  Excellency,  for  the  favour  of  the  last  accounts  of  our  American 
affairs,  especially  in  the  Southern  States ;  and  I  have  the  honour  to  be  most  Re- 
spectfully, (,o. 

"Your  Excellency's  &c." 

M"^  Mazzei,  after  the  reception  of  the  papers,  signified  to  the  Executive  that  he 
would  spare  no  trouble  to  find  out  the  cause  of  such  a  delay ;  and  from  his  follow- 
ing letters  it  appears,  that  Doctor  Franklin  never  honoured  him  with  an  answer 

5  Fair  Rodrigtie,  the  ship  of  war  belonging  to  Baron  de  Beaumarchais,  who,  with  the  permission 
of  the  French  Government,  had  long  been  supplying  the  Americans  with  arms,  clothing,  etc.  See 
Beaumarchais  and  his  Times,  by  Louis  de  Lomenie. 
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on  that  subject,  and  that  the  answers  of  M*"  Penet  were  evasive.  He  concluded 
that  they  must  have  been  retarded  in  the  hands- of  both  the  said  gentlemen,  on 
which  supposition  the  Doctor  himself,  in  a  conversation  with  M""  Mazzei  in  the 
Spring  last,  convinc'd  him  that  he  had  not  been  mistaken.  M""  Mazzei,  in  letter 
25,  above  mentioned,  took  notice  that  the  Board  of  Trade,  in  their  letter,  had 
forbidden  him  to  purchase  the  Goods  for  the  Army,  on  the  terms  prescribed  in 
his  instructions,  without  empowering  him  to  contract  on  any  other;  and  that 
certain  Instructions  for  executing  some  business  intended  at  first  to  be  transacted 
by  M*"  Smith,  as  mentioned  in  one  of  the  Governour's  letters,  were  not  in  the 
bundle  of  papers,  which,  by  the  Account  he  had  of  it  from  M""  Favi,  must  have 
been  opened,  as  he  exprest  in  a  subsequent  letter.  He  repeated  that  nothing  could 
be  done  in  regard  to  the  Loan,  without  new  powers,  and  foretold  that  the  money 
which  the  Governour,  in  one  of  his  letters,  dated  Richmond  31  May,  1780,  ordered 
him  to  draw  on  Mess.  Penet  &  Co.,  would  not  be  paid.  The  beginning  of  his 
following  letter  N°  26,  dated  Florence,  2,  October,  1781,  verified  the  prophecy, 
and  exprest  the  difficulty  of  finding  money  for  his  maintenance  much  longer, 
without  injuring  the  Credit  of  the  State.  It  was  as  follows  ""My  Bill  drawn  by 
your  Excellency's  order,  on  Mess""  Penet,  D'Acosta,  Freres  &  C°.,  has  been  pro- 
tested. I  am  at  a  loss  what  to  do.  It  was  my  intention  to  tell  my  circumstances  to 
this  Sovereign,  and  was  I  to  do  it,  I  think  I  might  obtain  what  I  want ;  but  am 
afraid  of  prejudicing  the  Affair  of  the  Loan,  lest  the  difficulty  I  must  confess 
of  receiving  remittances  for  my  maintenance,  should  raise  doubts  on  the  possi- 
bility of  paying  the  Annual  Interest  in  time  of  war,  which  I  am  instructed  to 
engage  for." 

Not  to  make  an  Extract  of  too  many  letters,  it  will  be  proper  to  read  the  31, 
from  beginning  to  end,  though  it  is  long,  as  it  contains  a  kind  of  detail  of  what 
had  past  'till  the  Epoch  it  was  written  and  leads  to  several  conjectures,  apt  to  make 
us  see  things  in  their  true  light. 

Llis  Excellency  Thomas  Jefferson,  Esq''  Governor  of  Virginia. 
"Sir, 

"Near  five  months  being  elapsed,  since  the  capitulation  of  Cornwallis,  and 
several  Vessells  being  arrived  in  France  from  America,  and  even  from  Virginia, 
which  sailed  after  that  Epoch,  I  find  myself  greatly  disappointed,  and  mortifyed, 
by  your  Excellency's  silence.  I  do  not  complain  for  having  been  neglected  before 
that  time,  while  the  situation  of  affairs  in  Virginia  must  have  taken  up  the  whole 
attention  of  Government  within  the  boundaries  of  the  State.  It  is  probable  that 
my  new  Instructions  be  not  as  yet  prepared,  owing  to  the  necessity  of  getting 
new  powers  from  the  Legislature.  It  may  be  that  it  has  not  been  possible  to  send 
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me  yet  some  remittances.  But  I  must  beg  leave  to  say,  that  it  would  have  been 
very  easy  to  relieve  me  from  the  present  distressed  state  of  uncertainty  with  a 
few  lines.  I  have  so  often  said  all  I  could  think  of,  to  prevent  People  of  Importance 
deriving  disadvantageous  conjectures  from  the  silence  of  my  countrymen  to  me, 
that  I  am  at  last  reduced  to  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  owning,  that  I  cannot 
conceive  it  myself.  My  situation  is  indeed  very  humiliating ! 

"I  have  had  accounts  of  the  arrival  of  Vessells  in  America,  in  which  two  copies, 
at  least,  were  sent  of  every  one  of  my  letters  from  number  1  to  24.  In  letter  6, 
dated  Nantz  February  18,  1780,  I  gave  your  Exce^  a  full  account  of  M"" 
D'Acosta's  evasive,  and  scandalous  behaviour,  which  was  testifyed  by  the  Cor- 
respondence between  him  and  me,  therein  enclosed.  His  character  myst  have 
appeared  in  still  worse  light  to  you,  on  account  of  his  having  so  much  imposed 
on  me  at  first,  as  to  induce  me  to  write  so  favorably  of  him,  as  I  did  in  letter  1, 
dated  Nantes  27  Is^ovember,  1779.  In  letter  13,  dated  Paris,  April  20,  1780,  I 
demonstrated,  as  I  had  hinted  in  letter  6,  that  M"  Penet  stood  on  a  very  precarious 
footing,  and  added  that  his  conduct  was  not  at  all  laudable,  and  that  we  ought  to 
be  on  our  guard  with  him.  In  letter  8,  dated  4  March  1 780,  I  had  mentioned  that 
some  of  my  letters  had  been  intercepted,  both  in  Nantz,  and  Paris ;  declared  that 
I  apprehended  from  certain  People  in  Nantz,  every  thing  that  was  roguish  and 
infamous;  and  desired  that  my  letters  might  be  sent  under  cover  to  M""  Mark 
Lynch,  merchant  in  Nantz,  or  Doctor  Franklin.  In  regard  to  the  Doctor,  from 
the  correspondence  between  him  and  me,  the  copy  of  which  I  enclosed  to  your 
Excellency  in  letter  6, 1  had  no  reason  to  expect  that  he  would  go  much  out  of  his 
way  to  serve  me,  or  indeed  (by  what  I  had  already  heard,  and  understood  after- 
wards) to  serve  any  other  American  in  Europe ;  but  did  not  believe  that  he  would 
think  it  too  much  trouble  to  give,  or  send,  to  M""  Favi,  the  Tuscan  Agent  at  Paris, 
the  letters  which  might  be  directed  to  him  for  me,  as  soon  as  he  should  receive 
them ;  especially  as  he  had  agreed  to  it,  had  been  very  kind  to  me  the  two  first 
months  I  was  in  Paris,  and  had  expressed  a  great  satisfaction  that  I  had  not  taken 
amiss  his  backwardness  to  assist  me,  when  I  had  applied  to  him  from  Nantes. 
However,  after  considering  what  had  past  between  him  and  me,  as  exprest  in 
letter  13,  14,  and  20,  dated  Paris  21  April,  3  May,  and  22  June  1780;  reflecting 
on  his  age,  and  philosophical  indifference,  for  which  reason  perhaps  his  nephew 
appeared  to  have  the  whole  management  of  every  thing;  and  being  uneasy  for 
having  not  yet  received  the  honor  of  a  line  from  your  Excellency,  I  resolved  to 
desire,  as  I  did  in  letter  23,  dated  Florence  5  January  1781,  that  my  letters  might 
be  directed  to  the  said  M""  Lynch,  or  M""  John  Adams,  or  M""  Favi.  And  in  letter 
24,  dated  Leghorn  8  April  1781,  M""  Adams  being  then  in  Holland,  and  con- 
sidering that  M""  Lynch  was  more  conveniently  situated  than  any  other,  had 
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correspondents  in  all  the  neighbouring  sea-ports,  and  could  easily  send  them  safe 
to  M*"  Favi,  I  desired  that  they  might  always  be  enclosed  to  him.  One  copy  of  said 
letter  24,  was  sent  in  each  of  the  following  vessels,  viz.  in  the  Active  Captain 
Barne  for  Boston,  in  the  Nonsuch  captain  Wells,  and  in  the  Somerset  Captain 
Jones  for  Baltimore,  and  in  the  Amiable  Elizabeth.  The  last  only  was  taken,  and 
the  three  first  arrived  safe.  Had  any  letter  for  me,  enclosed  to  M""  Lynch,  ever 
arrived  in  Europe  I  should  certainly  have  received  it  safe  through  the  channel 
of  M*"  Favi.  Young  M""  Mason  receives  letters  from  his  father^  and  friends;  all 
other  Americans  (by  what  I  know)  are  equally  lucky;  and  I  am  the  only  un- 
fortunate one,  to  my  knowledge.  Permit  me  to  repeat.  Sir,  that  my  situation  is 
really  very  humiliating, 

"In  regard  to  the  principal  object  of  my  Mission,  your  Excellency  must  have 
seen  in  the  said  letter  13,  that  the  loan  could  not  be  obtained  within  the  limits  of 
my  powers,  not  being  authorized  to  give  more  than  five  P.  Cent  Interest,  while 
Doctor  Franklin  had  unsuccessfully  offered  six  for  Congress.  In  letter  21,  dated 
Genoa  19  August  1780, 1  said  that  in  my  last  conversation  with  the  Doctor  I  had 
understood;  that  one  out  of  the  six  had  been  intended  for  Commissions,  brok- 
erage, and  other  expences ;  and  added  that  I  had  found  in  Genoa,  that  three,  or  4 
P.  Cent  at  first,  once  for  ever,  would  have  been  enough  for  the  said  charges ; 
which  would  come  much  cheaper  to  the  borrower  than  one  P.  Cent  annually. 
But  as  I  was  empowered,  as  I  am  still,  to  give  only  5  P.  Cent,  interest  and  not 
to  allow  any  thing  for  charges,  I  could  not  have  procured  the  loan,  had  I  even  had 
at  that  time  the  duplicates  of  my  first  Commissions ;  which  were  not  sent  to  me 
but  after  they  had  been  a  year  in  France,  as  I  mentioned  in  letter  25,  dated 
Florence  8  August  1781,  and  proved  with  documents  in  letter  29,  dated  Florence 
4  January  1782.  From  your  own  knowledge  of  European  affairs,  you  must  be 
sensible.  Sir,  that  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  a  loan  becomes  greater  every  day, 
and  still  more  so  the  obtaining  it  on  our  terms.  The  terms  of  annuities  lately 
offered  by  the  king  of  France  are  such,  that  I  expect  the  Genoese  will  employ 
there  every  shilling  they  have ;  and  the  Grand  Duke  has  lately  disposed  of  his 
money  to  pay  off  a  great  part  of  the  debt  left  by  the  family  of  Medici's,  which 
did  bear  an  interest  of  only  3  P.  Cent.  It  is  very  cruel,  Sir,  that  I  should  have 
been  so  long  in  Europe,  without  powers  to  act,  when  I  had  so  fair  a  prospect 
of  succeeding  compleatly  in  a  business,  in  which,  if  even  I  should  succeed  whenever 
I  shall  now  receive  my  new  powers,  there  will  hardly  be  a  chance  for  obtaining 

6  Mason,  George,  1725-1792.  American  statesman,  born  in  Fairfax  county,  Virginia.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Virginia  Committee  of  Safety,  from  August  to  December,  1775,  and  of  the  Virginia 
Convention  in  1775  to  1776.  In  1776  he  drew  up  the  Virginia  Constitution  and  the  famous  Bill  of 
Rights,  a  radically  democratic  document  which  had  great  influence  on  American  political  institu- 
tions. He  was  a  member  of  the  Virginia  House  of  Delegates  (1776-88). 
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the  whole  sum,  the  terms  will  be  harder,  and  the  service  probably  of  much  less 
importance  to  us,  than  it  would  have  been  in  time  past.  From  letter  22,  dated 
Florence  20  October  1780,  it  appears  that  had  I  had  my  first  Commissions  and 
Instructions,  I  might  have  sent  you  the  goods,  I  had  been  ordered  to  purchase, 
on  your  own  terms.  But  when  I  received  the  duplicates  of  them  the  summer  last, 
there  was  in  the  same  bundle  a  letter  from  the  Board  of  Trade  forbidding  me  to 
contract  on  those  terms,  without  empowering  me  to  contract  on  any  other.  In 
regard  to  the  business  intended  at  first  to  be  transacted  by  M""  Smith,  and  after- 
wards by  me,  as  mentioned  in  Your  Excellency's  letter  of  12  May  1780, 1  already 
signified  in  letter  25,  dated  Florence  8  August  1781,  that  I  have  received  no  in- 
structions relative  to  it.  Consequently  I  do  not  know  the  nature  of  the  business, 
and  see  my  hands  tied  up  in  every  respect.  I  have  not  even  had  in  my  power  to 
encourage  adventurers,  which  I  could  have  done,  had  I  been  informed  of  the 
actual  state  of  our  loan  offices,  a  favor  I  have  so  often  requested. 

"As  to  my  finances,  I  shall  not  repeat  what  I  have  said  on  the  subject  in  many 
letters.  Your  excellency  knows  very  well  that  I  have  not  even  received  the  money 
you  authorized  me  to  draw  on  Mess*"  Penet,  D'Acosta,  &  C°,  since  the  31  of  May 
1780.  I  have  lived  too  long  already  on  my  own  Credit.  My  honor  is  at  stake. 
You  know  that  I  have  not  applied  to  this  Sovereign  for  assistance,  not  to  hurt  the 
credit  of  our  State,  as  I  have  exprest  in  letter  26,  dated  Florence  2  October  1781. 
Plow  distrest  my  situation  must  be,  your  Excellency  will  more  easily  conceive 
than  I  can  describe.  I  shall  put  an  end  to  this  letter  by  desiring  most  earnestly, 
that  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  let  me  have  the  honour  of  your  commands 
without  delay,  and  to  order  that  a  number  of  duplicates  proportioned  to  the  risque 
be  made  out,  and  shipt  by  the  first  opportunities,  from  any  part  of  the  Continent. 
If  it  is  thought  that  I  can  yet  be  of  service  in  Europe,  that  the  honor  of  being 
employed  in  the  public  service  should  continue  upon  me,  and  that  the  situation 
of  our  affairs  do  not  permit  you  to  furnish  me  as  yet  the  means  of  subsistence, 
I  only  ask  for  an  ostensible  letter  (conceived  in  a  manner  as  to  raise  no  doubts 
in  regard  to  the  possibility  of  paying  the  annual  interest  of  the  loan)  with  which 
I  think  I  could  be  supplied,  as  I  have  often  said,  by  this  Sovereign,  whose  friend- 
ship for  us  is  great,  and  whose  partial  curiosity  I  had  the  mortification  never  to 
be  able  to  satisfy  with  direct  American  News,  which  is  the  first  thing  he  asks 
every  time  he  sees  me.  But  in  case  it  should  be  resolved  otherwise,  I  must  beg  the 
favor  of  an  immediate  remittance,  to  enable  me  to  discharge  with  honour  my 
engagements  in  Europe,  and  to  return  to  my  home.  I  make  no  doubt  but  your 
Excellency  will  think,  that  I  have  a  right  to  expect  one,  or  the  other ;  and  in  the 
meantime  I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Sir,  Your  Excellency's  &c. 
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"P.  S.  I  take  the  liberty  to  enclose,  in  the  first  and  second  copies  of  this  letter, 
three  of  the  pieces  I  have  written  in  Europe  concerning  our  American  afifairs. 
They  are  those  which  have  made  the  deeper  and  more  general  impression  in  our 
favour.  You  will  observe  in  the  first  of  them,  concerning  the  justice  of  our  Cause, 
that  I  only  touch  those  points,  apt  to  satisfy  Sovereignty.  It  was  not  my  intention 
to  prove  by  it  the  sacred  rights  of  mankind.  I  had  great  reason  for  doing  so ;  and 
can  boast  of  as  good  success  as  I  could  wish.  In  regard  to  the  insuffiency  you  will 
observe  in  those  three  pieces,  and  particularly  in  the  first,  you  must  consider,  Sir, 
that  I  have  not  had  a  book,  or  a  friend  to  consult." 

In  letter  33,  dated  Florence  26  April  1 782,  the  first  directed  to  Governor  Harrison, 
he  makes  an  apology  for  directing  to  him  as  Governour,  having  not  been  officially 
informed  of  his  election  to  the  place  of  first  Magistrate  in  our  Republic ;  "which 
(he  continues)  I  wish  had  been  the  case,  for  several  reasons,  too  obvious  to  need 
mentioning."  This  want  of  information  did  humiliate  him  much  more  than  all 
the  neglect  he  had  heretofore  experienced.  The  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany,  and 
other  people  of  Importance  there,  had  more  than  once  asked  him  if  it  was  true 
that  M*"  Jefferson  was  no  more  a  Governor,  to  whom  he  had  always  answer'd 
that,  having  received  no  such  account,  he  took  the  report  to  be  an  English  story, 
as  usual.  Whether  his  Credit  and  honour  did,  or  did  not  suffer  by  it,  cannot 
be  ascertained ;  but  he  is  apt  to  think  it  did ;  therefore  he  requests  of  his  country 
a  public  declarition,  apt  to  clear  him  from  suspicions  injurious  to  his  Character. 
The  nineteenth  of  July  following,  in  letter  34,  he  signified  his  determination 
to  return  to  Virginia.  Let  us  read  it. 
ugjj.  Florence  19  July  1782. 

"The  impropriety  of  a  farther  use  of  my  cypher,  after  having  been  informed  by 
Col.  James  Madison  that  it  was  lost  during  the  last  invasion  in  Virginia,  prevented 
my  writing  to  your  Excellency,  the  28  ultimo,  a  piece  of  Intelligence  which 
prudence  did  not  permit  me  to  venture  cross  the  Atlantic  in  plain  language.  And 
as  it  appeared  to  me  that  Congress  ought  to  be  acquainted  with  it,  I  sent  it  to 
M""  Adams  in  Holland,  to  whom  I  wrote  the  following  paragraph. 

"If  your  Excellency  should  think  proper  to  send  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  America, 
I  beg  the  favor  that  a  copy  of  the  same  may  be  sent  from  Congress  to  the  Gover- 
nour and  Council  of  Virginia,  whom  I  wish  to  be  likewise  informed  that,  in 
consequence  of  the  above  conversation  with  this  Sovereign,  I  have  thought  proper 
to  take  my  leave  of  him,  which  I  have  done  with  a  good  grace,  having  had  his 
permission  to  write  to  him  in  a  direct  line  from  all  parts,  whenever  I  shall  think 
it  requisite,  and  his  promise  of  returning  me  an  answer,  when  the  purport  of 
my  letters  should  require  it. 
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"As  soon  as  the  great  heat  of  the  present  season  is  a  little  abated,  and  will 
permit  me  to  undertake  a  journey,  I  intend  to  set  out  for  Holland  to  see  and 
consult  M*"  Adams,  from  thence  to  go  to  France,  and  get  a  passage  to  return 
to  Virginia,  unless  I  should  receive  before  that  time  your  Excellency's  commands 
to  remain  in  Europe.  It  gives  me  pain  to  be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  taking 
such  a  step  without  an  order  from  my  superiors ;  but,  considering  that  I  am  left, 
without  subsistence,  and  even  without  a  letter  from  them,  I  hope  to  be  excused, 
at  least  in  point  of  equity.  And  besides,  if  your  Excellency  should  have  thought 
proper  to  honour  me  with  your  commands,  in  answer  to  my  preceding  of  the  26 
of  April  last,  they  will  almost  certainly  reach  me,  before  I  take  a  passage  to  return 
home.  I  have  the  honour  in  the  mean  time  to  be  most  respectfully, 

"Sir, 

"Your  Excellency's,  &c." 

The  31.  August,  being  still  in  Florence,  he  received  his  letter  of  recall,  to  which 
he  answered  as  follows. 
"Sir,  Florence  6,  September  1782. 

"I  have  been  honoured  with  a  letter  from  your  Excellency,  containing  my 
recall  exprest  in  a  very  obliging  manner,  for  which  I  must  beg  your  Excellency 
and  the  other  Gentleman  of  the  Council  to  accept  my  hearty  thanks.  As  there 
is  no  date  to  it,  and  it  may  have  been  retarded  in  coming,  I  have  thought 
proper  to  have  the  day,  in  which  I  received  it,  certified  by  the  French  Minister 
at  this  Court,  in  whose  pocket  it  came  here  from  Versailles  the  31,  ultimo.  In  my 
preceding,  dated  19  July,  I  signified  to  your  Excellency  my  resolution  of  leaving 
this  Country  to  return  to  Virginia,  unless  I  should  receive  in  time  your  Orders 
to  the  contrary;  and  exprest  at  the  same  time  my  uneasiness  for  being  reduced 
to  the  necessity  of  taking  such  a  step  without  leave  from  my  superiors.  Therefore 
my  recall  has  afforded  me  a  great  satisfaction.  I  am  nevertheless  much  obliged 
to  your  Excellency,  for  the  delicacy  of  communicating  to  me  the  motive  of  it,  in 
consequence  of  which  you  are  pleased  to  say  that  you  presume  that  I  shall  not 
take  it  amiss.  First  of  all  it  is  my  duty  to  obey,  as  the  right  of  the  state  is  to  com- 
mand. Besides  that,  my  recall  eases  my  mind ;  the  cause  of  it  proceeds  from  what 
I  think  a  just,  prudent,  and  salutary  step;  and  the  method  of  communicating  it, 
cannot  be  more  satisfactory. 

"I  am  much  surprized  to  have  received  no  remittances,  and  not  even  a  word 
about  it.  There  must  have  been  some  mistakes,  misunderstandings,  or  other  incon- 
veniencies,  which  I  am  afraid  will  not  be  rectified,  untill  my  return  to  Virginia. 
Had  your  Excellency  known  that  ever  since  I  left  it,  I  have  not  received  a  farthing 
from  the  State,  I  am  confident  that  I  should  have  been  supplied  with  the  means 
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of  discharging  the  debts,  I  must  have  contracted  in  Europe,  and  of  undertaking 
the  journey  to  return  home.  I  shall  say  nothing  now  about  the  difficulties  I  have 
labored  under,  and  the  hardships  I  have  been  obliged  to  undergo  to  keep  up  my 
decorum,  I  will  only  mention  that  I  have  gone  through  it  on  my  private  Credit, 
and  that  I  shall  endeavor  to  do  the  same  hereafter  to  save  the  Credit  of  the  State. 

"I  find  with  pleasure  that  Justice  is  done  to  my  good  intentions,  which  have 
constantly  been  joined  by  my  endeavours  to  serve  our  State  in  particular,  and  the 
American  Cause  in  general.  I  hope  it  will  appear  that  they  have  not  been  quite 
ineffectual,  in  regard  to  the  American  Cause;  and  in  regard  to  the  particular 
business  I  was  sent  upon  by  the  State,  I  must  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  my  official 
letters  to  Governor  Jefferson  plainly  show,  that  I  had  been  but  a  few  days  in  Italy 
when  I  might  have  purchased  the  goods  on  the  prescribed  terms,  had  I  received 
the  duplicates  of  my  Commissions;  that  at  the  same  time  I  received  them,  I 
received  likewise  a  letter  from  the  Board  of  Trade  forbidding  me  to  contract 
for  the  said  goods ;  and  that  I  was  on  the  point  of  obtaining  part,  and  probably 
the  whole  sum  of  the  loan,  on  easier  terms  than  Doctor  Franklin  had  offer'd 
for  Congress  without  success,  had  proper  powers  been  sent  me,  which  it  is  now 
twenty  seven  months  since  I  began  to  ask  for. 

'T  shall  set  out  in  eight  or  ten  days  for  Holland,  where  I  must  confer  with 
M''  Adams  and  sollicit  his  assistance ;  from  thence  shall  go  to  Paris,  and  endeavor 
to  obtain  a  passage  to  come  over  in  one  of  the  king's  Vessells,  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  most  respectfully. 

Sir, 

"Your  Excellency's,  &c." 

M""  Mazzei  did  not  think  proper,  in  his  answer,  to  take  notice  of  the  following 
expressions  in  the  letter  of  recall,  viz.  "Particularly  when  you  consider  that  no 
advantage  has  hitherto  arisen  to  the  State  from  your  appointment,  nor  none 
likely  to  arise  in  future,"  because  he  was  not  then  quite  certain  that  his  letters 
had  been  received,  wherein  he  signified  what  he  could  have  done,  and  could  do, 
provided  the  requisite  powers  had  been,  or  would  be,  sent  to  him. 
Having  said  in  letter  22,  that  he  intended  to  go  to  Rome,  Naples,  and  Sicilly,  it 
will  be  proper  to  show  the  motive  of  such  an  intention,  and  what  prevented  his 
fulfilling  it.  In  the  spring  of  the  year  1780,  he  had  become  acquainted  in  Paris 
with  a  cousin  of  the  prime  Minister  of  the  king  of  the  two  Sicillies,  a  nobleman 
of  good  understanding,  who  was  then  returning  from  his  travels  to  his  Country, 
where  his  influence  in  matters  of  Government  is  considerable.  M''  Mazzei  men- 
tioned something  about  him  in  his  letter  14,  dated  Paris  3  May  1780,  and  observed 
that  the  friendship  of  the  king  of  Naples  could  be  of  great  service  to  us,  par- 
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ticularly  on  account  of  the  barbarians,  as  he  would  soon  have  a  respectable  Marine. 
That  nobleman  informed  M*"  Mazzei  that  the  king  had,  on  several  occasions, 
exprest  a  great  propensity  in  favor  of  the  Americans,  that  his  cousin  was  very 
warm  for  them,  and  that  his  Countrymen  in  general  sympathized  with  our  noble 
Cause.  In  several  conversations,  on  the  trade  which  could  be  carried  on  between 
the  two  Countries,  they  agreed  on  the  many  and  great  mutual  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  it ;  and  M''  Mazzei  being  convinced,  by  what  he  understood  from 
him,  of  the  probability  of  serving  his  Country  by  going  there,  had  promised  him 
to  go  and  meet  him,  as  soon  as  he  should  receive  some  important  papers  he  was 
daily  expecting  from  Virginia.  M''  Mazzei  therefore  having  never  received  the 
requisite  papers,  did  not  think  proper  to  undertake  that  journey,  but  carried  on  a 
literary  correspondence  with  that  Nobleman,  by  which  it  appears,  that  we  might 
easily  have  obtain'd  there  some  assistance  in  our  critical  times,  and  that  we  can 
make  with  that  Monarch  a  very  advantageous  Treaty  of  Commerce.  It  would 
be  too  tedious,  and  not  very  essential,  to  say  here  everything  concerning  it.  M"" 
Mazzei  proposes  to  inform  of  it  our  Delegates  in  Congress,  in  order  that  they 
may  propose  what  he  thinks  ought  to  be  done,  with  all  possible  expedition,  to 
accelerate  the  conclusion  of  a  Treaty  which,  if  properly  and  wisely  conducted, 
will  in  his  opinion  be  of  the  greatest  advantage  to  all  the  United-States. 

The  principal  reason  for  which  M*"  Mazzei  resolved  to  go  to  Holland,  was  the 
hope  of  raising  there,  with  the  assistance  of  M*"  Adams,  a  sufficient  sum  of  money 
to  discharge  some  of  the  debts  he  had  contracted  in  Italy,  which  he  could  not  with 
honour  suffer  to  remain  much  longer  unpaid,  and  to  enable  him  to  return  to 
Virginia.  His  letter  36,  dated  Amsterdam,  9  December  1782,  the  last  he  wrote 
to  the  Executive,  must  be  read  to  have  a  just  idea  of  his  situation  at  that  time. 

"Sir, 

"Accoring  to  what  I  had  the  honour  to  signify  to  your  Excellency  in  my 
two  preceding,  dated  Florence  19  July  and  6  September,  I  left  that  City,  and 
arrived  in  Holland  the  29  October.  M""  Adams  had  already  gone  to  Paris.  I 
wrote  to  him  the  second  of  November,  as  well  as  to  the  three  Commissioners,  viz. 
Doctor  Franklin,  M''  Jay,  and  himself.  I  explained  in  my  letter  to  those  Gentle- 
men, my  Situation,  and  the  desire  of  being  assisted,  either  on  my  own  Credit, 
and  the  property  I  have  in  Virginia,  or  on  the  Credit  of  the  State,  so  far  as  to  be 
enabled  to  go  to  my  family  in  France,  and  from  thence  with  them  to  America ; 
or  at  least  that  they  would  recommend  me  to  some  friends  of  America  in  this 
Country,  by  whom  I  might  have  a  chance  to  be  relieved  from  my  difficulties.  I 
have  but  two  days  since  received  an  answer  from  M""  Adams,  the  principal  part 
of  which  I  beg  leave  to  transcribe  for  your  Excellency's  perusal." 
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I  have  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honour  to  write  me  from  the  Hague, 
and  have  shown  your  letter  to  Doctor  FrankHn,  M""  Jay  and  myself. 

The  State  of  money  matters  is  so  altered  that  none  of  us  have  the  disposition 
of  any,  so  that  I  don't  suppose  those  Gentleman  can  do  any  thing  in  the  matter. 

Upon  your  own  Credit,  and  that  of  your  own  property  in  Virginia,  I  should 
suppose  you  might  obtain  what  is  necessary  to  you.  You  must  have  been  intro- 
duced to  some  of  the  Houses  in  Holland  who  have  most  connexions  with  America. 

"Having  declared  in  my  letters  that  I  am  quite  a  stranger  in  this  Country,  and 
having  not  been  favoured  with  any  recommendations,  nor  even  with  the  names 
of  them,  I  must  confess  that  the  necessity  of  having  been  introduced,  as  it  appears 
by  the  expression  "you  must,"  is  intelligible  to  me.  I  think  it  my  duty,  not  only 
to  continue  to  inform  your  Excellency  of  my  situation,  but  likewise  with  having 
taken  those  steps,  which  in  my  opinion  ought  to  have  produced  some  effect  towards 
preventing  the  said  situation  bringing  disgraceful  reflections  on  the  State.  Indeed 
the  indolence,  indifference  and  neglect,  which  have  been  displayed  in  too  many 
instances,  do  not  reflect  much  honour  upon  us.  I  have  been  told,  to  my  morti- 
fication, by  several  of  the  most  respectable  people  in  this  Town,  that  there  is  here 
one  M''  Le  Poole,  who  has  been  treated  most  shamefully,  in  return  for  his  warm 
attachment  to  America.  I  understand  that  he  is  a  native  of  this  country,  and 
related  to  some  capital  families ;  that  he  was  settled  in  Carolina,  where  he  has 
lands  of  his  own ;  that  he  came  over  as  a  Commercial  Agent  of  our  state,  having 
to  that  purpose  a  resolve  of  the  Executive  in  the  hand  writing  of  our  first  Gover- 
nor ;  that  he  has  done  a  great  deal  in  favour  of  the  American  Cause ;  that  he  has 
not  even  received  an  answer  to  his  letters  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia;  and  that 
he  had  been  treated  indelicately  here  on  the  spot.  Some  of  them  have  told  me  in 
clear  terms  that  such  a  treatment  to  a  Gentleman  of  an  established  good  character, 
cannot  contribute  to  increase  the  number  of  our  warm  friends. 

"I  need  not  repeat  to  your  Excellency  what  I  have  said  in  many  of  my  preceding 
letters,  relative  to  the  want  of  proper  powers  to  execute  the  business  I  was  sent 
upon,  which  I  declared  I  could  do  on  easier  terms  than  any  thing  of  the  kind  has 
as  yet  been  done  for  Congress.  Your  excellency  may  see  in  them  that  I  have 
more  than  once  desired  to  have  leave  to  act  for  Congress,  if  the  terms  were  not 
agreeable  to  our  State. . .  But  I  have  been  constantly  kept  in  a  state  of  uncertainty. 

"I  must  add  that  the  dreadful  situation,  which  I  now  see  approaching  towards 
me  very  fast,  cannot  be  ascribed  to  my  want  of  exertions  to  avoid  it,  as  far  as  I 
could ;  that  I  can  find  no  words  to  express  my  great  anxiety  to  be  in  Virginia  to 
have  my  conduct  inspected,  as  well  as  the  Causes  of  the  neglect  I  have  met  with ; 
and  your  Excellency  will  permit  me  to  declare,  that  I  shall  consider  myself  in  the 
service  of  the  State  untill  that  is  done,  to  which  purpose  it  is  necessary  and  right 
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that  I  should  be  furnished  with  the  means  of  returning  home  with  honour.  In 
expectation  of  your  Excellency's  commands,  I  have  the  honour  to  be  most 
respectfully, 

Sir,  Your  Excellency's  &c." 

However  he  found  at  last,  on  his  own  credit,  a  tolerable  good  sum  of  money, 
which  enabled  him  to  discharge  part  of  the  above  mentioned  debts,  and  to  go  to 
France,  where  he  has  found  the  remainder,  that  is  the  sum  necessary  to  enable 
him  to  leave  Europe  with  honor,  and  is  come  over  by  the  first  suitable  opportunity. 

During  the  space  of  five  months  he  has  been  in  Paris,  his  endeavors  to  impress 
the  French  Ministry  with  notions  tending  to  the  advantage  of  America  have  been 
indefatigable.  This  is  well  known,  not  only  to  the  American  Gentlemen  who 
happened  to  be  in  Paris,  but  likewise  to  our  warm  friends  among  the  French,  as 
Marquis  de  La  Fayette,  the  Duke  de  la  Vauguyon,^  &c.  Decency  forbids  him  to 
mention  what  has  been  said  to  him  on  such  matters,  not  only  by  the  said  Noblemen, 
who  encouraged  him  greatly  to  write  on  that  Subject,  but  even  by  the  Ministers 
themselves.  President  Tacher,  M""  Gerard,  and  others.  It  cannot  be  amiss,  how- 
ever, to  mention  that  an  American  Gentleman  informed  him,  that  the  two  said 
Noblemen,  and  one  of  the  Ministry  had  declared  to  him.  that  his  conversations  and 
writings  had  made  a  deep  impression,  and  were  likely  to  produce  a  great  deal 
of  good. 

M"^  Mazzei  had  a  right  to  wait  in  Europe  the  remittances  from  Government, 
adequate  to  the  expences  he  had  been  at,  agreeable  to  the  footing  he  had  been  sent 
upon.  He  was  not  obliged  to  increase  the  weight  of  Obligations  to  some  of  his 
creditors,  by  desiring  their  leave  to  return  to  America  before  the  discharging 
of  his  debts.  He  had  even  reason  to  hope,  that  Government  would  not  delay 
much  longer  to  send  him  the  money  he  had  a  right  to  expect,  having  received  a 
letter  from  the  Honorable  Thomas  Lomax,  Esq"^,  dated  Richmond  15  August 
1782,  in  which  he  tells  him,  "I  laid  your  situation  before  the  Council,  but  the 
Treasury  being  empty  at  the  time,  I  was  desired  to  renew  my  motion,  when  it 
should  be  in  a  condition  to  relieve  you  from  your  difficulties,  which  you  may  be 
assured  I  shall  do  shortly,  as  the  Taxes  are  now  beginning  to  come  in."  However, 
he  has  thought  proper  to  cease  to  be  charge  to  the  Public,  and  to  come  to  give  an 
account  of  his  conduct,  as  soon  as  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  leave  Europe  without 
injuring  his  honour. 

7  Vauguyon,  Duke  de  la.  Adams  wrote  to  the  French  Minister  that  the  Duke  de  la  Vauguyon, 
doubtless  acting  upon  instructions  from  de  Vergennes,  "did  everything  in  his  power"  to  obstruct 
Adams'  negotiations  in  Holland  for  a  loan.  Finally,  having  covertly  retarded  the  result  as  far  as 
he  could,  but  now  becoming  all  courtesy  and  congratulation,  he  gave  a  grand  entertainment  in 
honor  of  the  achievement,  and  presented  Mr.  Adams  to  the  ministers  of  the  European  powers,  as 
the  latest  member  of  their  distinguished  body. 
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In  regard  to  his  desire  of  being  as  little  charge  to  the  Public  as  possible  he  begs 
that  it  be  considered  that,  excepting  the  money  he  raised  from  two  small  Estates 
he  had  in  Tuscany,  which  necessity  forced  him  to  sell  to  a  disadvantage,  for  all 
other  sums  he  has  been,  and  is  obliged  to  pay  interest ;  that  sometimes  he  has  been 
obliged  to  draw  at  a  great  loss,  or  to  submit  to  losses  of  other  kind,  as  it  will  always 
happen  to  whoever  is  in  want  of  money,  and  obliged  to  use  the  most  delicate 
circumspection  in  finding  it ;  that  he  has  been  obliged  to  undertake  various  ex- 
pensive journies ;  and  that  the  nature  of  his  business  kept  him  constantly  in  com- 
pany with  people  of  the  highest  rank,  among  whom  he  thinks  he  lived  in  a  manner 
not  to  disgrace  the  State,  which  can  easily  be  testified  by  the  American  Gentlemen 
who  have  known  him  in  Europe.  After  such  considerations,  it  will  be  found,  he 
hopes,  that  he  has  been  a  good  oeconomist,  having  not  exceeded  the  limits  of  the 
annual  sum  proposed  to  him,  including  the  interest  of  the  money  borrowed,  and 
the  heavy  extraordinary  expenses  he  was  at,  in  the  time  of  his  Captivity.^ 


The  End 


^oti 


8  The  Virginia  authorities  finally  paid  Mazzei  for  his  services  at  the  rate  of  600  Louis  d'or  a  year 
for  four  and  a  quarter  years.  The  Board  of  Trade  of  Virginia  expressed  their  appreciation  of 
Mazzei's  services  in  the  resolution  quoted  in  the  Introduction  to  this  publication  of  the  Mazzei  papers. 
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